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INTBODUC3nON 

The following kketeh of tlie life of 1117 fatiier ii in 
part antobiogrspltical and put drmim from my om 
recolleotioiu. 

He was bom irith the Ninetemth Centorr and 
Ured till its ei^ty-sixtb rear. His earlieat reeoUeetiaiia 
were of the boisterous rejoicings over Nelson's great 
viototy at Trafalgar. He was a surgeon's appm* 
tioe when Waterloo was fooj^t Bia first profenional 
employment was in 1818 as soi^ean to a whaler, Yrbxaii 
was fortunate in penetrating the Arctic Circle nearer 
to the North Pole than any ships prior to that date, 
except those mider the command of Sir John Boss. 
So near did he live to aha empire-making epoch of tiie 
eighteenUi centnry that Warren Hastings had not bem 
dead two years niien he entered the service of the 
East India Company. He knew Carey and BCarsh- 
msQ and theref (H» witneased the early efforts of mod- 
enx misriomary enterprise and its snccess toward seeor- 
ing the abolition of sntteeiam and other crael customs. 
He WBs ime of the first pnpils of Bobert Listen, the 
father of modem surgery and one of the first to apply 
his teachings on tiiis continent. He thus not <m)y 
witnessed but took a hnmble part in the great reroln- 
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tioD hy vhieh ni^eiy hai been bereft of Hi toron, 
vbich hu mitigated Uu honon of tlie operating table 
hy the introdnotion of aneathetioa, and whow onnni- 
ing triomph baa been tbe appUoatioo of antiaeptici, 
rendering it pow.ble for the modem Borgwm to per- 
fonn operatiooa i^ch, deapite the greater dexter- 
ity of his predeeeeeor it woold have been aheer murder 
<m his part to attempt. He also, though not a 
bomeopathiit, rejoiced in the victory of the rational 
iehool of medicine, which banished from the pharma- 
eopoeia a host of magical dmga, and from fbe prao- 
tice of plQ^o those copioos and noxiooa doses, unless 
drenched with irtiicb oar f ca«fathert considered ihem- 
selres neglected by th^ family physician and onless 
supplied vith which they eonndered themselTes de- 
frauded of the tanpble valne for which they paid 
their medical attendant so mnah par annum. After 
a abort residence in tbe East Lidies tbe impulse of 
independence and tbe promise of higher pay tempted 
him in 1824 to join, aa surgecoi and phydoian, cne of 
those ill-considered and ill-fated eolonieation ezpedl- 
tiraa to Central America, for which British enthusi- 
Bfp n over tbe emancipation of Spanish America from 
the rule of England's old rival, Spain, made it so 
easy for speculative promoters between 1820 and 1680 
to gain support frcon the British public. How this 
failed, by what a strange chain of aooidenta he came 
finally to settle in Canada, after a abort residenee 
in TJtica, fills the moat interesting snd prc^table 
chapter of bis active life. 

Thus, and in a hundred o&er ways, he saw the old 
^fStem of government, of soeisl and cunmereial life 
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and of seience, pan sway and ^ve place to the new. 
One gen^iatioD after another waa bom and died wliile 
be lived on; but tbe longer he lived the more his 
tboQf^ reverted to the past, which to os waa hist<H7, 
bnt to him waa more real than the present 

In this shifting scene he placed a very inconspicn- 
onB part. He posseased intellectnal ability and force 
of will which would have made him a leader of men, 
had be been ambitions and bad he son^t a sphere 
where the foU blaze of pablicit^ wonid have fallen 
npon him; for in the practice of his own profeaaioQ 
of snigeiy he was original and skilful to an eminoit 
degree. And when be miderto<A any pnblic work or 
advocated any pnblic measure, which, however, he did 
only when the work or the measnre fell within the 
sphere of bis professional activity, he threw his whole 
strength into the enterprise or its advocacy, with such 
impulsive enei^ that be bore down all opposition and 
carried his point by sheer force of attack. Tboogh 
overbearing, there lay in his nature a depth of tea- 
demees, which never came to the surface more at- 
tractively than in the presence of pain. While intol- 
erant of disobedience or quemlousneas on the part of 
his patients, many a sufferer lay in unrest for hours 
waiting for his visit and for the loxnry of being lifted 
and turned by his strong arms, and encouraged by 
his unfaltering and sincere opinion, even if adverse. 
His office was a clinic for the poor, long before the 
word was used in its present sense. One reason why 
he inspired confidence was that he never exhibited that 
doubt as to what is the matter with their patients, 
which some unfortunate praotitionerB cannot ccnceal, 
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and iriiicli all verj often feeL He aetod alwaji up to 
tbB wiae maziin: 

hook wiae, 

Say nofliii^, 

An tmerruig wa7 

'When doeton nofliing; hare to aa^. 
He ahonned popularity. He wrote a clear and eoa- 
eiae s^le, jet never eontribnted a aingle article to 
even a medical jooniaL He was a faaeinatins story 
teller and a eonsonunato actor, and with practice 
would have been an able speaker; yet he foreswore 
polities, both municipal and national, daring the jrears 
of his active profesnonal life. Nor did he thos isolate 
himself from indolence, but from obedience to self- 
imposed mlea of life. He looked upon himself as the 
•errant of his patients and at liberty to follow no ex- 
traneous OGeiip&ti<m, and to allow his mind to be dis- 
tracted by ^0 porsnit which mig^t absorb the time 
and thoo^t which he c<auidered to be theirs, without 
sabtraction. He was a superb man, endowed not only 
with remaikable pfta of mind, hot a massive and well- 
balanced frame. Every featore of the faoe, the size 
and contour of the head, even the tmshy crt^ of bur, 
which refused to be amoothed, hot stood «ect and 
defiant, bespoke strength of purpose and activity of 
intellect. 

Oliver Wendell Holmes, after <mee meeting him, 
said he did not know whether most to fear or to ad- 
mire him, but that in his head and flgore he was the 
nearest approach to a Jupiter Olympus of any man 
he had ever teen. He had many of the qualities of 
greatoess, for his character poaw w s c d the elanents oat 
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of whieh either a nun of wide profenonal repute or 
« vtatesman of commanding inflnence ua^t have been 
oompoonded, and therefore thoM irtio knew him well 
wondered that he remained obecore. Perhapa he 
knew h'tftfw)* better Qian others knew him, and msy 
have snapeeted that the strcoiK propertiea of his nature 
were mingled with others bo inconsistait that the re- 
aoltant was a character too eccentric and fall of con- 
tradictions to bear the acmtiny of the public e^e. It 
is just Boch anomalies that give individnality to human 
life. They make some public men picturesque, but 
th^ more often make them dangerons. Not a little 
of the evil work of the world is done by its strong men, 
hcmest and conscioua of their perfect integrity, but 
using their strength amiss under the impulse of some 
extravagant whim, grotesque fancy, <^ overweening 
conAdence in the infallibili^ of their judgment 

He left these fragments of his recollections of his 
life, but they were written when he was more than 
seventy years of age and -wbxstx his memory and 
descriptive powers bad become unfortunately im- 
paired. If he could but have thrown into his narra- 
tive the phrases, emphans and gesture which made 
him so attractive aa a story-teller, his reminiscences 
would have been unique. But alas, the £ne flavor of 
conversation is aa incommunicable as tact and experi- 
ence. Mere words cannot preserve them. They die 
with us, just as there dies with an (dd doctor, the more 
perhaps is the pity, that marvelous medical skill and 
keen instinot, which a practitioner, who has hem for 
half a cesitaiy in contact with disease, acquires, he 
knows not how, and wiiich be cannot describe or com- 
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mnDusato. It most be buried with him, to be gathered 
afresh throng experience b7 the next geoeratiaii. 
It is perhaps well that it ■honld be ao, for with it ii 
buried all his prejudieea and faulty' ctmelniioiii. 
Jaiob DoucoiAS 
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CHAPTEK I 

Hffi BOYBOOD AND A 

"Now on the vei^ of seventy-miie yeara I realize 
that time has told and is daily telling upon my men- 
tal and physioal powers. Some of them have been 
eot off by it altogether, and some are fading away." 
Thus my father prefaced the story of his life. His 
recollectiong of loi^C-past evenia were Tivid, and they 
are eonfirmed by journals which he kept of three 
of his eaiiiest professional engagements 

Hy father's narrativ« commences in the conTOi- 
tional way: 

"In writing an antobiography, it is nsaal to give 
an aocoont of the writer's progenitors. In accord* 
ance with this costom, I have to state tiiat my Father 
was the Son of Ur, Itiohard Donglas, a Gentleman 
who had retired with a competence from bxudnefls as 
an Architect and Builder. iSj recollections of my 
paternal Grandfather, are of a tall old Gentleman, 
with a white wig, and a gold headed cane, who used 
to interest me with acoonnts of his acquaintance and 
intercourse with John Wesley. He died at Winlaton, 
at titfl age of ninety-eight My Father was his sec- 
ond son, bom in 1769, broogU up among the early 
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f olloweTs of 3(Aa "Wtd-try, and having poscntal knowl- 
edge of that remarkable man, he became atmiglr at- 
taohed to him, and to hia doetiinea. I eanuot do 
better than give an exiraet from the minntea of the 
WeilQTan Conferenee of 1853, which annonneed mj 
Father'a death: 

" 'Hifl earliest aasodations being with John WealeT' 
and his followera, and being alio greatly inflnenoed 
hy the eooncila and the Christian example of hia 
Mother, he nnited hims^ with the Methodiita, and, 
at the Conferenee of 1793 waa appointed to a Cinmit, 
and oontinned humbly, laborionsly, and faithfully, to 
diflohai^e hii duties as a Christian Minister. While 
praying with a dying woman, he was seized with 
paralysii^ and exchanged mortality for lif^ on Feb- 
raary, 1853, in the 89th year of his life, and in the 
60th of hia Ministry ' 

"Dnring the years 1798-9 and six years after his 
induction into the Ministry, my Father was sta- 
tioned at Aberdeo), in Scotland, and there beeame 
acquainted with Mr. James Mellis, a retired Brewer, 
whoee wife, ne£ Mary Stnart, was of an old Roman 
Cathtdie family ; they had two Children, a mm and a 
dan^ter. As waa usual then, as now, the Scm accom- 
panied hia Father to the Scotch Church, and the 
daughter went with her Mother to the Catiiolie 
Church. However, 'Amor vincit omnia.' Wm Mary 
Mellis became the Wife of the Rev. George Donglas. 
They were married in Aberdeen on the 4th day of 
Ju^, 1799, by the Bev. Bt Doig, and I was bcnv in 
Brediin in Angos, on 20th of May, 1800, and my 
birth is registered in the City of Aberdeen. Dur- 
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ing the thirteen years sabeeqnent to 1117 burth, my 
Father vu statioDed sncoessiTely in Brechin, in the 
Isle of Man, in Carlisle, and in Dumfries, in which 
two latter places I received the principal part of 
my education. 

"]tfy Father was very fond of rod fishing and 
among my early recollectiona are those of accompany- 
ing him on bis fishing ezcondons. At Carlisle, and 
at Dnmfries, there was coital troat fishing, bat, as 
a Methodist Minister eoold not well be seen going 
thro' the Streets with a rod and a basket, I had al> 
■wsyn to join him at the riTers side with these neces- 
saries." 

My grandfather left a short account of himself. 
Jndging from it, his life was spent in one long process 
of introspection and self-dissection. Judging from 
my father's acooont of him, he was a kindly, con- 
mderate and a very hard workii^, earnest, simple 
minded man, not without his weaknesses and foibles; 
ruled by his children rather than roling them. When 
I saw him, only a month before his death, he looked 
like John Wesley personified. 

He had the same strot^ features we are so fanuliar 
with in the likeness of John Wesley that prefaced 
his hymn book. His hair was long and fiowed in 
thick white cnrls over his shoolderB. The old gentle- 
man, though in his 89th year, was v^rons in body 
but much enfeebled in mind. His only literary work 
had been collecting religions anecdotes. Early in 
the last century religions anecdotes were as popular 
among those attached to evangelicalism as were the 
Percy anecdotOB in secular circles. His collecticm 
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filled sereral volnmea and paned throned sereral 
editioDB. The anecdotes were grouped under head- 
ings in the Tunsl disjointed manner of compilations 
of that kind, the doings and B&:yings of saints aide 
by side with those of sinners, each anecdote carrying 
its appropriate theolo^cal moral. 

Napoleon Bonaparte and Lady Huntington, though 
in very different spheres, had been both prominent 
oharacters in his day and afforded material for many 
of his anecdotes. When I had the privil^e of being 
with him, just before his death, he spent boors tell- 
ii^( me stories, all composed of the shattered frag- 
ments of his old stock, linked together in die most 
grotesque and incongnions combination. N^xtleon 
and liady Hnntington were still appennost in his 
mind, and they figored together in the same narratiTe 
in ezqaisitely amnsing sitoationfl. As in the case 
of mort aged people the imagination sorvtved the 
memory. When the dear old gentleman went in 
search of hia hat and cane to visit his parishioners, 
all of whom had been for a generation in their 
gravea, the only meana of diverting bim was to ^ve 
him a clew which started bim on a roond of his 



My father's Journal continnea: 

"During the winter of 1812-13, I was sent to the 
Wesleyan College at Woodhoase Grove in Torkahire, 
and there placed in Sallnst; certainly, I was in the 
first class, bnt, having left the Academy in Dumfries, 
where I was advanced in Vii^, I found myaeU 
losing time. Having in vain oi^ced my Father to re- 
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more me, I toc^ Freacih leave, and started for Dnm- 
friea on foot" 

The father Habmitted to what the boy of twelve 
dictated, to the irreparable injorT- of the char- 
acter of the lad and the future man. A strong dis- 
position, uncontrolled in early life, became in later 
life objectiniablr wilful. When under the strain 
of overwork, and when irritated by oonfriree, who 
were profemonally his inferiors, he was apt to 
yield to nnbeeinuing dispU^s of temper and to of- 
fensive arbitrarinesa. An unhesitating reliance (m his 
own judgment remained aa a prominent trait of his 
character. And he possessed to an eminent degree 
the facult7 of self-justification which accompanies 
meet self-reliant natures. The Journal ctrntinoes : 

"At the ensuing Conference, my Father was sta- 
tioned at Penrith in Cumberland, and I was bound 
there for five years, as an apprentice to Dr. Thomas 
Law, an uncle of tite late Lord Ellenborough. My 
endmtnre ia dated on October 3rd, 1813. 

"Penrith was in the centre of the Lake country. 
The county was studded with the castles, the halls, 
and the manaons of many of the nobility and gentry — 
the Dute of Norfolk, the Earl of Lonsdale, Eari 
Thanet, Lady Brougham, Sir Henry Daere, and oUters, 
Aa Dr. Law was the principal Medical Man, he as 
was then the custom, made up and dispensed his own 
prescriptitmB, I therefore found myself fully occupied. 

"Uedical pupillage in England sixty years ago, was 
different to what it now is, and very different indeed 
to what it ia in Canada. A atetemoit of my duties 
and my privil^^ as an ^prentice, will best illustrate 
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this. During the Moond year of my time, I had 
chai^ of the Sorgeiry, and made up Uie preaoriptiouL 
I had to Tint the panper elaaa, as well in the eoonti? 
as in the town, and to repmt on any onwgcncy or on 
the appearanee of any grave symptom. Unless ooen- 
pied in the Sorgoy, I was allowed betwem eight and 
nine o'clock in tlte OTening fiK* recreaticn, and oeea- 
sioDally a day's holidi^, for trout fishing in the river 
Eammt, or in one of the neighbouring lakes, or for 
nxA-sliooting in the woods of Zx>wther Castle <a of 
Broo^iam TTitll , 

"As i>erqiiiBitee, I had the shilling, which was the 
tee for blood-letting or tooth-drawing. That for 
blood-letting particularly was very remnneratiTe as 
it was the custcon of the country people, generally to 
be bled every Spring, and of many, every Spring and 
Aatonm. These perquisites, daring three and a half 
years of my apprenticeship rendered me indepoident 
of my Father, for the exp^ise of clothes and poeket 
money. In the Anttmm of 1818, having completed 
my indenture, I left Penrith with many pleasant 
reioiniaeeaices of the time I had spent there, and of tiie 
kindness of Dr. Law and of bis smiable wife. 

"I am not generally a laudator temporU acU, bnt 
I most say, that, in my opinion, the training of Medi- 
cal Students rizty years ago, was caloulated to torn 
out more efficient and practdeal men, than the system 
of pupillage of the present day. The former gave 
them a mrae thonnigh and minute knowledge of the 
materia medica, and of its use and effects in grave dis- 
ease, aa well as in trifling ailments; it moreow gave 
them habits <^ thon^t, of refleotitm, and oi sdf-ie- 
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liance and recponsibiHty, which were a solid grotmd 
work for general practice. In Minor Sni^ry, the 
training of ihe pnpil in the treatment of injurieB, in 
the applicatim of bandages, and in the nomerona little 
offices for alleviating the effects of disease, gave him, 
aa 9 general practitioner, a great advantage over a 
student, whose medical and surgical education is re- 
stricted to lectures, and to witnessing the ordinary 
practice in the wards of an hospital, — whose knowU 
edge of drugs is confined to bo<^ and who is unable 
to distinguish between arsenic, tartar etnetic, and com- 
mon salt." 

Br. Law cancelled tiie indenture on September 1, 
though it did not expire till October 3, that mjr 
father might spend a month at home before enter- 
ing himself as a student of medicine at Edinbni^h. 
The original of his indenture is in my possession. It 
is as follows: 

INDENTVBE DULY )£ADE ON THE 3RD DAT OF 00- 
TOBEa I81S APPBENTICINQ Junta DougUa, Bon of 
the B«voread Oeoige Douglu o( Penrith, CumbarUnd, to 
llionuu L«v, Burgeon and Apothecftiy, tor tha term M At* 

THIS IKDENTUBE Mode the third Day of Oetober in the 
year of onr Lord one thonsond ei^t hundred and thirteen 
Betwem The Bererend Oeorge Douglas of Penrith in the 
Connty of Comberland And Jamea Douglas of the uune place 
the ion of the said Oeorge Dougloa of the one part and IluMnaa 
Law of the same place Surgeon and Apothecary of the other 
part WITNKSSBTH That the said Jomee DougUa of his own 
free Will and by and with the Licence and Consent of the 
aaid Ottaga Douglaa his natural and lawful father and Guard- 
ian testiSed by hia being a par^ to and Signing and sealing 
these presenta Hath put placed and iKHind *■'■"—** Apprentiee 
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to Um uiA Thomu I«w to Imtu ftnd b« tftught Uia tnde art 
tajtterj or biuIiieM of ft rargnon Apotheoftry uid Mui- 
nidwlfe Which h» tbe Mid ThoniKs Iaw now praeUoM anA 
to oontinoe with and Mire him aa ui ftpprentiea from tha 
iAf of the date of tbeee preeeata lor and dnrlng and unto 
the full end and tenn of fjrc 7«an from thenee uazt «amiliig 
and tvUj to be completed and ended. AND the nid George 
Don^aa Doth for hlmaelf his Hdn Execnton and Adminla- 
traton and for each and every of them and for the laid JanMi 
Douglas his Bon CoTenant promise and agree to and with the 
■aid 'Iliomas L«w hli Ezeoaton Admlnlatmtoia and Aadgu 
I>T thaae prgamta in maimer and form following (that la to 

That ha the said James Doni^ ahall and wtll diUgeatlr 
and faiUifnlly serre blm the said TbiHiiaB Z«w, hi* Secrets 
keep, his lawful Commands do and perform. Damage to hli 
said Uaster he shall not do nor Wlllinj^ permit to be dona 
I7 others, the goods of hi* said Master he ahall not Waste, 
nor lend tium withont hii Consent to any, he shall neither 
baj nor sell without his Hasten leare, Tarems Inns or Ale- 
honsea he shall not freqoent, At Cards Dloe or any nnlawfnJ 
game he shall not plaj, Tomieation Commit nor Hatrlmonj 
contract nor from the servlee of hia said Master Day or nl^t 
shall Absent himself, bnt in bU things aa an honest and faith- 
ful apprentioe shall and will demean and behave himaeU 
towards his said Master and all his during all the said term 
of five years. ALSO That he the said Oeorge Doaglaa shaQ 
and will during all the said Term of five years find provide 
and allow for the said James Dongas hia son enlBdent and 
proper Heat Drink Wearing Apparel Washing and Lodging 
AND the said Thomas I«w in Consideration of the premises 
and for and In Consideration of the Bnm of five Shilling ol 
good and lawful money of the United Kingdom of Qreat 
Britain and Ireland Current in England In hand well and 
truly paid t^ the said Oeorge Dooglae at or before the sign- 
ing and sealing of these preesnts The Receipt Whereof Is 
hereby Acknowledged Doth for himaeU Us Heirs Executoia 
and Adminlstiators and for each and every of tbem oovenant 
promise and agree to and with the said George Don^aa and 
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Jaxatm Donglaa That lie the iftld ^loinM Iav Moording to the 
best of hie power skill sod knowledge shAll Hid will tcMb 
mnd Instruct or esuse to be taught and Invtmcted bim th« 
nid Junes Songlu in the asid Trade, Art, Mystery and busi- 
ness of a Surgeon Apothecary and Uan Midwife and in all 
thinpi Whatsoerer incident and belonging thereto in such 
manner as he the said Thomas Law now or at any time here- 
after during the said term of Ore years shall use praotice 
teach or deal In the same IN WITNESS WHEHEOF the said 
parties to these presents have hereunto set their hands and 
Deals the day and year first above written. 
Signed Sealed and delivered 
<belng first duly itamp't) 

aEOROE DOUGLAS (SEAL) 
<Sd) Heni7 Law JAS. DOUGLAS (SEAL) 

(Wm.) Jai^Bon THO. LAW (SEAL) 

Penrith Sept. I, I81S. 

I hereby oertify Uiat James Douglas haa faithfully oom- 
pleted luB Apprenticeship to this day and that I gire him tlie 
remainder of his serriee that ha may visit hia Father and 
Friends. 

l%o. Iaw. 
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BTUDIE8 WDIOINB IN DINBtlBaH AND SPENDS HIS 
BUUHKB HOIilDATS AB BDBGION OF A. SPITZBIB^H 



The Jonmal gives with some detail the sosoimt 
of his flrat Tears at Edinburgh Univerflity : 

"In Odober, 1818, 1 amved in Edinburgh, oad tixA 
lodgings with a respectable widow in Niddr; Street 
M7 menage was of an homble deacription, I paid 
four ahillings a week for my room, lodging, and cook- 
ing; I foond myeelf; and <Hi the whole, I passed the 
winter ixmifortably. My corricnlom at the Umrer^ 
■ity, ctmiprised the practice of the Hospital, the lec- 
tures on the practice of Physic by Dr. Gregory,— on 
Chemistry by Dr. Hope,— coi Obstetrics by Dr. Ham- 
ilton sod on Anatomy by Dr. Barclay. My memo- 
riee of these profewors are very vivid. Dr. Gregory 
was a magnificoit specimen of a Scottish gentleman; 
tall, stately and dignified, urbane in manner, and with 
the faooliy of impressing his class with the matter 
of his lecture. Dr. Hope conveyed an impTe8n(Hi of 
extreme self importance. He was intolerant of the 
least noise or intfflraption, and perceiving this, the 
scamps of students took advantage of it, by stamp- 
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ing, and making noisy dcanMutnticHu en "tbe result <^ 
each ^[periment. Dr. Hamilton was a mall and ratlm 
fidgety gaitleman, very impressive in manner, and a 
good lectnrer. Tliere was anothw Dr. Hamilton, a 
square boilt, stately (Ad gentleman with a cocked 
hat, and a dress of ancient cut ; he was distinguidied 
fnan Dr. O. Hamilton, the Obstetrician, by the sob- 
riquet of Coc^ Hamilton. But my beau ideal of 
a lecturer was Dr. Barely, a quaint, active, and im- 
pulave little man, who g&ve two separate and distinot 
courses of lectures each session, one of them at 11 
A. M., and another at 6 F. M. daily. He went into the 
matter of his lecture and demonstraticois with his 
whole heart and souL In the middle tit a d^nonstrar- 
tlon, if be had ooeanon to refw to some authority, 
he would take the acalpel betwe^ his t«eth, while 
he tamed over the leaves of the book." 

Short as Uie session was, he cut it diorter to accept 
the positaoi of surgeon to a Oreeland whaler. 

His Journal of that, to him, eventful voyi^ was 
published in the Transactions of the Literary and 
Historical Society of Quebec for 1873, and was emi- 
ndered of sufficient intn«8t by that most critical of 
weeklies, the Saturday Bevitw, to deserve a long 
article, in which the information it contained was 
summarized with considerable amplitude. The critic 
81^: "We have before us the 'Transactions of the 
Literary and Historical Society of Quebec' tar the 
session of 1873. . . . Ferhai» the most interest- 
ing p^ier in this series is the 'Journal of an Arctic 
Voyage' made by the surgeon of a whaler flfty-flre 
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yean ago. The stripling of nineteen yean, who wag 
thoB entroBted with the health and lives of fifty men, 
is now an M. D, of aerenty-fonr, and cheriahes in a 
Canadian home the memories of a yoath passed in 
Britain. The anthor sailed from Hnll, which was 
then largely concerned in whaling. It is not wonder- 
fol that the supply of northern whales shonld have 
failed nnder the systematic persecution of which this 
Jonmal famishes an rumple. Etsq the snrgem 
had an interest in t^e fishery, being entitled to a 
goinea on erery whale canght. The government al- 
lowed a bounty. The efystem of bomildee has been 
long unce ctmdemned, bat if any trade deserved 
enooaragement it was that of whaling, without which 
Bcientiflc voyages to the Polar Sea woald not have 
been made." 

I r^rodace the Joamal, omitting a few onimpw- 
tant paragraphs: 

A WHALING YOTAOE TO aPrTZBEBGEN IN 1818. 
Br JAMES DOUQLAS, M.D. 

[Thx penual of * joamal which wia kept in high northeiB 
Utltndes flftf-flre yean ago, nwy not be withont Intenat 
at this time, when lo great attention la being glTen to the 
late diaooveriea In the Aietle nglaaa, and to the expeditlmi 
now being litted ont in the eonfldent hope of reaching the 
North Pole, thronf^ the open water which ie luppoeed to 
exist to the north of Spitcbergen. 

This journal is given vtrbatim at literatim, as written at 
the time; and allowance must be asked for It as the unaided 
production of a youth of eighteen yean of age, who went ont 
aa anrgfon of a whaler, which. In pnnnlt of the objects of 
Ha ytijngt, readied the high northern latitude of 81. 

It was written eurrMrie eolomo, withont any pndenaioni 
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to s^le or Miautifle knowladga, aaA wlthont U17 idaa o( Iti 
being icon bj any exoepting the numben of tha writar*! own 
lamllj. 

nia intrepid Arctic navigaton — the brotben Dannatt, tbe 
ScoraabTB (father and acm), Capt. Badler, and othera, who 
nafigatad the Polar region* at tha eloae of tha laat oentnry 
and at the ekrlf part of the preient, have paaaed awaj, and, 
exeepting the Tonnger Seorteby, hare left no reewd behind 
them. I perfectly recollect, however, that Capt. Ed. Dannatt 
and Capt. Aah« expreased their belief in the exiatence of 
land at or in the Tidnitj of the Pole. They baaed their 
belief on the app««ranee of the hMvy iee and Cd the deUohed 
icebergi which, daring the vanunei aeMon, were drifted bj 
the eorrent to the •ontbwanL] 



WatLE a medical atndoit in Edinbnr^, during the winter 
wsaton of 18IS, I received an appointment aa anrgeon of the 
■hip TTafalgar, of Hull, Capt«in E. Dannatt, eonunander, 
during a voyage to the Anrtic regions; and at the eame time 
wu notified to report myaelf at Hull on or before the ISttt 
March, for the pnrpoee of mbmitUng myaelf to the medical 
examiner app^nted by Oovemment to examine Into the 
qualifloatfone and Ittneea of euididatea. Tfaia examination 
i* not very atrict, and oonaiated in aacertnining that I bad 
■erved an iqiprantieeahlp of five jt*n to Dr. Tho. I«w (an 
uncle of Lord Bllenborongh), and that I had paaaed * aeaaion 
at college in Bdinbur^. However, with my certlAeate of 
qualification, I entered Into office at once, at a salary of toor 
gaineaa a month, one goinea for every whale eang^t, and one 
guine* for every thouaand *e*la killed. I waa supplied with 
creiTthing needful, with the exception of dothea and bedding. 

Hareh 19th.— The King's offleen oune 00 board this morn- 
ing and mnatered the crew, to the nnmber of 86. This Is done 
by the Oovemment, which allowa a bounty of £800 to each 
ship, as well as the spirits, t«*, coffee, rngai, and all other 
dntiable artieles, duty free. On their part, the owners are 
bound to cany and man nt leaat seven boats, with aeven men 
to each boaL Aa this, during war-time, is difflenlt, and as 
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Oarermiwiit b txtnatity dcatroiu to anoooimga the flikary, tt 
foumpts tbe refuiaite munber of hupoonMn, hoat-MUmn, 
uid other akilled lundi, fnnii tha prwn gengj uid oUlgM 
tba ownen to fill up tlie nqniaito enw bj taUog BlMtUod' 
man. In paaafaig; thtM «ra a har^j' tsm of man, and, fma 
their almost ampblbioua haUta, ua admlxahljr adapted for 
boat-woik. 

Tha frtah prorlakmt and other itorM bring got on bou^ 
the Tnfclgof left do«k, p«Med tha Bpom-liglito with a fair 
wind, and got ttiity to im with a U^t 8.W. wind, which 
eontinned nntil the 20th, when we made Fair laland, a verj 
roo^, barren, and mountalnotu-loiddng plaae, inhaUted bj a 
few poor flahermen, who certainly aurpriaed me by their faontty 
ot keeping their aonla and bodlea togetlier. In the aftemoMi 
of tlie aama day, Snnbroo^ Head, the moat aoutherlj point 
of Shetland, same in aigfat; and we were boarded by a pilo^ 
who todc oa in due time into Braaaa Sound. During mj 
ftaj in Larwiok I waa moat hoapltobiy ent«rtalned 1^ Mr. 
l&rrisoa, an agent, who made my ataj there a rary agreeable 
one. Next day being Sunday, I attended divine aerrioe, wbei* 
I heard a moat eloquent and ImpreaaiTe aemuMi by a venerabla 
old man, in a ehnrdi far Inferior in architectural beauty to 
an ordinary bam. 

Tbe whole trade of Lerwick ia earried on between it and 
Leltb in two amall aloopa, which take to Leith eggi, poultry, 
BtoeUnga, and aalt«d geeae, — bringing back auoh nececBarlaa 
aa they require. Lerwidc ia principally noted aa the raa- 
dezToua of the Qreenland-men on thrir way to and from tlie 
north, and aa the place where their erewa are completed. 
On Thursday I took an excursion inland for a few milea, and 
waa amply repaid for the want of roada by aome of the moat 
nigged and romantic acenery I had erer aeen. 

On returning to the ahip I found all handa bnay in prepar- 
ing the ahip for the ice. Some were bending gaff-topaaila and 
fixing boMua to the main and fore aajla, striking the ri^al 
maata, and generally putting the ship into inch a CMidltiOB 
that at any time, and partloalarly when in tbe Ice or Tnry 
ahort-handed, the ahip could be worked with very few handa. 
Othara were fitting out a machine called a arow'a-iteat, to ba 
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pU«ed on th« top (rf tlM ttudn-top-gkUuit-iiiut, to protoot 
the man on the look-cmt whan the ship U in tha ioa. Thi* 
crow's-nest, as it U called, look* like an old-faahioned polpitf 
it ia mada out of a eaalc or puncheon, well lined with itdna 
ot BtUM mata; the vei7 top of the top-gallant-maat aenca 
a> a Beat; a ehifting weather-board proteeta tbe look-out, who 
ia able to get in bj thrueting himeeU throu^ a tti4>-dtMr 
in the bottom. The whole affair looks eztiemal; ooaj and 
ctxnfortable. Othere of the men were engaged *'»''g'"g up 
quarten of freah beef and other meatr-Mnong which were a 
number of tegs of muttut Intended for the owner* and their 
frienda on the letum of the ship to HnlL In the evening 
aa a boftt waa pushing off from the ataira, two men jostled 
and fell overboard; one w«a at odm pieked up. When pushing 
tS a second time, one ot the crew rea ch ed to pick ap a bat 
on the water, and found a man under it, senseless; when got 
on board he soon recovered. 

During the remainder ta tht mtk. the er«w wave Tarionsir 
empbfed in preparing the veaael for the ice, and in Uying 
in Btoeka <rf eggs, fowls, troaen milk, Ac The crew were 
again mnstared, together with 10 Shatland.men — In all, M 
souls. Tbtj ware then divided into three watcbca, and again 
•ubdiTided into boats' crew — 7 boats, with 7 men in eadi, 
Tfs: a harpoMteer In the bow, a boat-atoerer, who etands on 
the platform on the stem, and a seanian called a ■peekaoneer, 
who has charge of the iriiale-Unea which U.j ooiled in the 
middle of the boat The Bhctland-nun onljr row: all pull, 
exoept Qie steerer, who steers wIOi a long oar faataned to a 
pivot on the stem. Vta some dajv the ship waa prevented 
proceeding to sea In oonsequenee of galea ot wind from the 
N.W., altematiBg with heav7 fogs. One rcasel, the Prtoott, 
Graenlandman, in attempting it, went on the rocks, and waa 
totally wrecked in the Sound bj the roeks going through her 
bottom. 

On the let (rf April we succeeded in getting to sea with a 
fair wind, with occasional heavy squalls. Being Sabbath- 
day, I, for the first time, performed my functions as diafdain, 
by reading the ecmimon-prayer used by the Chordi of Bnglawd. 
As the captain, first ofBeer, and most ot the orew, however, 
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w«r« Wh1«7UM, I made oompt»iatUm bj nftdlng the wbol« 
or a part of one of We»U^i wrmona. Tht aiuging wu 
more remarluble for iU foroe than ita eweetneu. In tli9 
•renlng got m, thorongli drenching b^ shipping % he«v]r Mk. 

April Srd. — Wind still Mt; great ntunlwn of birds hovering 
about the ship, rather len in sin than » ben, and of a 
dirty white color; the^ are ver;f fearless of man, my ravenona, 
and are sometimes eangfat by the men with a line and a 
hook bait«d with a pieee of any fat meat. When taken and 
daubed over with soot, and let off again, they are instantly 
set upon and destroyed by the cAhera. Iley are called 
Uallcmouchea, or by the aatlora UoUymawks. 

6th. — Very stormy and dark; wind H.E., and exeeaaiTely 
cold. Aa the day adTanoed it blew harder, with oooasiraal 
elect and snow, which rendered the decks dangerously slippery. 
Towards the evening It blew a hnrrieane, and the sea ran 
monntalns high. The aalls were all clewed np, except the 
dose'reefed fore-top-sail, and that only to give the ship 
>teerage-way. 

Vth.— Good Friday.— The wind atiU boisterons, but intar- 
nittntt. About II o'clock we got amcmg the ioe for the first 
time, in 72 north latitude — longitude not known. Ice seemed 
newly formed, and was In small flat pieces, which, from their 
friction against eadi other, were nnmd. niis Idnd of iM 
Is called by the seamen "paneakea." A« the ship bored 
through them, we found the pleoes getting gradually larger 
and larger; and the heavy swell we had in the morning almoat 
entirely subsided. After horiug through the lee until moon- 
light, the ship was lald-to among pieces from 20 to 40 feet 
in diameter, and of Irregular ahapea. We now experienced 
no ni^t, only a duskinees for a couple erf hours. 

loth. — Weather still stormy, with heavy falls of snow and 
sleet. A good many seals on the pleoea <4 ice, but the 
weather too bad to lower the boats for tbttn. 

llthf— Wind blowing with increased violesiee, with a very 
heavy swell; a dnnmutuice moat uuuaual among Ice. In 
eonaequpnce of the ship laboring so hard and batting with ao 
much violence against the Ice, wei» obliged to get out to sea 
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«{pUB to pnrait the ntMl being eUtred. IntenMl^ eold. 
About nomt the weather deued np. Mid we found onneWea 
eloM In ta tlie ielud <rf Jni iSmytai. Tbia Isluid waa flnt 
diaeorered t^ the Dutch, uid for nuuiy jeare wm frequented 
bjr them. They built bote for the purpoee of bdllng the fat 
of the whale and o( the aaala. Tbt^ made more than cue 
attempt to winter on It, but failed, the men being alw^a 
found dead on the return of the vMaela in apring. It !■ 
now entirely abandoned to the Polar bears and the whit» 
foze*. It ia mrely aeen 1^ the Oreenland-men, and only oo- 
easionally by the veaaela In leareb of aeaU. It ia very rugged, 
Todcy, and moontainoua; the hl^ieat peak la called Beenn- 
beig; it ie a Toloano, and uaed to emit ooaeldetable qnan- 
titiea of fire, enK^ atouea, and aahe*. Of late It haa beoi 
quirt, or, rather, no etuptioi haa been obeerred, perbape 
from not being ao mndh freqnented. Several ^ the amaller 
hiUi, frwn their appearane^ aeem to have had a Toloanie 
origin. At ni^t, the wind abating, the ahlp atood away 
fnnn the Iiland, leat it ahonld turn calm or blow on ibore. 

IStb. — Wind from JUL agUn, and a atrong gale. Threw 
overboard 30 tons of ballaat to listen the ahlp. Saila 
eloee-reefed, and a very heavy aea. 

16th. — Oale contlnuea; at noon, by obaervation, wen in 
latitude T0.S6 N., baring been driven two degreea to the 
•outh by the gale. In the evening, saw the top of Beerenberg 
for the flnt time, distant between BO and 70 mllea. 

lOtb. — Weather beautiful and clear; ship beating to wind- 
ward wiUt all aaila set, in a olear sea. In the aftemom 
were visited by two finners— the Balaena-PftyaalKe of natnral- 
iatsi they gambolled about the veieel, apparently feeding for 
a eonaiderable length erf time. The larger one could not be 
less than M feet long. Finners, when full-grown, are mudi 
longer than the true whale, and are readily diatinguished by 
a large fln on the back. They are not so fat as the JfyeMoitua; 
tbe whalebone U shorter, broader, and brittle,— oonsequently, 
of no value or nse; titeir velocity in the water ia greater, 
and their progress is performed by much more elevated curves 
or bonnda. In oonaequenee of their amazing mnaoular strength 
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•■d HUTlt7 In tlw mtar, Ouj an nenr attadced bj O* 



ITttL— WMtba dnll, with ooeuioua light thowon of mow. 
At mld-iaj it elMnd np, And we fovnd oanelna In strMOis 
Ml thin iM} Jan Ifayan KJl, diit&nt abont Benn milM. TIm 
monnbdn distinetlj Mm from ita baaa to Ila top; It* haigfat 
la abcmt 7,000 feet; the ■nmmit leemad to be amddng. Baw 
nttmber of aaaU on the toe, but eould not niooeed in killing 
any of them, aa, being older and wiaer, they tumbled into Uia 
■ea at oar appnaudi. 

ISth.— NhtIt- aOm, ftnd the weather baMitifnl)r dear. We 
U7 eloae in to the lalaBd, ao oloae that we enjoyed a fine 
view of the lertwrgi attadtad to the land. In the erening the 
ieme wa* enllrened by the arrtral ot aome email Datoh Teaaeb 
In ieardi of aeali. nieae are nneommoDly aearoe, and are anp- 
poeed to hare taken thdr annual migration to the north. 
Uany thonaanda are annually killed at the weat ioe, prin- 
dpally by the Dutdi, who fit oat a great many small Teaaela 
for the pnrpoae, and are reiy dexterons. They leave Holland 
late In Febmaiy or early In Uardi, and proeeed direct to the 
lee, whidi they atrlve to make in latitude 07 or 08 N., and 
ntvm urly In Hay. They are graerally very inoeeeMFal, 
mndi more to than the Britldi, who aend no veaaela expreaily 
for the pnrpoae. B«Hne of the Qreenland-men oceadonally 
eall at the wwt lee, aa we are now doing; and If, after explor- 
ing it for a few days, th^y, like na, do not meet with aeala, 
th^ proeeed to the nortb, to the more prolltable iUhery of 
the whale. Seala are gregarlona, and at this aeaaon are found 
in flocka of many thouaanda. At this time they are yonng; 
and J do not know whether it ia from their age or from the 
torpidity oauaed by the eold, but they allow the Bailors to 
get oa the pieeea of iae and Icno^ thou on the head with m 
dnb. After tlieir migration to the northward they are very 
wary, and make into the water on the flrat approadi of an 

ISUi^^uita oatra, and beantlfol dMtr weather] attempted 
to ahoot aome birds, but, owing to the «rtreme eold, I could not 
hoU the gun. Tile Urda prindpaify about the ahip are loona, 
a enrloos Urd, about the si» of » wUd-doA— blade, with a 
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white br«Mt and bellf ; the wlnip mrm pluad mr (u bMk. 
the Ugt long «iid web-footad: Th«7 poMMi the ■ing"l«i' 
fMul^ of betng able to ftj under wkter, not lo faat ae In 
the air, but itiU with a tcderabla degree of reloeltr. Ftodce 
(rf th«tn oecaaliKiaUy pesi Uie ihip nnder water, and in cilear 
i»lni weather are eaaily eeen from the deck. 

20th.— Fine weather, and fair wind. Bellnquiahed onr 
aearoh for w all , and bore aw»r to the north. 

21st.— Stitng wind from 6.E. Ship boring to the north 
throng atreame of light iee. Weather extrratel^ edd. Dar- 
ing last night loet eight ^ Jan Hxjm and of moet of the 
birds which need to hover aroond tu. Now and then only a 
solitary bird, ealled a bnrgaraaater, to be eeen; th^ are ywj 
large and tall, and perfectly wlilte. Thej are seldom or 
never eem on the water, bnt either in the air or perched on 
a pinnaele at Qm lee; Ouj are very iby. 

23rd. — At Boon we were by otoerratitNi in lat. JiM, and 
weather ezeeaslvely eold. 

24th. — All han^ biulty employed In Sttingont the whale- 
boats: six linee, each about 140 fathoms, are smoothly epUeed 
together, and eoiled eyetematioally in eaeh boat, fnnn Hie 
centre of the eoll to the drenmfeTence, so that there may be 
no poealbility of their fonling. A harpoon is attadted to Uie 
line, by tlie medinm of a few fathoms of very fine and 
flexible rope. The harpoon itself Is abont three feet long, 
and la fltted with a handle dx or eight feet long. Eaeh boat 
is provided with a pole abont twen^ feet lon^ ealled a 
Jadc-staff, eanying the ship's private signaL nds is hoisted 
when any boat baa stmdc a whale, to serve as a algnal to the 
ship, as well as to the other boats, for assistance, ^ere are, 
likewise. In each boat, three or four lanoee, to dtspat«h the 
wliale when exhausted; a wooden Md, or small bucket, to 
throw water on the line when running ont, to prevent eom- 
bastion from the frietloni and two Img knives to out lidee 
In the tall for tlie ropes used in towing tbe whale to the 
ship. There Is always a •mall and sharp *xe In Uw beer, 
ready to cut the line In Mae it should ran foul. Xadi boat, 
folly fitted out, is hnng l>y taeklee dear of the ahlp^ side, 
and ean be lowered Into the water in a few seoonds. 



Digitized .yGOOgle 



StJBOEON OF A WHALER 35 

20th.— FuMd wmie AoAtiiig icdwrgi, looking like ahip* 
under lail at » litUa diitwioe. Being now on ibt fishing' 
groond, a man U conatuitljr ■tatloned in the orow'e-iMvt, on 
the kM^-out. 

itth. — Fine alear wmther; huge maaeea of ioe aa all eidea, 
•ome ahooting to a gnat hel^t, like apirea. Some hi^ 
pieoea with flat topa, and the man^ amaller piecea Inter- 
vened, atruek me loroiblj aa bearing a strong reaamblaiioe 
to a Urge town in winter. By ofaa. lat. 76.48 N. Cold ex- 
treme, ereTTtliing fluid being froien on the ilij^teet ex- 
poanre; eren the nun, when expoaed on deck, la rendered 
quite thick, like froien oil. We now enjo^ oontiaual daj, aa 
the lUn rerolvea anmnd ns without ever letting; the differenee 
being that it la aonth at noon and north at midnight. Our 
paaaage to the north obatmcted by pecked iee. An immenae 
fiocdc of leala pasaed ua on their migntion northwarda. 

ZTth.— Early this morning, the iee opening, we made way 
to the northward, threading through the pieoM with great 
care. Again aaiToanded l^ birda — bnrgomutera, mollymawki, 
loom, dnfkiea, roaehes, and amall party-oolored birda, called 
Gmenlaitd parrot*. From the ahelter of tlie loe the sea la 
aa smooth M glaaa, and the cold not near ao intense. At 
noon, were by ohe. in Ut. 77.40 K. A large flnner paaaed 
ua. Daring the evening several unieoms, the IfonodoH- 
Jfonooeroa of naturaliate, eajne and sported around the ves- 
ael. They were apparently from 12 to 20 feet in length. 
Their color ia a dirty white, emered with bhutk spots. The 
males hare one horn projecting from the upper jaw, which 
varies, according to the age of the animal, from a few 
inoliea to 12 feet. This horn is twisted from right to left 
epirally, and for hardness and capacity to receive polish is 
equal to the beat of ivory; the horn is of no known use to the 
animal; it is perhaps merely an attribute of the male. We 
made fruitleaa attempts to slriJi:e one, but witiiout aucoess, as 
th^ were exceedingly shy. 

2Sth. — Ihe man In the aroVa-nest gave notice of a whale 
ooming towards the ship; two boats wen instantly manned 
and lowered. At a short distance it atopped to breathe; the 
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bo«t* ware within a Um yudi of It, when it took the alknu 
and made o0. Am It WM eloM to the eUp. I hul ft capital 
eluwee of witncMing it* mottMUi it 1»7 h«U « Kinnte w lo 
on tlie Burfuw, with tJta erown of Ite liead and ita back oat 
of the water; it then blew a quantitr of aiz and mnena, like 
■team, tlirouf^ tlie alivholea oo the top of the Itaad, and 
gradually aank three or four feet) m giadnallr riaing again; 
it again breathed and aank. Tliia waa r^eated aeveral tiKca, 
till, being alarmed by the ^>praadi of the boata, it aud^ulj 
doeked Ita head, currad iU baok, and, giring ita huge tall a 
flouriah in the air, made off. When we <m deck aaw Vr. 
Aabe, the tint officer, pnah out his bow-oar, jnn^ mp, and 
■eize his harpoon, ready to atrilu^ we made sore of tlte irtkale; 
and when we aaw It make off, I know that aareral kwketa-on 
distiiictly broke tlie tliird ^'TitTPB ndmwitu In tlie aftamoon a 
ntunber of nniooma ipwting roond Oia ship, but we eoold 
not siiMeed in atrildng one of them. 

2Sth.— At 1 A. K. aaw the land to the eastward, and stood 
towards it till o'eloek^ when we were doae in-eliore. It 
presented a ohaln of high eraggj mountaina, aorared wiUk 
Bnow; five of them in paiticnlar were reiy striking and 
peaked, and appeared to be as high aa fieerenberg on Jan 
Uayen. No eigns of regetation — nothing but icebergs bare 
blaek rocks, and a backgronnd of i^ mountaina. We were 
on Uutt part of the ooaat of Spitsbergen called 'M«gi<»iT* 
Bay. We did not land or make any stay, but proceeded 
along the coast to the N. We passed lereral icebergs, soma 
of tolerable else. One we saw at Jan Ifayen, 1400 feet liif^ 
did not seem much larger than some we see here. Oontinned 
to the N. Another chip in company. Baw a whale, but as it 
was pursued by their eUp^ boats, took no notioe of it. 
Tried to get enne scale lying on a piece of ice, but failed. 
Saw another whale; lent two boats after It; but, after an 
nnsneeeaafal chase of three hours, they were signalled to 
return on board. 

SOUi. — Ship plying to the N. through the ice; got a hesTy 
Mow tnm one of the piece*, nie London ahip in company 
with us saw and ctmok a whale, which they succeeded In 
fctlUng in three hours, bat not tmtU It had killed one of their 
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men l); 4 strcAe ot lim Wit hb bo^ ma pvt Into a box, 
and pUced in tha minn-top for the pnrpoM of being taken 
home to hie friends. 

11*7 1*^ — "^^^ mcHnlng, n few minutes after midni^t, 
n taJloT, dreeeed np Tith iUne, RnMo matte, an enorawne 
wig of bone-hair and oakum, oame to Ou eblp'i bowa aa 
Nepttme. His wife, as Ampkitrite, ilrraiml In an eqoal^ 
tantastie manner, hailed the ship, ordering the sailors to back 
the main-yard. Then, otnning on dedc, thej were mounted 
on a gnn-earrlage, by mj ot a oar, and drawn along the 
■bip'B declu to the after-hatAhwaj; tbe^ were then eon- 
ducted in state to the between-deoks, where, the orew being 
mnatered, Keptnne made a speech, that he, the God of 
the Mas, wa* ^ad to see them; and as some of them, liis 
loving aubjeet*, Itad never passed tha north oape oi Snrope 
(71.10 N.), he would, assisted 1^ Us wife, shavv them, so 
that henceforth and forever th<T mlgbt have the privily 
of navigating bis dominions north of said eape. Those who 
had Doi bttn in Greenland twfore were brouf^t out, one Itj 
oae, and, iMing seated on a large eask, Neptune's wife 
daubed their faces with a vile eompoeltion of soot, tar, and 
oil, which was scraped ott by Neptune with a razor made 
ot a ruBtf iron hoop. There vraa no appeal; every one must 
■nbmit. One or two obnoxiona lads were ronglilj treated: 
being asked a qneetion, as soon as the mouth was open to 
answw, the brush wa* thrust into it. When called np, toy 
plea for exemption would hardly have been listened to if I 
had not had the key of the spirit-room, and used It forth- 
with. The ceremonies concluded with a danae and a donble 
allowance of nun. BItt«rly cold; ther. 40 below zero, in 
the afternoon two whales rose near the ship; ibe boats got 
very near them, but oonld not sneeeed in striking eitlier of 

2nd. — ThlA toggy weather, and intensely cold. Hie rig- 
ging covered with a saltish rheum arising from the sea. It Is 
deposited on the men's faces and clothes; from its excoriating 
effect on the skin, it is commonly called "^e barber." This 
mist or fog does not exist far alnve the level ot the sea, as in 
the erow's-wst It is quits dear. The sliip laid-to all day. 
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6th. — Bknring hftrd from V^ with IniniTenbl* cold, 
nndeTiiig a p«noi) eipaaed to it onabla to artIoalAt« from 
torpidity or eontrKtion of the ukimIm of the faee. Tha ioe 
erantiig down and tbrMtenlng to doM tu in, let all lall, and 
■tood away to the 8. PaMed a Polar bear on a piece of iee, 
bat were too uudoua to eteape the danger which threaten! 
VB to stop and attadt It. Compared to what I had Men In 
menafierie*, it wnned a Urge one, bnt waa informed that It 
was not more than lialf-grown. In the erening escaped from 
our dangerons position in tlie iee, leaving two Tcsseli beset, 
lliere to remain in great danger until the ice opens again, 
or the cnrrent earries them three or four degrees to Um 
sooth. 

8th. — Ship stin making her way to ths sontiiward, among 
heavy tee. Again in danger of being closed inj the only 
passage was between two heavy maases of Ics, whleh, under 
the infloenoe of the wind or current, were approadilng each 
other. When nearly through, the pieces cams In oontaet 
with the ship, and emshed the two quarter-boats to pieces; 
extremely glad to get off so dteaply. At one o'clock were out 
of danger from being beset in the Ice. Daring the atteroooii, 
when walking the deck with Capt. Dannstt, I pereeired two 
objects on the surface of the water. Locking at them at- 
tentively, I became oonvinced that they were two human faces, 
and at once gave the alarm. A general laagh, and an ex- 
clamation that they were a eonple of walrusses, set me to 
fights. We tried to harpocm tbem, but without niooese. 

8th. — Wind more moderate. One ship in company with us, 
proceeding to N.W. Ban against a piece of ice, whidi 
started some of the planks t>a the starboard bow. Noon, 
lat. by oba. 7BJI8 N, Saw a whale, and sent S boats after iti 
but after a fruitless diase erf two hours they were recalled. 
At F. H. saw the vessel we had been in eompaay with In 
the morning with a signal of distrsss flying. It bad strode 
ap<m a piece of ice and been serkosly damaged] as, how- 
ever. It was to windward of ns, and as the iee 1^ veij 
cross, we oonld not easily get near them, so we pnrsned onr 
own course. The ship was the Lawtl, of Bnrliiigtoa. 
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IOUl — Strmg gala* of wind ud Uttla loe. Baw menl 
wIikIm, bat too ttonay to lower th» boAta. In tHe •raiin^ 
VMtb«r more moderate; reeeived a Tint Irom OapL Cook, 
of the BUadUth, ot Hull, wlto had Just killed a unicorn, so 
laqp aa to yield two butte ot oiL Just befof* midni^t lent 
two boata after a whale, but without cnooeea. 

llthv — Fine weather, and oalm. lltie forenoon an Immense 
■word-flab^ — D«lpAimt»-Otadiator — pasted oloee to the sUp. 
It is said to be the greatest enemy of the whale; it is rery 
nue^ seen so far north. In itrength and velodtj in the 
water, It equals, if It does not ■eseeed, ai^ known fish. 
Weather being so fine and mild, I went a-sbooting, and shot 
a ntunber of roaches, dufkies, loona, and snow-birds. Staffed 
ft eouple of eadi, and gave the rest to the men for ses-ptes. 

18tb.~S(»ne Dutch ships in eompany. This morning » 
irtuUe lOM in their midst: each vessel sent two or three boats 
to wait where they totpeeted it to rise. I antiolpated a 
diverting scene when it did rise, and was not disappointed. 
All was hnrry-skurry and eonfusion, which frightened ths 
fish and caused it to flourish its tall in the mii and make off. 
iMt. bj obs. 70.67 N. Went on board Me of the Dutdi ships, 
lie captain, a joaag man, spoke xme English. He had 
been five weeks off Jan Mayen, where he had killed three 
thousand seals. The masters of two of the other vessels were 
his brothers. On taking leave, he gave Hr. Ashe and me 
each a square bottle <A very excellent gin. 

13th.— Weather calm. Went a-shooting, and killed forty- 
one birds — enough for all hands for a oouple of days. 

14th. — Beautiful weather; the Lord Wellington and the King 
Q«org9 in c<Hnpsny. At B a. li. two whales rose; each ship 
sent a couple of tioats; one of the flsh was struck l^ a har- 
pooneer of the Lord Wellington, who at onoe discovered that 
he had only got fast to a sucker. It was very soon killed, and 
found to be little larger than a unicorn. The attention of all 
the boata was then directed to the female, as they all knew, 
by experience, it would not leave its young ons, but would 
hover about the place. For nearly (onr hours It ran about 
like a mad creature, closely pursued 1^ the boats of the three 
ves sels. At one o'clock it was stnwk by a harpooneer 
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of tlw Kitg a«>rg4, who, baiag ualitod I7 kU tlw hoaU, 
■oon killed IL I hMW» oftau h«ftrd ot tha nutMiial AfFeoUoB 
of the whale, utd here mw a flsa IuUbm of it. Aboat 11 
r. H. we were Waited bj a very flne ae*-hone[ mads aereral 
attempt* to atrike it, bnt failed. If ahot and woonded, it 
would make off; if kiUed, it would link like a stone. A* 
the ioe waa okaing in, the Lord WeUMfton and we made the 
beat of our wajr out, learing the Kiitf Qvtrga bcaet. 

ISth^-BeanUful clear weather; th« Lord WeUmgUm In 
eompany. Saw two whale*; each ahlp wnt two boata aftM 
them; the harpooneer trf the Lord Welliitfton struck one; and 
as the two boarts we had sent were oft in pursuit of the seoood 
whale, Ci^it. Bannatt lowered two other* and sent them to 
assist the Lora WeUington. Their whale, whan atruek, went 
perpendicularly downwards, where it remained upwards 
of half aa hour; it then eane to the *arfa«e, apparently quit« 
•xhauated; and a* the boats wen tetMuttd about where it 
was expected to rise, it was immediately harpooned afaln, 
and It dived a Moond time before reeovering its breath; but, 
being obliged to rise to breathe, tvro more haipoona were 
driven Into it; and as it was from breathlcssneas obliged 
to remain to breathe, aereral whale-Iauees, some twenty 
feet long, were thrust into it* body. It made aereral in- 
effectual struggle* to get away, bnt waa too far apent; and as 
some of the whala-lanoee had penetrated the lungs, it began 
to eject blood; and as ei^t bo«ta were lying alongside^ 
plying their long lances into it* body. It soon expired and 
turned on It* back. At that moment the look'«nt at our own 
mait-head called out: "A faUl— « falll" Ererythlng was 
Instantly in an upnMtr; those who were in bed rushed 
on de^ undrest, and tumbled into the boats, whieh were 
Instantly lowered into the water and pushed off, the man 
in the crow's-nest pointing with his arm in the direction 
they were to go. A* we on ieA could see nothing for the 
ice, we were told by the look-out that one of oar boats was 
fast to a whale, about three mile* to leeward. In a few 
minute* he called to us on dedt to say that the aeoond boai 
had also stmdt the whale. By this time, the two boata 
which had been assisting the Lord WsUwytOM having re- 
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torned, tli* aUp nwde wll with ftU the ipue bokta la fanr, 
being directad fay the mta ftt tba mftat-lMMd. Whan aoKt 
tlie boftla whleli had atradc Um vlul^ tli« Ioom bcMta w«re 
cut off tnd diapened wlierB it mi expectad to rlae. It did 
rlM 4uit« ezhAiut«d, but liutuitlf dived m»ia. Mid nem 
«un« np. In tbft tiie«iitline tha 1m ma coming togethflr, 
tnd baaet tbe bo«ta; attcmptt wen made to drag np tlu 
wbale, bnt without raeoeu. The endi of the Uoe* wero 
then taken on board the ihlp, with the lnt«ntion of either 
dragging up the whale or dntwlng ent the harpoone. The 
liuee, howerer, bndce, and the whale waa lost The ehlp 
Immediatelj took the boata on board, and rejoined the Lord 

WrilMftOM. 

IOth^-Be*ntlfnl w««ther, and quite mUd. Ship making 
her way to the N. through heavy lee. At noon we were 
by obe. in lat 80.11 N. The two diaoovery-ehlpa last jear 
only reached nine mllea further, being then etopped by the 
•oUd eontlnent of ioe. 

ITth. — Strong breoiea of wind. A ahip, called the flpMMr, 
of Hall, in company with ue. I>aruig the lorenoon a whale 
nwe; each vesael lent boata afUr IL After playing about 
for a oODilderable time, It waa at last struclc bj one of the 
ApMwer'e harpooneen; it waa doae to u« when it waa etrudc 
a aecond time, and ihortly afterwarde a third time. Soon 
afterwards a wrlotu aooident had like to have happened: 
one ot the Spciwer'a harpooneere, approaching it for tha 
pnrpoae of lancing it, received a blow from the whale'e tail, 
which knocked the boat out of the water; it struok the 
boat a lecond time, eo that it went to plecea and tank, 
throu^ the wei^t of the lines, leaving the men atrugf^ing 
on the snrfaoe: they were, however, epeedlly pidced up by 
the other boats. The harpooneer was standing up, and was 
knodced oat by the first stn^ of the animal's talL As we 
did not speak the Bpetteer, cannot say whether any of the 
men were seriously Injured. In two hours afterwards the 
whale was killed. 

leth^-Beautlfal weather, but cold. Saw two wbalea, but 
eoald not sucdeed in striking either of than; we peroatved 
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tut MU «t than had wetn on Ito t»^ aboot tk* ■!>• a< 
bArpooB-voonda. 

IMh.— BtNDg breeaea of wind. A whal* Mng Mtn at a 
diatancc, boata wen Inatantlf lowwad: tlM nam wart aa 
uaual in th«m, whan, in hi* aaipnuaa to gat away, tha boat- 
■t«arcr of ana ol them took tba faU entiMly off tha olaet. 
The immadiata reanlt waa that, not baing able to aupport tha 
weif^t, tha ateni of the boat dropped and preaipitatad tha 
Buu into the watar. Ona had preaenea ot mind to aat^ 
hold of t-^* ahlp'a laddair; *-^* other four were etmsalins In 
the watar aatarn, at the ahlp waa going at the rata of aaveB 
kDOtt. The aUp waa Inttantljr laid-to and boate aant to thtii 
reaoua: before tb<7 reached tham, however, two bad eni^t 
eoe eame agais to the turfaea, and waa laid hold of by a 
boat-book; tbe other waa teen under watar and bron^tt np 
by lowering a harpotm. Both were inanimate and it waa 
only aftar a fcftiig - iwmH]ftfii>^ qm of Uia ordlnarj nyient tiiat 
vitalltj waa raitorad. I am afraid to mj how long one 
of them remained without erinelng any ai^ia of Ufa. At 
anjr rat^ the whale waa left nndittnrbad. 

20th.— Mf IQth birthday. Strong galea of wind, bat, aa 
we were among heavy ioe, did not feel their efleota. Saw 
two or three wbalea, and tent tlx boat* aftar tliem. ^le 
whalea were not numiog, bat teedlng and playing abont 
One rote near one of the boata, and the harpooneer, pulling 
the boat ri^t on ita back, atrudc it; It ran a very abort 
diatanee down, when it eama np again and lay on the aorfaoc^ 
■plaahing and flouriahing ita tall and f^nm in the air in audi a 
dangerouB manner aa to prevent any of tba boata getting near 
enon^ to strike It a teoond time. Alter a while, however, 
it went down, and rote again doae to the edge ot a haavj 
floe of ice, where it acted the tame game ovw again] it lay 
evidently watdiing the boata: and when any of them at- 
tempted to approaoh it. It turned on ita aide, ihalcing ita fln 
in the air, with which it evidently knew that it eould daati^ 
them. Ur. Aahe, the flrat offioer, aeeing how matter* ttood, and 
knowing it would eacape if not reiy apeadily aeourad, got on 
the piaoe of ioe at a little diatanoe, eanying hia barpoon, and, 
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with two of hli man dnggtng Um liiw, nuda hli way nntU 
ha got Jost am Uim whkle, whan ha threw hU harpoon with 
tnob foiM M to mak* it panetrate the whale*! body to the 
atodc. It initantl^ dired, and ran flva line* ont before it 
again came to the nirfaoe; and when it did, it was as wi^ed 
and miachieTona aa before. One boat at last aoooeeded in 
striking It, but, when baAlng aotam again, reeelTed a blow 
of ita talL The lutrpooneer, leeing the impending blow, leaped 
bade among the men; It atrndc the boat'* bow obUqnelj, ao aa 
not to Injure It; but the eonouadon threw tha boat-atoerer into 
tlia wat«r. Aa tha whala began to ran, the Una waa at imea 
divided by the axe, and tlie boat returned to pldi up tha 
ataanrnaa, wha wai ahnoat frit^taned to death. Ha did not 
know how ha had got into Uie water, <« what had happoiad 
to him: being, Itowerer, utterly naelaaa, tha eraw took him 
on board tha ahip, wUeh waa eloaa bj, and, taking another 
In hia plaee, joined tha hunt again. In ttia meanwhile, the 
whala waa again aattlug tha boata at daltanoa, and it waa 
only after some time that two of them, rowing rapidly past 
it, threw their harpoons Into it. It waa then killed, bnt not 
until flre houn had elapsed from the time it was first stm^ 
When dead, it turned over on Its back; holes were then made 
throng its fine, which were lashed across tha bally. Similar 
boles were made in the forica of Its tall, thnni^ whieh ropea 
were leered, and then, ail the boata fastening on, the whale 
waa towed to a neigfabooring roaaa of ioe, to which the ship 
waa already andiored. The whale being then brought along- 
•ide, the harpooneera, with iplkea on the aolea of their boots, 
got upon It, and cat a pleoe about four feet wide by six 
feet long, leaving its base UBont. A hole waa than made, 
ihrau^ whldi tite loop of a ationg rope waa pasaed, and 
faataned hy a fidd. The rape was then rove through a block 
ta the rigging, and its end taken to the windlass. This 
arrangement or aontrivanoe not only keeps the earoase steady, 
but, aa the anrfaoa Is removed, enablea the whale to be 
gradually turned and another surface eipoaed and removed. 
When this was done, lAidi only took a few minutes, tha 
harpooBMTS and steerara eut out pieces of about a ton 
wd^t, irtileh were b<riat«d ob deek I9 ropes and pulllaa 



Digitized .yGOOgle 



44 UY FATHEB'S JOUBNAL 

waneeted wltti tka wImIm*. At fut m thaw plaeai wan 
holitod on deek, the^ wan thrown down tha h«tdiw»7 ha- 
twem tha det^i. Tha tower Up of tba earaaaa waa ant vp 
and hoiat«d on board; tha aneimoaa tongna, whieh ia a aiMi 
of nearif pure fat, waa aent np; the iritaleboBa whieb la 
attaohed to the roof of tha month waa then remorad; tba 
fina and tail were out off and hoiated np; and tha whala 
gradnallj turned orer, until it waa entire^ fltfuAii Tfut 
«4iole time ooenpled waa nearly three honra. Th» fat on 
the aorfaee of the body was abovt ten incfaee thlok, whldi ia 
eonaidered to be my little. The fat on the body of a 
full-grown female ia freqamtly, I am told, two feet or more 
in thlckneaa. I am anrprlaed to find the fat firm, and mMe 
like griatle than the ordinary fat of animak. When boiled 
down, howerer, Mr. Aahe infonna ma that it yielda 7S par 
oent. of pure oil. While the whale waa being ent up wa 
wmra anrronnded by immenae number* of mollymawlca aad 
■now-l>irda, whleh eonld eaaily be knocked down with a 
•tick. Tha aailon amtued ma by throwing some pieeea of 
blubber among them, too Urge for any ain^ bird to swallow ; 
when ma got hold of it, ha waa instantly attacked by the 
others, and almost torn to plaoea, until he quitted It lUa 
went on toitil some bird rowe powerful or mora daxt^vus 
managed to get off with tt. 

After the wbale wss flinched, the deds were cleared and 
deanedj the ship waa eaat cB from tiie ice, and stood away 
to the NJi. One of the man, who yeaterdAy was near^ 
drowned, suffers to-daj fn»a acute inflammation of the lungs. 

21st.— Light airs, and baantlful mild weather. In the 
afternoon two whalea rose eloae to the ship, and remained 
sporting on the surface in a very loving manner. The boats 
were instantly lowered and palled towards them; one of the 
boata ran against the whala, and the harpoooeer, who had 
Jnst seised Us harpoon, was thrown down; he, howerer, 
reoonrered hfmseU In an Instant, and plunged his harpoon 
Into ita bade As the irtiaJe, howerer, was In no hnny to 
go aw^, tlie man again aeiasd his harpoca, and, throwing 
Us wliola weli^t on it, gsTe It a good shore. It then set 
oft nearly perpendicularly downwards, and with sndt tsI- 
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ocitf tltkt the iMTpoouMr wm hlddm In tha (meln cftnawt 
by the nplditjr of the UnM TOmiing roond the bolland, uid 
thii la spite of the water thrown upmi It. A Meond bo«t WH 
just in time to render Kid before the lines were run oat. The 
whftla eune up af^ln in Kbout ui hoar, nearly de«d — not 
from fatigue or exertlm, but from the enonnonB, klatort 
incredible, w«lght of wAt«r it had sustained. It nm oat 
Bsnn lines, euh line 140 fkthoma long, uid went Kpptrently 
prnpendlenlurlj down; if so, It must hkve been subjeoted 
to % pressure of 080 fatlunns (rf wstar. But, even if one or 
sren two hundred fathoms are allowed for obliqui^, still the 
pressure must have been almost incalculable. It la; almost 
motionless, until three boats pulled on Its back and struck 
their harpoons into it: it ran another length of line out of 
their boats, and then stopped. It was iustantlj' surrounded 
bj all the boats, and in the spaee of torty minutes more was 
Idlled. The ship was ag^n anchored to a piece of Ice, as 
yesterday, and the whale brou^t altrngslde and cut up. It 
also was a male animal, and very lean. 

84th.— Quito calm, but a dense tog. We hear whales 
blowing on ereiy side, but cannot see them. Six boats, 
howerer, were sent off with strict orders not to separate, 
nity retained unsuccessful: they heard and saw seraral, 
but ooald not get near enough to strike <mm. At noon 
it cleared up, and dlscorered us in a large basin formed by 
heavy iee, with numbers of whales sporting about in a very 
playful manner 1 but, being quite calm, they invariably made 
off whenever they heard or saw the boato. In the aftomo<« 
Capt. Dannatt got into a boat, and, posting himself on the 
edge of a pieoe of ice, resolved to wait in hopee that one 
would rise near him. He was not watting more than twen^ 
minutes till one rose about forty yards oil. He pulled to- 
wards it; but, finding the boat going athwart it, he directed 
the men to cease pulling, and ordered the boat-steerer to scnlt 
quietly. It lay shaking on the inrfaoe of the water, as if 
paralysed by a sense of Ite danger, nntil Capt. Dannatt 
strudc his harpoon into it; it then made off, ranniog only 
two lines out, when another harpoon was atruek Into it, and 
In an hour after it was first stnicfc it was killed. It was 
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ft auto fith, bat mj fai. Doiiag tha Mt ef fllanfclm » 
hMpooBMr oat Ui foot MTar^. 

2eth.-^tnn( wind and ehar. BUp thnndlnf har w^ 
to tko northwaid. At 5 r. m., aftar mi — ^*'f eliaaa, a 
whale wai haipoonad; it laa out flva Unaa, and wna Ulkd 
in two boon and a-haU. 

STth^At 7 r. M. we fot to tto open watv in lab N. 
70^, when we again joined the Lora W^Uttrton. In wt- 
eaping from the iee we left two TWiila bwet, who wen won 
to leeward tiian we were. 

2eth.— ^A whale waa leen, and three boata ware aent aftor 
it, one aoocecding in harpaonlng it; it ran aix linea ovt, and 
the grcat4r part of a leeond boat's linea. It renalnad nearly 
an hour before it eame to the anrfaoa again, and then roie at 
a eonaideiable diatanee, and not far from the Lor4 WatiwftoM. 
O^rt. Dannatt lent two boata to hia brothar'a aaelatanea; 
both atmdc it before it went down again, and in U minntoa 
more it va* kUled. As nsnal, the ship was anehored to the 
loe. 

Shortly after it was got on board and the dedm eleared, 
three or four whales wen seen, and boats sent after them. 
Ihe harpooner vbo had stmek the last iriiale got ekise to 
ma of them, but, through the fault of the boat-«t«>r«r, not 
does enouf^ to strike. He threw his harpoon, whieh did not 
penetrate. Hs, howerer, was fortunate enoogh to •trlke 
another, which remained down a eonsidsrable time. Ai aooa 
aa it roae, three more harpooa* wen driTen into itt but, in- 
stead of going down again, as was expeetod, it sat off with 
great rapidity towards the btmry pack of ioe to windward. 
Aa the men knew that tf it ones gained the shelter of the 
eloae lee tfa^ would Ukeljr loae it, the looae boaU attaahed 
themsf Itm to those fast to the whalst and «U stnek thMr oan 
In the water, to ntard ita lli^t; but In mini It tmAti the 
iee, and the moi wen obliged to pay ftway tbelr Unaa until it 
atopped, which it did in * few mlnntaa. Th» man, aaalng it 
bloirinft proeeeded ont the ie« with tbne hupoonsj two 
wen stndt Into It and the lanees freely used, when it made 
oA again, tortunatoly into clear water, when it was shortly 
killed. The ship, aa nsnal, was anehored to the iee; the 
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wh&Ie wu broDj^t alongtld^ and wm fllnolMd. It ms a 
BiKle fiah, vid iniieTKblj ]c«i. 

Sftth.— Bwntifnl weathn. Teiy iMWrlr run foul ot by % 
Dnteh lUp, whloh «une n oIom Uut I Mold have jumped 
on board. It had got two anum wfaales, aad bad their t«Ue 
hnng up in the rigging. No oorreapondenee in language 
between ua. 

SOth. — Qtdte eabn, but thick toggj weather. Two ihipa 
with ue, the Datdunan and a ahip from Aberdeen. Qreat 
numbera of unleonu and seala around ua, but could not take 
an; of them. 

Slat. — Laat night it began to blow from N.E., whldi drore 
the ice in large maaMe down upon us. Aa we eaw no praspeet 
of getting out, wa looked out for and found a creek In one 
of the largeat maaiM, into whidi the ship waa taken. Tht 
lalla were then etowcd and the preflaiona got on deck. In 
the oaae of the ihip being onuhed to ptecea. The lea con- 
tlnnea to omne down, ao that no wator can be leen, eren 
from the mast-head. Proepeet of getting out onlj bj a change 
of wind or by being drifted to the aonthward. Nothing to 
relicTC "the eye" but the bare nutate of the Dntdi and Aber- 
deen ships. 

Jnne Isi — Wlni SJi. Nothing can be more dleheartenlng 
than our imprisonment. 

2nd. — Earlj this morning the wind ohanged to the weat 
Dnring the day the lee lUekened ecmelderably, and as it 
peeled off to the aonthward we ooeaslonallr cau(^t sl^t 
of water. The Dutchman, being nearer the edge, soon got 
clear and out of sight. Some honra aftarwarda the ice near 
us began to more; a lane opened here and another there, 
and we set our sails readj to take adrantage of any channel. 
We at last oast off, and threaded our waj out between heavj 
Jloee, leaving the Aberdeen ship to follow, which was then 
a mile or two astern. Our wa^, when near open mtar, laj 
between two heavy floea. We got aafelj* throng, althon^ 
we found the channel getting percepUblf narrower. Being 
then nearly if not quite safe, I want below with Capt. 
Dannatt; and while eonTersIn^ Ur. Ashe came down to 
Inform ns that the Diamond, In passing between the two 
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picMi, lud been etn^ bf Uicm uid enuhed to plaoM. 
W« nn on deck uid foond It too true. Ona of hn nuuti wm 
■till npiif^t; th« othoii, with tngmmta of tlw TMtdi wan 
baing piled np anong tlu maMea of lea wUeh were btokea 
off bj the aolUaion of the two floaa. We ^tproaehad M 
near h we eould with regard to onr own aafe^, althon^ wa 
d»red not send them aof help. We penxdred tliat they had 
three boat* m the ioe, and were putting eaila, ehesta, meat, 
Ac, into them. Some of them at laat lanndied one of their 
boata over the loe, and eame on board of na. The party 
conaietod of the captain, the rargeon, tlu matee, and Hrerat 
of the men. A aignal waa made to the otlwre to OMne off, 
and one boat oame, loaded to the water's edge with men and 
some of their eSeeta. A» about twmtj etill remained on the 
ioe, boat* were Hnt to bring some of them off, and to a^ 
that if thef did not Instantly tc«o» on board tb^ would be 
left to tlielr fate. Tlwy did then eome on board, bat most 
of them quite dmnk and sliooldn^ profane In tlieir language. 
A» the iee eontlnued in motitm, and was still rtry mtudt, 
we got out (rf It as qnidcly as we eould, leaving the remains 
of the Diamond and her eig^t whales. Capt. SmaU, in giv- 
ing an aocount of the loss of his ship, said that in following 
our vessel he perceived that the channel between the Hoes 
was getting smaller, and lowered six boats to Mslst tif 
towing. When, however, escape was seen to be hnpoedble, 
the men in the boats, as well aa thoae on board, eeei^ed the 
eoUiaion I7 getting on the iee and out of the waj. lie men 
who were towing snooeeded In dragging tlirea of the boats 
on to the ioe. Those tm board got into the spirit-room before 
leaving. Some, and only a few, aneoeeded in saving • few 
of their effects. 

Borne Dutch ship being seen to leeward, the men who had 
last come on board requested to be sent to tbem. Thie reqoMt 
was readily granted, and two of their boat* were j^ven to 
than tor the purpose; and after the uprow and the disputes 
altont the divldon of the things saved were settled, they went 
off, and the others to bed again. Abont three o'elock we 
got into a fkaA of whales. Six boat* were instantly lowered, 
with strlot ordsn not to separate. Two irtiales were im- 
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iiMdi«tel7 harpooned. In ma hour and mrhait oiw wm killed 
ftud tAlun In tow 1^ the ahip; aad won altenrKTdi th« 
MOMtd wma killed, kud ftbo t«kai in tow. The bcmte then 
■trnek two othen, whidi were killed without maj untuual 
ooeumnoe. The ship wu then, m (uukI, uicliored to the 
iee, and the whalea were fUnebed. 

Aa the difterenee between iAj end night cut onl^ be dia- 
tlngoiehed by reference to the oompeea, and a* the oecnr- 
lences and erents of the laat two or three daja have been 
ao Taxied and io exciting, they are apt to get oonfuaed. 1 
am, howerer, tbtj decidedly entering the late ooeurreneea 
OD thli morning of the 3rd. 

3rd. — On this day we spoke the Middlettm, of Aberdeen. 
Her captain came on board, and after a coneoltation It waa 
decided t^t Capt. Small and a certun number of his men 
■hoold go on board the Jfiddletow. TblM wae aooordin^y 
done, and Capt. Small left ne with the ■ympatby of all on 
board. In the evening, ^te calm. The weather being thick 
and foggy, tbe ihip wae made fact to a piece of ice. 

4th^Weatiier etill calm and foggj. Cau^t a ehark ten 
feet bmg, and boieted it on deck for the porpoee of exam- 
ining its etmcture. 

Bth.— StiU perfectly calm. The Uiddleion and the Dutch 
ahip, with the Dwium^» men, are in company. Tbey had 
■trtiak * wbale for the Dntebmen, who are very anxiooa 
to keep them. 

7th. — Got a channel ont. Mid made way to the northward 
at noon. We were 1? obe. In lat. 80.12 K., and aUU making 
to the north. 

Bth^-At two o'cloek thie morning the Trafalffar arrived 
at the eoUd lee, which ecmneoU with the Nortb Pcde. After 
■ailing aome bonre along ita edge, in an eaaterly conra^ 
wa bore away to the eouthward. At noon we were by obs. 
In laL 80.44 K., and by Mr. Aehe'i obserratlon in 81.01 north. 
In the morning, before the ship bore away to the aonthward, 
It mnat have been ten or twelre milea farther to the north. 
At 7 P. H. we made the land, and eontinned to approach It. 

ftth.— At 7 o'ekidi thii morning we were oloee in with 
SHoBvk laland, on the aorUwm extremi^ of Spitsbergen, 
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Iftjdng In B0J07 N^ and ooutMl Uong during t]i« dMj, with 
a Hglit braaae of irind fram tbe NJ4JS. 

At lis o'elodi P. M. w« ftltored onr oootm to the wcatmrd 
again, and at mldnlf^t got among ll^t atnama of looM 
and nnan ioe, with hot* and then a heayy tot. 

10th. — Strong bretw and clear weather. Boring onr waj 
to the weatward with eonaiderable dUHral^, being often 
obliged to make a drenlt to get round the flocn or keep 
dear of them, ao aa to reach open water, the appearanoe 
of whidi we eonld aee in the dictvnoe. Abont two o'eloA 
we reached open water, wUoh waa formed by two Tory large 
and aereral amaller floea. The eneloaed clear water waa 
about a mile and a-half by a mile broad, and waa literally 
nnmning with whalea, kxddng like drorea of blaA cattle 
In a paatnre. All the boat« w«re lowered, with etriot tn- 
JnneUona to keep together and not to atrlke more than three 
liah at one timt. There waa, of eonree, a eoateat, and a very 
■harp one — not who ahonld etrika the Dah, but who ehonld 
do BO firat] for, bealdee the honor and credit, the har- 
pooner and a t eerman of a boat firat ttrOdng a iriiale r«- 
cdve each a guinea, and the Kiwera eeven-aiid-aixpenoe eadi, 
independently of their share in tb« general profits of 
the Toynga. Of comae, the four looae boaU ai» kept elear 
and ready to aasltt. TWo of the boats pulled Into a oreek, 
and Iminedlatety each atmdc a irtiale. Another boat met 
a whale, and, althouf^ at dlaadvantage, snoeeeded in getting 
t*wt to it. By this time, two shlpa, the Hamtcny, at Hull, 
and the t^nfon, of Peteriiead, seeing onr ilagi flying, ar- 
lired as we were killing onr three vrtialea. Ute boats of 
the Hnll ship stmA three fish; bnt for want of proper and 
timely asslatanoe, mm of them, with the six lines, eooaped. 
The Uirion'u boats straok two; bnt for the want of the aid 
of Uie other boata, one of them also got off, with their har- 
poon and Unea attadied to It By this time tiie three whales 
we had stmdc were killed, and the men In the boata were 
busy getting in and ooillng tbdr lines, exeopting Hr. Ashe, 
whoae line had got fonl of the bottom of the toe. As he waa 
positive that it waa a irttale h« was fact to, be did not strike 
Us Jack. While dUpntIng about it, a whale rose not far off. 
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uid wu Mplcd I17 two of tlie hotiM bdongtng to ona of tha 
otlier •blpa, who, lunrarer, wonld not etrike it, •> thc^ Hiw a 
bftrpoon aUddng in tta bMk, and Hr. Ashe's ^ack flTing not 
far off. Capt. Daiinatt> who witaewed the cireonutaaoe, Im- 
mediately called one of our boat*: but aa tbdr linee were 
not qolte coiled in, it did not come for a few mlnntaa, and 
hj that time the whale had gone. C3apt DanmUt, however, 
who waa in tiie orow's-nMt, obwrred ita coutm, and directed 
the boat to li« at a point whidt he pointed ont. The boat 
had only lain tbera a few minnt«a whan tha iriiale roaa at 
a ahort distance and waa instantly atrudc, and, with tba 
aaaistaoce of aoma of the other boat*, wUoh by that time had 
got in tbeir Unca, was soon killed. When bioU(^t alMigiida 
it was found to be tlie whale which bad eacaped from tba 
UtUut, aa me of that ship's harpoona, with alx lines, waa 
attached to it. B7 the time tbis last whale waa kiUed. 
bardly a flab was to ba seen: all had tai^en fri|^t and dla> 
appeand. 

nth. — At two o'clock Uiis morning the ship waa anchored 
to the ice aa usual, and the four whalea were braui^t 
alongside and flinched. 

Jhulng the time the crew were amploTed in cutting 1^ tha 
whalea we were visited by seraral shades, and 1 agala 
availed myatU of the opportnnitj of dlsaaoting one of tham. 
TiKf are moat torpid and sanaeleas animalaj for, thoii|^ a 
knife or a lance is run into tfaem, tliej latreat a few yards, 
but directly return again. After the whalea were fllndied 
and the decks cleared and cleaned, the ship was east off, and 
proceeded to look ont for the paaaage again, bat found it 
elTectually blocked Vf. 

12th. — Very thick and loggji no egreaa, and tba space in 
which we are oonflned ia evidently lasa. At noon, aaw a 
email whale and aent boats after it. One boat got near It, 
but not near enough to strike, and t^e harpocneer bora hla 
harpoon at it, but did not get faat. Soon aftorwatda It roae 
again near one of the boats, and the barpooneer strudt at it 
with Muab force as to bend hla harpoon alnwat double; but, 
to bta anrpriae, Hie man found the weapon remaining in hia 
hand. Ha bad struck it en the erown-bona. Soon i^terwarda 



Digitized .yGOOgle 



MT FATHER'S JOUBNAL 



IStlL— WmUist stUl tUdc uid foggr— M modt ao, tbtt 
objeoU euuiot be p«reeiT«d barand ttw Itofth of the •Up. 
Am the ipaM of mt«r In iriildi the diip ii eonflned feta IcM, 
wa ue (ritUged to SMt <rff uid ftbooM Mwtbw berth. During 
the arenlng the weather cleared np « little, and ire foond 
ounetna mtmninded 1^ nnloomt, bat eovld not atieeeed In 
atrUdng one ol thcan. Tbe Barmonn, bmmw, got «ne ^ 
■hooting it with n gtm-hAipoon. 

14th.— Weather etUl thidc uid foggr; no egreaa, but tha 
baeln in irtiieh we an ""■*'"-' apparentlf geta Urgw. To- 
day, gat again two abarkat neither of than had qj«a. Iha 
■oeketa remain, bnt the ejn-ball* appear to have bent taken 
ont, aa the remaina of the muaelea an atlll to be aeon. Tha 
cavity of the brain ia Teiy amall, hardly larger in dreum- 
ferenoe than the aptnal-mamw. They ate, oonaequently, very 
tenadoua of life. The head ot tme waa ent off, and retained 
ita Knalbility for a long time. A fiahlug-lead waa put Into 
Ita mouth fln honn alter, and it bit it thmu^ with eaae. 

loth.— ^tiU thidc and fc^gy. The ioa haa opened; but, 
Ml aooount of the fog, it waa thou^ nnaafe to eaat off,— ao 
we remain andiored to the ioe. 

17th. — Quit* olear, and fine mild weatlier. Pareelved 
anna T o a wl a eotning toward! na, and made otT to the N.W. 
with the intention of leaving them and keeping hj ouraelraa. 
Only one followed na. After Balling el^t houra, wa oune 
to two heary floee witii a elear paaaage between them; we 
ran down, leaving the other ehlp, whicU would not follow na. 
After tailing along the edge of one ol the lloea for three or 
four milea, Capt. Dannatt perceived a whale blowing in a 
hole in the floe. Two boata were atot to the edge of the iee, 
and one of the harpomwera was directed to proceed over the 
ice to the hole, and to wait there vntU the lUh speared again. 
He went with two of the men dng(^ng the line, and hmnd 
the whale stlU lying there. Be at onoe plunged hia harpoon 
Into it, with auch force aa to overbalanoe hlmaelf and 
taU into the water. He waa with diffieulty extricated by the 
two men who had aoeompaaicd him. Hm irtiale made into 
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tha op« wmter, uid wu klllad In an bonr uid MriM.il. WUl* 
tbe boAta wen fanrlng U OD Ixwrd, »-!»-^*' whftle roM oIom 
to than ; it was liutAiitljr pwaiwd uul itrui^ and in Uiirtf • 
five mluntM wm kUlad. It waa only a laall one. When 
tlu whAlM wen bn>ii|^t alonipide, it waa perceived that the 
Bom ot lea wen ecmiiiig together, under the InflneiiM of a 
ennenL The whalea wen Immediately oaat^rfT fnun the ehlp, 
and aix boata left to tow themi whila all aalla wen aet to 
beat ont again. In two hovn we had weathered a point, 
where we oonatdend ottraelTta aafo, and then lay-to for tha 
boats. Aa It waa, we had little time to apan; tot It m 
had not Been the lee in motion wbm w« did, or if we had been 
a mile mon to leeward, we would hare ahared the fate of 
the Diawumd. We watehed the two enormoua piecea eome 
in eOBtaot with a horrible oruahlng node, and Hiw the fnf- 
nenta ^led np to a great hei^t. Z mm*, w. 

int.— At two L x. the boata with the two whalea joined 
the eUp, and the uanal ptooeea waa gone throuf^. 

At ten A. K. apoke the ablp we had aeen the day before, 
the Jfory oikI XHsoiett; and aa it beeame foggy, the maetar 
aame <m board and spent the day. In tJie eming the 
weather cleared np, and, aa the loe i^peared to be eluein^ 
we tried to get into an adjoining body of water, bnt were 
prerented by a pieoe of ice twlee aa Ug as oar ship, vhieh 
Mocked np the only ehanoel. Twelre boata were sent — six 
from eadi vesael— to attempt ta tow It ont of the way. Jn 
half an hoar they aneeeeded in tnaldng a passage aofBdent 
to allow OS to paaa thrao^ which we did without damage. 
The Maty and BlteoAetA, howarer, etradc one ot the ildea 
of the passage, and, reocrflin^ got jammed fast; and. it waa 
only after oonslderable asertlona that she was towed elear. 
Botrn afterwajrda we aaw a whale, and pnnned it; bat the 
weather becoming foggy again, the boata were recalled. 

IMh. — UneonunoBly thldc and foggy, with very little wind. 
Early this morning the wateh on de^ heard repeated calls 
of "A faUl a fallt" and oonld diatinotly hear the whale-Unes 
running out of a boat, but oonld see nothing. Aa all of oar 
ship's boats were on board, we paid no attention to the calls. 
When another watch eanu on dadc, half an hoar afterwards. 
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tb« Iwrpoottser In «h4rge kurd » wbAfa bkxrlng ucftr th« ihip, 
uid wnt two boftU After It, bttt tea late. In a ibort time a 
boat belonging to th» Jfory and BUaoletk eanu oo board, 
and told na that tlugr had Uft tiMtr ihip in pomlt of eotne 
nuioomi, bat, eoming aeT«« tb* wh»3», had harpooned It, 
and loat it for want of aadataaee. Aa they eonld not find 
their Tceiei in the doue tog, they remained on board with 
ne until It ihonld clear np, wlildk it did in a few hour* aftar. 
During the day we heard the blaat of lAalee, bat oonU not 
■ee them for the fog. 

EOth. — Tills noming a polar bear appeared new ne, on 
the edge of the lee. He wm mppoeed not to be hnngiy, 
aa he did not attadc ne or get into the water, and none were 
hardy enon^ to attack him on tlie lee. After '■''*'"g at 
each other for lome time a fog luperrened, and we law Um 
no more. In the evening it eleared np, and w» found onr- 
aelTCfl inrrotDided bj nnioonu. Boate were lowered: one ot 
the boate, perceiTing ihree approaehlng, laj perfeotly rtiU 
OB the wnt«r, tiie harpooneer ordering the men te lift their 
oar* out of the water amd to be perfeotlj illenL There 
were a male with a taog horn, » female, and a Tonng one. 
On nearlng the boat tlie male perMlred it, and made off. 
The female waa followinf^ iriien the harpooneer threw hia 
harpoon, and fortonately with nueeH. It ran two llnea oat, 
and on ooming np waa killed hy the other boat. It waa 
brongtit alongalde and hoiated Into the ahip entire. Hie 
month, throat, and atomadi were full of different kinds of 
small animala and llahea — the greater number like uvwgnmu 
ahrlmpa; aome of tbem meaanred four or five inehea in 
length. The nnleom itaelf waa alxtea feet lonj^ amd yielded 
one butt of oil. At nine P. k. mad* aall to the northward, 
the eorrent having carried na eonalderably to the 8.W. 
Parted with the ifory oad MUmiftk, who piefanrad remaining 
behind. 

Early this morning, being at the maathead with one o( the 
apehaoneen, he directed my attention to two objeels on the 
ioe, at aome distanoe. Aa they adranoed rapidly toward* na, 
we soon peroeired them to be two polar beat*— an old oae 
and Ite cob. We ealled oat to thoM on detfc, and two boate 
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1 ud kmered, with O^ D. in ona of tbcm. 
As WMni «a tlie bean pcroedTcd tha boaU Ui^ got into Uw 
wftter, «nd awMii toward* tliem with Htnniafaing impidttf. 
WImb iHftr the boat* CvpU D. fired »t the old one, but with 
no i^pwent effect. He fired »g»in, when the beua timed 
Mtd n»d« tow&rde the iee; they aorambled up emd itood «t 
ita edge, ahewing no inelination to renew the kttAdi; tha 
boata 0Dt eloaer t« them, when Capt. D. fired again, and ahot 
tha dam Uuan^ the head. The joung one would not quit 
tta bodji but ramalned until a nooaa of a n^ waa Uuawn 
orer it, and it waa dragged into the water, aa CapL D. wished 
to keep it alive. It waa five feet long, and stood hi^er than 
a laigft sheep; when brou^t «i>«ijilH«, it shewed snoh 
faroaitr that It waa decdded to kill it I found their stomachs 
perfeettj emp^. The white bear la rery (erooioua, and, I am 
told, varj' rarelf turns tall, aa this ona did, when wounded. 
Innumerable storiM ar« told of their «**— ■'^■"g tha boats. 
Last aeaacm, CapUIn Hawkina, of the £i>ertkorp, ot Hull, 
attadud a bear In the wateri hla gun would not go off, and 
ha attempted to run hla whale-lanoe throu^ it aa It ad- 
Tanoed; the lanee, howerer, stnuk on its bieaat-bone, and tha 
bear, wrenching it out of his hand, got into the boat, and 
aeising him by the tlii^, made off to the nearest iee. The 
men ware paraljied for a minute or two^ wlim they followed 
the bear, Umnring the loose artioles in the boat at It; tme 
erf them hitting it on the head, it left hold of the captain and 
ftdlowed the boat, whieh, taking a turn, picked up the captain 
and took him on board. 

Some jears ago a bear was attadced hy a boat, and in 
trTing to get into the bow the harpooneer out off one of its 
paws with his axe; it then got into the stem of the boat, 
when the boat-steerer jumped oTerboardi it then oleared tha 
boat, of irtilch it held poasesaiou until it waa shot, the men, 
in the meanwhile, h^ngjng m in the water hf ftw oara. 

During the da^ we saw sereral whales running to the 
N.W., hot eonld not get near enou^ to any of them to 
strike. 

2Srd. — ^Early this morning; while eoasting along tha edge 
of a floe, saw sereral wfaalca running In the same direotloa 
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to N.W. u 7Mt«rd>7, and Mot dx btwta •!!» thtn. Vor 
npwsrda of aix boon tbej were nawtawfoL At hat a lioat 
lading at the lloe'i edg» pendfed two whalea eomiag towarda 
ttm, and aa tliaj paaaed, tlM h^rpooiiMr tknw Ua harpooB 
at one of them, asd got but. It waa IdUed witkovt any 
partienlar oeeniraiee. Tba aUp, aa nanal, waa mada taat 
to the edge of the floe. The whale waa then bnm^t akn^de 



When flnlehed, atood to the weatward, aa that waa Ike 
«atmc taken bj the iriialea. 

Mth^-StiU aUling to the weatward. No whale* mol 

2fith. — EKood to the weatward mtU we were etopped }ff 
the iee. We law no whalea, but pawed aanral beua. Oot 
throng an opening in the ice, and boie awaf to the Dorth- 
ward. 

SOtb^ — Qnlta calm, and warm weather. We law two beara 
Ml the iee, and Bcnt a oouple of boata after tbtnt. We loat 
light of one of them entirelj; the other kept nnging about 
withoot pereeivliig or noticing the boata. After we had left 
the ehip, iix of the men, jaon toolhar^f than the othere, 
ineleted on attacUng it on the iee. Thty armed themaelvee 
with harpoona and whale-laneea, and aet oB, leaTing one man 
in their boat. Thej had proceeded 160 or 200 yarda with 
great dlSenl^, on aeeonnt of the depth and aoftaea* of the 
■now, aa well aa of the great fneqnalitlM of the iee, iriien the 
bear either taw or emelt them. At anj rate It atopped and 
turned round, and looked full at them. Whether It waa that 
Ihej did not like ita looka, or that their eonrage failed them, 
but with one eonsmt they turned tail, and made tor the 
boat, tnmbling down eruy few *t«pe; and althon^ the be«r 
paid no attention to them, bat waa making towarda the othM 
boat, they did not atop to eee whether It* head or tail waa 
towarda them until they were nfely mi board of their boat. 
In ttie meanwhile the bear wma making hia way to the boat 
in which the captain and J were waiting (or biin. When be 
got to the edge of the iee he t^wk to the water, and awam 
rapidly toward* n*. When at a abort diatanee, Capt D. 
fired at it, and the ball went throng ita body. It at oaoe 
tnined about and got on the lee, when H i^Ied over and 
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ffTCT, and diMfpoi mow oa tha wonudi In ita aides, growling 
ail the wUle. At laat it again got into the water and made 
towarda na. I flred at it, but the gnu would not go off, bar- 
ing got wetted with tiie eplaahing of the oara. Capt. Dannatt 
then ordered the boat to be rowed nry rapldlj paat it, and 
at the moment of passing he thmat the whale-Iuiee through 
its bodj; it still swam after us with astonishing rapidity, 
partlcularlj when the natnre ot ita wounds are oonaldered. 
Howerer, not being able to gat near ua, it stopped and tried 
to get the whale-lanoe out of ita body; tt failed, but gnawed 
the stock in pieces. The boat was again rowed quiokly past 
it, and another lanoe thrust into it. It then, with great 
difficult, got upon a piece of ioe, and orawbd to ttie aUbvt 
side, rery eridently with the id«a of escaping. It by on the 
ioe growling at us until It died. In the aftenioon a braBse 
sprang up, and enabled ua to pursue our way to tiia N.W. 

STth. — At midni^t ■OTsral whales were seen, and, after 
many fruitless attempta, a harpoMieer Btmok Mie ot themj 
it went down, and lemaiued about au hour, when it cama 
up. No boat dared to approach it, as it kept one of ita fins 
nwnadnejy in the air. A harpooneer threw hla harpoon at 
it, and fortunately got fast, but had his boat Injured bj a 
blow from ita tail. When the whale rose again. It again 
atrudc at one ot the boata with ita tall. The blow fortonataly 
fell short ot the boat, but atmok the oars on one side, "i.Ung 
them fly np in the air. One of the men waa hurt by the 
springing of his oar. In two hours more it waa killed. The 
ship waa made fast as usual, the whale biou^t alongside, 
and got <m board as usual. 

At 7 in the morning the decks were cleared, when two 
whaka were seen. Six boata were sent after them. One 
waa struck and killed in three hours ; and after being got on 
board In the usual manner, the ship was cast-off, and beat 
towards the head of the floe. 

£8th.— At three this morning we got to the head of the 
floe, and saw several whalea, and sent six boats In three 
parties. Two of the boats, while lying at the edge ot the 
lea, perceived a flock of oniooms ocnning towarda than. 
One of the harporaieen threw hla liarpoon at Mie, and 
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rtmdc it; it wu Mon kiUed, and wh Ukm to ttie ifa^ 
During hiB wimntM bia oonumde mw tlirM iriMlM cmiiBg 
towanU iim, «nd strode ooa^ but for tha mnt ^ «i«l>t>i>e* 
WM obliged to kt it gO) »ft«r it bad mil kU bia liiM* oat 
About tho MUM tima » lAftla wm harpooaad b^ ona ot tha 
otker boata, and aoos kiUad; bat bafon the On boata had 
aeourad thtir Unaa, a baniar of plaoaa ct ioa aama down and 
baaet tham. Am thia barrlar waa about a ndia and a-haU 
broad, wa oo board had verj aarjoua apprahtnaloaa for thalr 
aafatf and (or tha loaa of the whala. The iea aontlnnad to 
eoma down till alx o'elodt in tha erening, whtn It paekd off 
again aa rapidlj aa It bad eoma dowui and In an hour and 
a-baU mora tha boata and the whala were liberatad, aftar aa 
impriaMunoit of IS houia. At aooa aa the^ wara fraa, and 
wliilat ratnining to tha abip, the; mat a Tonng iAal<v aad 
vary aoon IdUad It. 

80th.— Quito oalm and waIB^ bat itUl ha^. 

Jufy lat<~^traig brtawa. Tha ahlp atlll anehorad to tha 
ioa. Sent tha boata after two whalaa, but without auoaiai. 

Srd^-To-di^, killed a vmj large bear, and handed hia dla 
to the aailora to be footed. Ship made oat to aaa, intending 
to get to the northward. 

4th. — In open aaa, and prooeeding to the northward. In 
the evening; fell in with two Dutch ahipa, clean. 

Sth.— Stood into the iee apin. No whalea to be aan. 

6th, 7th and 8th. — ^ThicA and toggfi weather qnito warm. 

&thf— Made fast to a floe for the purpoee of JUling our 
freah-wator eaaka from the iee. As one of the boata waa 
leaving the ahlp, the ateenman broke hia oar in pnahing off, 
and fell into the water; aa the boat had waj <» at the tima^ 
it went a abort diatanoe ahead) on retnmin^ owing to tha 
nnakllfulneaa of the man who nndartook to ateer, the har- 
pooneer ooold not reaoh Um, and he aank. He >aw him tnidar 
water, and tried to get hold of him with a boat-hook, but 
failed. He waa a fine TOOng man—* native of Berwl^ and 
28 yeara of age. 

11th.— Being nearlf full, Oi^t Dannatt determined to 
abandcm any further attenqito to eaptsre the whale, and to 
proceed homewarda. 
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IStfa.— W«n nuTonnded ij tha renulBi c4 & wnAti 
tmmI — loote >p«n, tampmioa-doon, ke.i uwmg tham wm 
« topnuwt wltk the nmma "Sover, of Bristol"; bnt m no 
GtwnlAiid-iiuui of that hmm mIM out of Brlitol, or out of 
toy Brbtbh port, it wma rappoaed to be aome marehaatmui 
iriw hwl been driren ont of bar eonne and parlahad unong 
tha tea. Among tba floating wrack waa ona plaee Tary 
mggtMn: It waa a inlwtltitta for a mddar, mada oat of a 
topmaat and JfUxxm, witb «pars faatancd aeroaa b7 ooppar 
nails, long pleeai of iron, lUpa* IxAts, wooden trcnaOa, and 
npe. It waa attempted to be wd^ted down bj Nven 
fatbrana of diaiiK«bla. In tba ennlng, got Into a itraam 
of tee^ on wfaleh ware Immwaae nnmben of aeala, bat failed 
to take tliem. 

ITUi^-yarr aaarlf eaptorad a tbt^ laiga Ma-boraa, wUoh 
wa found aalaep on a ^oea of Im. 

inh^-Were ninoanded t^ immenae ihoab of harringi, 
•whnming eloae to Uia nirfaae of the water, and eaualng It to 
praaant a varf paenllar appearanee. We tried all tort* of 
plana to teka aoma, bnt failed. A nnmber of botttenoacM — 
"Bakeita-Rottrvta'' — accompanied tbem, and aeamad to ba 
mora ■neoeaafoL In the erenlng a gale came on, and blew 
witb great Tlolanea from N.EL, wUeh drora the ihlp at tbe 
rata of nina knota, with a eloae-reefed fore-topaalL 

20tb. — Tha gale contlnnea with lesi Ttolenca. In the aven- 
ing a man mi dedc declared he law land, and waa heartily 
lan^fd at for the idea. A few bonrs later, bowerer, tiie 
weather cleared np, and diaeorerad na elcaa in to Trinity 
Iiland, at Jan Hayen, from which wa anppoaed onraalTM to 
ha tar distant. A veiy few hoars' continnanca of the foggy 
weather would have reduced the Tmfalgor to tha oonditimi 
of tbe Aooer, of Bristol, whose remain* we saw a week ago. 
The ahip waa Immediately dose-hauled, and stood to tiie 
eastward, giving Jan Mayan irtiat tha swimen call "a wide 
berth." 

2Vth. — Wa got among great qnaatltiaa of aaa-weeda, herb- 
age, star-flsh, fte., Indloatlng our vidni^ to land. Hie nlgbla 
BOW are an boor and a-half long. 



Digitized .yGOOgle 



60 MT FATHER'S JOUBUAL 

SOth. — Calm. Snrminded for the flnt tima I7 mnnlMn 
of luge dftrk-eolonred birds, cklled boatemini bj tlia eftUon, 
from two long, atiff, and •hArp-point«d feathen, iritldt form 
the tkJl, and giiv the reMnbUnoe to » muUn-apiko. Thay 
ieem to be regular pir*t««. Thtj do not flih for themaelTeai 
but when they paroalre any other bird wHh * Bah, they 
pursue, and do not eeaae tormaiitiug tt until it dropa the flah, 
which thi; gmeralljr aaoure before it dropa into the water. 

Prom thla time until our arrlnJ in awthuMl. on the 7th 
Augnat, the Trafalgar waa generally In aooadltiga, and I 
ean^t abnndanM (tf mackerel, eoal-flah, eod, and Ung. Oar 
atay In Bmiaa Sound waa marefy long anou^ to enaUe the 
agsnt to pay off our Shetland-men. Wo then prooeeded to 
HuU, where we arrived on the Slat of August, without any 
paxtieular oeeumsie& 

My falser added to his original JoTunal the fol- 
lowing notes: 

Thia journal t«nniiutt«a rather abruptly ou the SOth of 
July. The original notaa were ccHitlnued daily, untlll the 
Trafalgar'i arrival in Hull, and a few pagea were addad, 
which now might be of Intereat to my frienda, but the ori^- 
nal joomal and notea were unfortunately wetted by the up- 
•ettlng of my canoe in Vba aurf when landing mi the ogaat 
of Foyaia, and waa greatly deatroyed t^ my negleet to dry 
it. The latter part waa intirely dettn^ed, which will account 
for its abrapt tonnination. 

In the preceding journal, I have given an aooowt of the 
mode of cutting up the whale, or "flenaing" it, aa the opera- 
tion Ib called tij the wbalen. The large pieoea are cut <rff 
aquarely,— hoiated on deck, and at imee lowered into the be- 
twera decks, forward, by meana of tacklea and windlaaaea. 
The crew le then moatered, and armed with hooka and long 
knivea, the maaaea of blubber are lelEed, placed cm rouj^ low 
tablea, and cut up into longiah pieeca, weighing ten or 
twelve ponnda each; they are then tranamltted into the hold 
of the ihip, thro* a long eanvaa tube or funnel, the month 
of which opena into the hung hole of a eaafc, nntill it la filled, 
whoi the bung ia replaced, only to be reoiored in the ameltlng 
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hcMiM, in HnlL The lomr or gfoiuid tier U d oukt of 
UxgV ^ao, wUeh mn filled with tneh mter, ud, ad interim, 
serve m b«l]ut, for vuhins dedn, asd for ordinarj piupoiei, 
where extreme pureneM U not required. 

me probeea of cutting tiie blubber into etrlpe, and twr- 
relling it, is ealled 'inaking off." Iheie operatloaa of fiena- 
ing, end meklng oB, leere the dedu and the batwen dadca, 
clear and clean, and leavea tiie Unbber to be rendered, after 
the ahip'a arriTal in HulL 

In the South aea whale flaheriea- the fttimatft makea the 
proceea of rendering or reducing the blubber into oil, eom- 
pulaoif at onee, or at leaat nry ahortly aft«r the animal 
ia killed. Ihe c^ titua rendered, la then bmuf^t home in 
huge tanlca. In the Greenland ahipa, axoepting thoee in the 
lower tier in the hold, the eaika are chipped in their ataTca, 
and are cmiy aet np on board, when, or aa required. 

Aa may be aeen by the pemaal of my journal, the great 
objeet of the Tr^algar't voyage waa the killing of the irtiale, 
every thing waa rendered aufaaldlaiy to that, veaaeli, aa the 
Trafalgar did, eometiraea left England a couple of weeka 
earlier, (or the leal bunting on the sborea, or on the lee, off 
the ieland of Ban Heyn, and the venture waa aometlmee ex- 
tremely fortunate. The killing of wale however I* very ua- 
eertain, sametiniea counting by thonaanda, and MMnetlmee, like 
the Trafalgar, without eeelng any. 

In Qreenland, the bunt of a whale, or, of a polar bear had 
the lame eameneaa, the object, in either case being to take 
and to keep the animal away from the ahelter of the ice, 
where ou^ he eonld find ehelter. The whale being a warm 
blooded animal, conaequently poeaeeaee a heart and lungi, 
and auataiaa lite only by breathing the air, which, of course. 
It ia obliged to come to the eurface to do. It however poa- 
seaeea the faculty or the power of luatalning life without 
Inrealhlng, (or a very mucli longer time than any othra warm 
blooded animal I am acquainted with. 

The female wbale like all warm blooded animaJa, baa a 
womb and teata, and eueklea Ita young, of which it pro- 
dnoea one at a birth, at ai^ rate among the drorea of 
wbaJea I have leen, I never eoold perceive <»• with twiu. 
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Dnring tlw Trtfatg&r'g Ifj la ths ice, tmafy one iAkIm 
w«r« killed, and wen fnlljr aMund. 

Four polar Bmn wan kill*d, I7 ftnM(niMat with Oapt. 
Dumatt, the third bear f«U to my lot, I hownn krt H, 
for aiter it had bam aadwMd from Uw dwlter of th* iM to 
following tho boat, mf gnn wonld sot go off, and it wu 
■hot hj CapttUn Dannatt. I therofon dMdined to tako tte 
■kin, pnforrinK the ehanee of gatting another, and, ae it 
UuiMd ont, I was amplj eompanatad, for tha Bear ahot oa 
the Sd of Jnl7, fell to mj gun; it was a Tai; larga OM^ a 
male. Its akiD when dnaaed, measnring nina feat from noaa 
to faiil, with doe ttrateUng, tha tail of the Pokr Baai, how- 
erer, ia Taiy ahort, in fact ia a man stiu^, 

Tha mod* of rtmaatng tha aklna waa a peanliar unt, and 
I have only aeen it praetioed in QreaBland, two long oan 
wan Axed about breaat hi^ from tha lower decit, and ahoot 
throe feot apart, tha Baar'a din waa then put into a largo 
eaavM bag, with a qnanti^ ol aawdnat, and tioddaa down 
under foot, haAwarda and f orwarda, (7 one of tha enw. 
Thla proeea* wm ealled footing, and it waa eontiniwd for 
Buuir d«7a, natill tho akin waa daprlTad of all Ita notatnr^ 
and waa redneed to a atate naembUng ohamoia leather. Hm 
hair waa in no way injorad by tUa proaeea of footing. 

nila *in did dntj aa a haarth rag nitU ngr mothnr's 
death, and now ia la the keeptog of mj aistar, ICn. Dab^ 
apparently little tha worae for the wear of alxty years. 

Doing the Trafalgar't atay in the ioe, twenty-ona whalaa 
were fciUed. Ihey were however nioatly malaa, and in pro- 
portion to their age, and to the alaa of their whaMMsa or 
•ttalMra, th^ yielded Uaa thidmu of blubber than fe- 
malM. The Tntfalg<Kr't voyage bowerer mta a iaeee«fnl 
one, a very profltahle one to the ownera, and a Taiy pleaaaat 
and inatmctlre one to ma, and profitable to ma far bcTond 
my aalaiy, and my Intereat in tha whale tbookj, aa it p«e 
me a knowledge of men and thlngi, and gave me moreonc 
haUta of thoo^t, of ftudy, and of aelf rellanoe, whidi ray 
materially aerred me in after life. 

Hy engageonant with the ownera of the Trmfalgar, eom- 
priaed four gtdnaaa a month, a guinea for ereiy whale killed. 
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sad a gnlMft tor emy tkonMud of m«Ii killid, of Umm 
howwn, we Idlled none. 

A* the Rum, T«, Sugar and TobMoo wan nippli«d dn^ 
free, it iMiiiod to ba nndentood that it waa not woith wUle to 
ratnni a qnantitj (rf bndcen atona to tha ouattnu Itoiiaa at 
tb« oloae of tlie Toyaga, thaae omaequaitly were divided 
among Capt. Dannatt, Ur. Aahe, and me. When the gn«t 
number of Teaaela frmn Hull, engaged in ilie whale flaherf ia 
aonaldered, it may eaally be imagined that the amonnt of 
mwtonu dues, paid bj the atteadanta <» tha do<ka, for tbdr 
private nee, waa homoapathic — Whieh bolng Intarpretad meani 
that thew foUowen of John Wealej bribed Hm enatom offl- 
elala wltb part irf the vnrploa atoTea for paaaing the bklanee. 

^le autobiography c<HitinTies : 

"On the tenninaticm of mj Arctic voyage, I fonnd 
my Father stationed at Bri(^, in Lincolndiire, where 
I spent a month, before returning to Edinbn^h to 
finish the prescribed CnrricolTim thtre. Dnring this 
second Winter session, I one day wandered into the 
lecture room of Mr. Robert Ijistcm, a private lecturer 
on Anatomy and Surgery, and I was so mach struck 
by his manner and by the clear and masterly way in 
which he treated his subject, that although I had 
tahcn the ticket of the CoU^^ Professor, I entered 
myself as a pupil of Mr. Liston, and I have reason to 
attiibnte a great measure of my saccesa in my profes- 
K.OD, to his precepts and example. Mr, Listen had a 
room for practical anatomy, which was superintended 
by Mr. Syme, his pupil and assistant I took the 
ordinary ticket of admiasitni, bat, from the eztraTagant 
prices demanded for snbjecta, I had little prospect of 
beang able to dissect. Fortune favoured me however, 
for am(mg the very small number of students who 
attended the Class was a Creole gentleman; he was 
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very txHiamvety got np for a dumcting mom. He 
■WGn kid gloves, and being rather shf of using Oie 
■calpel, wu delighted to get me to use it for him, 
T^iile he UxA the bo<A. 

"I again attended the two oooms of leetarei on 
Anatomy and Svrgery, by Dr. Bard^r, I attended 
the lectores on Military Surgery by Dr. Thompwm, 
and which in my opinicsi were not worth the fees 
which I had paid for them. I was the recipient of a 
very ddicate and beantifol act of Mndnees, at the 
hands of Dr. Home, the lecturer on Materia Medica. 
When I called upon him to take the ticket for his 
course of lectures, he a^ed me why I had not taken it 
the prenriooa winter seaaion ; I told him that intending 
to go to Oreenland, I would have been obliged to leave 
Edinbnrgh, before the close of his course. He then 
entered into a lengthy conTo^ation with me <si the 
anatomy and the habits of the different denizens of 
ttie Arctic r^cna, with which he erid^itly was very 
well acquainted, and in which he seemed to be much 
interested. After giving me my ticket and receiving 
his fees, he accompanied me to the passage, where he 
very kindly ahot^ hands with me, and closed the door, 
leavii^c in my hands the four goineas, which I had jost 
paid him. I stood at the door for a minnte or two, 
BtrnggUng with varied feelings of wounded pride and 
a sense of his ccmsideration to me, a perfect stranger. 
The latter predominated. On the 7th day of April, 
1820, I passed my examinaticm before the Boyal Cd.' 
lege of Surgeons in Edinbur^, and received my 
diplcouL " 
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Stadent life in Edinbnr^h had not changed when 
I was a ttndent there forty years later. The 1,500 
lads, mostly i>oor, who annnally attended the Uni- 
versity lectures, still lived as they had done a cen- 
tury ago. A good room with a sleeping closet conld 
be had in parts of the cAA town for $1.25 a week, 
the rent inclading service, cooking and fuel; and 
two sumptuous ro<Mns coiild be rented for $2.50 on 
the same conditions. If yon were so fortunate as 
to have a landlady who did not help herself out of 
your larder, yon could live healthfully on 25 cents 
a d^. The poorer students, especially if sons of 
farmers, received their oatmeal and butter from 
home; others either height their own provisions or 
trusted their landlady to cater for them on a pre- 
scribed dietary. 

Edinburgh having been for centuries a univer- 
sity town under the Scotch Bjrstem, where the stn- 
dents' relations to the college begin and eid wiHi 
attendance at lectures, and having been, like idl 
Scotch nniversities, attended by poor students, the 
e^Htem of board and lodging has accommodated itself 
to th^ circumstances; but it is one which might be 
advantageously copied in some of its features else- 
where. 

Although this system does not encourage that cor- 
porate spirit and emulation in pursuits physical and 
intellectnal, which the English coll^iate system fos- 
ters, and which our own is imitating, it does 
strengthen that spirit of self-reliance which is, per- 
haps, already strong enough, without furth^ en- 
couragement, in the Scotch character. The Scotch 
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stadent always looks baek with satiBfaction to the 
peiiod when he was thrown on bis own rcwmrcea 
and honor, free from the restxainta of school and 
home, and nnoontrolled by other auttioritr than that 
which the common law enforoea. liSy fiither, how- 
ever, needed no stimnlns of that kind. 

Of late the tendency has been to ewreot the jbcAh- 
tion of the old nniveraity system and to onite tiie 
atndenta and graduates more and more in associate 
action. The S. F. C. (the Students' Repreaentative 
Council), &.B Union, the Students' Olnbs and oUier 
o^ianizations, which had no existence in my father's 
or my day, must hare (preatly modified the life of the 
UniTereity. The first more in this direction was made 
in 1859-1860, when the students were called on to 
elect a Lord Rector, and a choice was made which 
may have bad very far-reaching remits. 

The candidates were Lord Nairn, a Lord of Ses- 
siona, Mr. Oladstone and Mr. Carlyle. The Jndge of 
Sesrions carried the votes of only tiie extreme Eoik 
party. There were not enongb radical votes to elect 
Cariyle, and Gladstone came in at the head of the 
polls, thongh many of ns felt it was an insnlt to 
onr own tmiversity system to elect even to the per- 
functory office of Lord Rector ibe Parliamentary 
representative of an English nnirersity and who wonld 
be too wedded and prejudiced, in tsror of English 
ways of life and methods to be impartiaL But 
we little dreamt of the marvelous p<ditical versa- 
tility and cosmopolitan capacity of Lord Palmer- 
Bton's Cbaneellor of the Exchequer. We realized 
his intellectual versatility when he mahed up from 
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Londm, after holding the House apellboTind by one 
of his brilliuit hndget orationB, to describe to ns, in 
a two hoTus' speech, the oiuTersitieB of the Middle 
Ages; but no one foresaw in the sapposed embodi- 
ment of En^ishism the fntnre member for Midlo- 
thian, or the political idol of hia dear Scotland. The 
dedsion of that rabble of Scotch boys, bf first draw- 
ii^ Mr. Gladstone's inexhaustible ssnnpathies toward 
Scotland, mxy have had an infiaence on the destinies 
of the Empire. 

After taking hia degree in Edinburgh my father 
proceeded to London for the purpose of graduating 
there also in surgery. The subterfuge by which he 
evaded the rules, requiring all applicants to be at 
least twenty-two years of age, illustrates several 
idiases of his character: his indomitable deter- 
mination to compass his purpose; the courage with 
which he would meet a difficulty; a slight tendency 
to accept and adopt the principle that the end jus- 
tifiea the means, and a keen enjoyment of a game of 
finesse. He was always willii^ to fight with any 
weapons— no one bolder in a face-to-face fight— but 
he could dissemble when it served his purpose. He 
thus tells the story of how he coolly handed the mag- 
nates of the Boyal College the proofs of his own 
disqnalifieati<m, and yet passed. One of his stndoits 
loi^ afterwards, doubting the occurrence, turned 
up the records, and while admitting hia snspicions 
confirmed the fact 

"I St once proceeded to Lcmdon, and attached my- 
■elf to tile practice in Ouy's, and in St Bartholomew's 
Hospitals, and to attendance on the lectures of Mr. 
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Abemethy, and of Sir Astlcy Cocqwr. M7 objeet ww 

to be admitted s member of t^ Bo;al Oril^e of 
Sai^eoiu, in Loadon. My maternal uncle. Dr. JamM 
Mellis was then, and had been for many jean in the 
service of the Hononrable East India Company. He 
had written to his agents, Messrs. Fairlie, Bonham 
and Co., in Lond<xi, instmcting them to pay all ^- 
penses connected with my admission ss member of 
the College. There however was an obstacle in my 
age; the bye-law of the College required candidates 
for Membership to be at least 22 years of age, and I 
would only be 20 on the day after examination. No 
declarati(m was admitted, bat a certificate or a copy 
of the baptismal register. I prooored the Lattw from 
my Grandfather in Aberdeen. 

"On the evening of the ISth. Haj, 1820, I pre- 
sented myself at the College for exunination. Whai 
called, I was condncted to the President, Sir David 
Xhmdaa, who required my tickets and oertificatea; I 
gave them to him, along with my Diploma from 
Bdinborgh; He looked theon over, and asked for the 
certificate of my age; I handed to him my Grand- 
father's letter, enclosing the extract from the Pariah 
register, He oonuoraiced reading the letter and asked 
me what it meant. I told him that the oertifloate of 
my birth was on the other page and seeing that it 
was a baptismal record, he stnck it on a fyle vithoot 
reading it. I being of coarse andoos to retain it, 
a^ed him to return it to me; He replied that tbsy 
were always fyled. I tcdd him that I was sbont to 
embark tot India, where I might require it, and would 
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not tiien h&ve time to procnre another; Upon this he 
took it o£E the file and returned it to me. 

"I was then condacted to Sir Everard "Borne, and 
Mr. Keate, who examined me on the Anatomy of 
the Urinary Oi^ans, and who seemed satisfied with 
my aoBwers. The Gentleman with the ^Id atiok, 
tiien proceeded me into the Mnsenm, where nine, oat 
of the fonrteen candidates were mastered. We then 
returned into the Hall, where Sir David addressed 
ns at snne length, and after the costomary oaths had 
been taken, we departed. The ceremonies throagh- 
oat were very imposing, and maoh more ealealated to 
impress the mind with tiie dignity of the profession, 
than the examination of candidates in Edinbni^h. 

"The followii^ day, being my twentieth birthday, 
I returned to the College, where Sir E. Balfour, the 
Secretaiy, presented me with my Diploma, which 
constituted me a Member of the Royal College of 
' Sni^^ns, in London. A few days afterwards, I 
was elected a Member of the Royal Jennerian Socie- 
ty, and of the Lcmdon Vaccine Institution, and re- 
ceived their diplomas, which I still possess." 

He was now fairly launched in life, bnt he had 
to pass through two or tjiree eventful episodes be- 
fore settlii^ down to its routine duties. 

A year in India was a startling contrast to the 
summer in Greenland. His narrative of his India 
experience is again a copy from a contemporaneous 
journal, a portion only of whose torn and faded 
leaves survived the Poyais expedition. 
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CHAPTER in 

A 'TBU IN IHDU AND ANOTHEB IN QOINO JUn> 



Take so mftny TBnglirtmpii theo and since, he Imd 
family ties attracting him to India. His nnde on 
his mother's side was a medical man in the East 
ladia Company's serrice. His brother-in-law was 
an Indian jndge, and his brother-in-law's ancle a 
director of the company. With snch inflneoce to 
bach him he looked forward to a permanent ^point- 
ment in India, bat meanwhile he accepted tempo- 
rary employmoit and was attached to the artillery 
at Dam Dam, near Calcatta. He west oat as sa^^eon 
to the free trader, "The Tbeodosia," owned by Mr. 
Gladstone, of Inverpool, the late Premier's father. 
The Toyage oat occapied six months and the retam 
voyage the same endless time. Card playing was the 
principal occapation on board, and repentance be- 
cause of sach a woefnl waste of time made him 
forswear that innocent amnsement daring the whole 
of his subsequent active life. Tbey called in at 
Funchal, Madeira, sailed in sight of the Peak of 
Teneri£Fe and landed on rocky San Antonio, one of 
tlie Cape Verde Islands, for fresh prorinons, as their 



Digitized .yGOOgle 



72 MT FATHER'S JOURNAL 

live fltook had bem washed overboard in the Bay of 
Biscay. The uatiTes, semi-civilized blacks, trrated 
them hospitably, rescued them from the sorf when 
upset, and sold them dried goat's meat, as well at 
fmit, raised on the nnall patches of soil which had 
accomolated on the rocky ravines. On parting the 
doctor ^ve the chief his shoes and stockings and a 
match box. This was before the AByn of the lucifer. 
The apparatus contained matches tipped with chlo- 
ride of potash and a bottle of asbestos satorated 
with oil of vitriol. The combination went off with 
greater explosive violence than a safety or a parlor 
match and threw the natives into raptures. 

The fKOaty stock of vegetables and dried meat was 
soon exhausted, and scurvy made its appearance be- 
fore reaching Ascenaion, where they stopped for tur- 
tle. He describes the island, which was being nsed 
as a kind of sentry box to watch St. Helena, and 
was in a transitory state jnat after its occupation, aa 
follows: 

"Bonaparte, at this time, was a prisoner on SI 
Helena, and all communication with the island was 
most rigidly interdicted. Ascension also was occu- 
pied by a party of Marines, under the command of 
Lieutenant Campbell, who sent a gunner on board 
with a request to O^t. Eidson to go on shore. I 
went with him. As a heavy surf breaks (m the shore, 
a curious contrivance has been adopted, for eject- 
ing a landing; from a rocky promontory which runs 
outside of the surf, an iron chain is attached to a 
floating barrel, which is anchored about 30 feet off. 
A boat approaching, gets hold of the chain, and is 
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gradoallr eased in, to within a foot of tibe loek, 
when the penoo ma^ step ont Steps cut out of the 
rock aacend to ifa top, where the person may walk 
along the promontory to the mainland. On landing 
we proceeded to the settlement, whieh is about a 
qnarter of a mile off, and consists of several honses 
and sheds, which form a sqttare. 

" Ascension Island is in longitude 14° West and 
in latitude 75°57 M. soath. It is entirely of vtricanie 
origin, the greater part of the island is lava, many 
of the rocks are half fused, some are bnmt to a cin- 
der, and are red and crumbling. There are three or 
four hills, or rather conee; I conid perceive no sign 
of soil, or of v^^tation, there was no water; in 
fact, the first qnestion asked, was, could we spare 
them a cash or two of water. When Napoleon was 
exiled to St Helena, Ascension was taken posseaaion 
of, as it was thought, that if he should escape, it 
could only be in an open boat, and that South Amer- 
ica being too distant, he could only make for Ascen- 
sion. The square on which the houses of the Ma- 
rines and of the women and children are built, has 
been cleared, with great labour, of the rocks with 
which it was covered; the houses are of wood, and 
are small and incommodious. We were very hos- 
pitably received. We dined and supped wiUi tiie 
mess. We then proceeded to a white sandy beach, 
where we took nine turtle, weighing from five to 
■even hundred weight each." 

On the return voyage he writes : 

"After a pleasant run through the southern trade 
winds, we reached Ascension Island. Here I found 
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matten ver^ mnoh altered dnoe 107' former Tiait 
N^)oleon had died at St. Helena, and it had beui 
determined to continue the oeet^atioo of Aaeeniion 
laland. Accordingly, some of the wooden hnta were 
being replaced t^ atone barraoka, for a party of m*- 
rines. A very small apring of water had iaaoed from 
the very highest amnmit of the hill, whieh waa aboot 
three thousand feet. A spaoe was being oleared of 
the igneous rooka, around the spTvag, and it waa the 
intention to bring some soil from the Cape, and at- 
tempt to raise aalad. Dr. Thompson, an old tdlvw 
student, was in medical chai^. He had been sta- 
tioned at St Helena, at the time of Napolecm's 
death { and gave me an account of the postmortem 
appearanoes. He also gave me a lock of hia hair, and 
some of ^e snuff, out of the magniflc^it gold anofl 
box which Buonaparte had given to Dr. Antomai-chi, 
his medical attendant, which snuff Dr. A. bad di- 
Tided with the medical gentlemen t The little ground 
thus recovered still supplies the twenty-seven in- 
habitants with T^etables and fruit." 
To return to the etory of the outward voyage: 
"Turtle was a deliciooa substitute for salt jonk, 
but of all articles for a steady diet, turUe must soon 
become the moat nauseating." And therefore, as the 
Journal says: "Though our cook was a good one and 
served up turtle three times a day in various fwms, 
after a while we loot our extreme relish for it, and 
bye and l^e, bang completely surfeited with it, we 
could not bear the sight of it apon the table. I^e 
Bailors' meas was supplied with turtle, and the same 
a^mptoms of disrelish began to be exhibited by Uie 
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iMmeiL. At last a deputation eame aft to petiti(n 
Capt EidBon to give orders to serve oat the TtBual 
allowance of salt beef, instead of torUe. Some said 
that the turtle made Qiem sick, some said that it 
gave them bowel oomplaint, and others said that it 
took awi^ their strength, so that they conld not do 
their work. Capt Eidson listened to their com- 
plaints with a serions face, and calling the steward, 
ordered him to serre oat to the meases their nsnal 
allowance of salt beef, and to hang np the tnrtle, 
when killed, at Ihe ship's atom. Then, addressing 
the men, he said, 'Now, my good fellows, yon have 
yoor jimh again, and if I catoh any of yon meddling 
wiUi my tnrtie, why, look out' This went well 
enough for three or four d^s, when mutterings were 
again heard from the seamen,— 'too bad; is it not a 

d d ahame, plenty of fine fat tnrtle on board, 

and won't give ns a bit.* Portions of the tnrtle, 
however, occasionally and mysterionsly disappeared." 
They did not toQch at tiie Cape, coasted along 
C^lon, sailed in raght of the Coromandel coast and 
landed at Madras. Seven Indiamen, two Chinamen 
and some amall craft constitnted the entire fleet in 
the roadstead. There was no pier or breakwater, 
and landing wsa effected throngh the heavy snrf in 
the elastic native Maasoolah boats. Once on land, 
the boatmen handed their prey over to the palanqnin 
owners. All of which first episode of Oriental travel 
leaves in the Westerner a mnch more pictnresqne 
impression than the clamor with which onr cabmen 
assail a stranger. While the ship was in the roads 
he fonnd the surgeon of an Indiaman wiUii^ to take 
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bis doty, and he spent the interral with a naadonary 
friend of his fattier, a Bfr. lomeh, at Boyah Pettah. 
The minioii aeema not to have made adequate re- 
torn for the labor expended on it, and the lack of 
Christian ichool teachers obliged the society in those 
early days to avail itself of heattien teachers, for 
iba joomal narrates that: "At Boyah Pettah the 
missionaries have a school for native children, on- 
der the instntetion of a Brahmin teacher; they are 
taoght reading and writing, on aand, and strips of 
Oie olla leaf, on which latter their mantucripti are 
written, or rather scratched. The misrion school, 
as well as the mission itself, is not in a thriving con- 
dition, althoiq;h both have been in existence abont 
•even yean. There are twelve oonverta, the most of 
whom are emplojred aboat the establishment" 

His intimate relationship with prominent oflSciala 
enabled him to see a little more of native society 
than moat travelers can possibly enjoy, bat bis ae- 
eonnt of what he saw indoors and out of doors is of 
ten interest than his reoc^ections of Car^ and the 
effort of the early missionaries to indace the Gov- 
emment to intofere in the interests of homanity 
against certain Hindoo ctutoms: 

"Dialing my stay in India I was fortunate in 
making the acqoatntance of the Bev. Dr. Carey, the 
Baptist miasionaTy, who was an intimate friend of 
Vi. Dale (my brother-in-law). Dr. Carey and two 
oolleagnea, Messis. Manhman and Ward, had oome 
eat to India abont twenty years before for the par- 
pose of evangelizing the heathen. The East India 
Company, having lopreme power, refused to give 
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than pennissioii to reinaiii, and ordered them to 
retam by a vessel abont to Bail. Dr. Carey and his 
eoUeagaea took refnge under the Danish flag, at 
Serampore, a small statioii about fifteen miles from 
Calcutta, where they still reside. Dr. Carey suf- 
fered great persecutitHi at the hands of intolerant 
officials for many yean. He, as well as his eol- 
leagnes, were treated aa low, meddling and ignorant 
fanatics, who bad come oat to disturb the reli^ous 
feelings of the natives. The idea of being tolerated, 
or even acknowledged l^ Qorenunent officials was 
preposterooB. Hr. Maishman had served his time in 
England as a printer, and Mr. Ward as a weaver. 
Dr. Car^, who, when I became acquainted with 
him, stood high in public estimation as a gentleman 
and a profound oriental scholar, had been, a while 
before, invited to dine with Lord Hastings, the Gor- 
emor General. While in the ante-room, an officer 
of high rank, enquired of an aide-de-«amp 'Was not 
that fellow a shoemaker T' Dr. Carey, who overheard 
the question, stepped forward and answered, 'Oh, 
no Sir, I was (miy a cobbler. ' 

"I was perfectly delighted with the little inter- 
course I had with Dr. Carey, and with the wonder- 
ful faculty irtiich he possessed of conveying informa- 
tion. At that time (1821) the subject of Sutteeism, 
or the burning of widows alive, had been pressed very 
strongly on the Government by Dr. Car^ and Mr. 
Marshman, who had collected copious statistics on 
the subject Th^ stated that during ax months in 
1804, when their attention was first directed to the 
hOTrid rite, more than tiiree hnndred widows had 
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be«i bUTDt aliv^ in the immediata Tieinity of Cal- 
ootta a]<Hie. The Qovemmeiit, howerer, paid no at- 
tention to tliii appeal, SutteeiBm, as well as all their 
other religions rites and oeremoniea, having been ■»• 
cored to them by the Government 

"Some years afterwarda it was brought promi- 
nenUy before the Qoyenunent and the public To 
understand the cinniinstancw of the case, I may 
state the usual ceremonies at a Suttee. He widow, 
having declared her inteution to be burnt, a plat- 
form is erected on four green bamboo poles about 
ten or twcdve feet long; on this platform or stage 
the dead husband is laid on his left side; the widow 
is then placed at his side, with her right arm under 
his head, and with his right arm and his right 1^ 
over her, the twain are then secured by bamboos 
lashed aerosB tb^n. The lai^ spaee under the pile 
is then filled with branohes and diy wood, plentifully 
■meared with native butter called 'Ghee,' or with 
oiL The widow's son or the nearest of kin, then 
seti fire to die oombnstibles amid the beating of torn 
toms and the most discordant music, and shouts from 
the crowd. This was the ordinary programme of a 
Suttee, of which I witnessed many on my w^ from 
Dum Dum to the city, and on one occasion I wit- 
nessed two being carried on at the same time, at 
some considerable distance from each other. These 
Suttees are always performed on the side of the 
river (^poote to the road from Dum Dum to Cal- 
cutta, and I never was induced to croes the rivw tor 
a nearer view. 
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"However, a» I have ttated, the praetdoe had been 
bron^t before the Govenunent, as follows: On one 
oecasioD, the widow had extricated hetself from the 
pile, and had nm off. The frienda had cao^t her, 
placed her again on the pile, and burnt her. Hr. 
Career laid an infonnation against them; nothing, 
however, was done to them, bat the Governor Gen- 
eral in Council iaaned an order that no Snttee shotdd 
take place except under a permit granted hy a CcMn- 
miasioner appointed tar the porpoee, and this permit 
was only obtained on the affidavits of her relatives 
that it was the widow's own desire, and tiiat no on- 
dne means had been used to influence her. This was 
supposed to be an effectual mode of at least dimin- 
ishing the numbers of Suttees; oa the contrai7, it 
increased them. The priests flourished the permit 
in the faces of the people, saying, 'See here, the 
Government recognizes the rite, it has given a token 
(Hookum) for its performance.' Under these dr- 
eumstancee a strot^ appeal was again made to Lord 
Hastii^s, after mj departure from India, and it 
was proved to him, that since the first appeal tn 
1804, seventy thousand widows had been burnt alive 
in India. These statements may, afi this day, appear 
incredible, but they are matters of fact, and of rec- 
ord, and facts are stubborn things. It is also a fact, 
that shortly after the abolition of Sutteeism, a large 
body of the Priests and others waited upon the Gov- 
ernor, to thank him for bis action in doing away 
with so abhorrent a rite. His Lordship replied, by 
congratulating them on the change in the minds of 
the priesthood, and on the spread of more liberal 
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and enligliteiied ideas among the pec^le; he re- 
minded tliflm that only twenty yean before Lord 
Wellesly had dedred to aboliali Sutteeism, bat had 
been strongly opposed by their predeceasora, who 
hod insisted that it wag a sacred rite, irtiieh had been 
obeerred from the beginning of the wco-ld, and that, 
moreorer, its observance had been secured to them, 
aloi^ with that of their other reli^ooa rites and 
oeremoniea. This was the end of at leant the pablie 
practice of bnming widows alive. It was, and is 
still, the custom among the natives of the upper 
ooimtry to throw the bodies of their dead into the 
sacred river, where, after a few hours, decompoai- 
tioa takes place, they float on the surface and are 
bronght down past Calcntta, by the current; the 
head and feet being under water, and the trunk ex< 
poeed, generally with two or more carri(m crows 
seated upon it. Frequently, the bodies are washed 
ashore, when they are immediate attacked by the 
vultures and adjutants. The vultures seem to at- 
tack the muscular parts and the adjutants sewn to 
prefer the viscera. It was curious and interesting 
to observe the habits and motions of these obacene 
birds. On opening the abdomen, which he did 
very adroitly, the adjutant would seize hold of the 
end of the intestiiie, and then half skipping and half 
flying along the ground, would turn round and 
gobble up the intestine, as he returned to the body. 
As the ships lay off the different Qhants, the bocUee 
frequently got across the cablea, or the veael's 
bows, a dingie-wallah was stationed at eaoh Ghant, 
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wltow sole duty it wu to clear tiie bodies and paas 
them on." 

So mnoh for 18211 The Qovemment surely de- 
serres some credit tor the change which has taken 
place cdnce tbco. 

In order to seenre a permanent appointment in 
the company's service, he returned to Ene:land in 
1623 as aorgeon of the East Indiaman "Competitor." 
He ends his Journal by a short account of his return 
Toyage: 

"It baring been decided Bc»ne years before, that 
I should receive an app(»ntment as surgeon in the 
Company's service, and as liiis appointmrait could 
only be given by the Court of Directors, it was 
neeesaary that I should return home for the purpose 
of receiving it. I certainly could have received em- 
ployment in India, under what was termed s Free 
Mariner's Indenture, bat as this wonld not insure 
promotion or rank, I was advised not to accept it, 
but to return to Ei^land for tiie ^pointment from 
the Directors. As tlie ship ' G(»npetitor' had lost 
her surgeon, I was offered a very handsome sum to 
do the medical duties on tlie passage to Londm. 

"After leaving Calcutta, the vessel remained some 
days at Saugor Island at the niouUi of the Qangea, 
for the purpose of taking in stores, and filling np the 
full complement of the crew ; this was effected by the 
Government schooner bringing down some deserters, 
and several seam^i who had been left in hospital, from 
differ^it ships, l^s, in my opinion was unwis^ 
as the ch(dera was then prevailing in Calcutta; 
without goii^ into the qnestiou of die mode of frans- 
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misrion of cholera, I have merely to state, that oa the 
tenth di^ after the ship left the aochora^ at Saa- 
e:or Island, the Asiatic cholera broke out oo board, 
aod daring the ensuing ten dajn there were serenl 
cases, of whom two died. During my connection 
with the Hoq>ital at Dam Dam, I saw several oases, 
and was told hy my nnole Dr. Mellia, that it was a 
specific disease of the conntiy, and that its intensity 
varied at different times and seasons. Among the 
medical men of the Presidency, there were different 
opinions, as well as to its nature, as to its treatment 
I followed the treatment adopted at the Hospital at 
Dam Dnm. After a somewhat tedioos, bat extremely 
pleasant passage we arrived at the Cape of Good 
"Sape; and as Uie diip 'Omnpetittv' had to disehai^ 
and to take in eargoe, oar stay in Table B^ was pro* 
tracted to nearly a month. Daring this period, I 
enjf^ed myself exceedingly in visits and exoartd(His 
to places of interest in the neighboarhood, and in 
social intercoom with the Missionaries, and with thmr 
families, and with some Dntch families, with whom I 
bad beeome acquainted. 

"The Cape and its dependencies had been taken 
from Uie Dutch aboat ^ghteen years before; ttie 
Caucasan inhabitants in the Colony were almost ex- 
elusively Dutch, and they formed the great majori^ 
of those in Cape Town. The English were compara- 
tively few in number, and consisted principally of 
Qovemment officials and of a very few merchants. 
The Uissi<»iary field was occupied by Mr. Moffat 
(father-in-law of Dr. Livingston) and by Mr. Hodg- 
son, the former representing the London Misnonary 
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Societ7, and the latter the Wesleyan Methodists. To 
Mr. Hodson in particnlar, I was greatlj indebted 
for mach valuable information and goidance in my 
excorsionfl from C^e Tovn into tlie coontry. 

"I did not find the Dnteb Boers, whom I met in 
my rambles very amiable or communicative, th^ 
had evidently not become accustomed to Englishmen, 
or to English rule and occupation, which them had 
only existed in the Colony about sixteen years. 
Those within reach of my excursions seemed to de- 
vote themselves principally to the cultivation of the 
grs4>e-vine. 

"After a pleasant run through the Southern trade 
winds, we reached Ascamon Island." 

I have quoted already his account of ehange which 
in the interval had been wroaght on the island, 

"After tahing some turtle, we continued our 
passage to London, where we arrived without stop- 
page, and without any ocenrroice on board, worth 
menticniDg. I parted from the ship's t^Bcers and the 
passengers with regret" 

He did not take service under the East India Com- 
pany, as will be told in the next chiq>ter. 
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CHAPTEE IV 

IN MEDICAL OHABQE OF THB FOTAIS SETFILEHBHT ON 
THE COAST 07 HONDUBAS 

Hia Dezt pTofeasional engagemeait determined the 
drift of hiB fature life. It carried Mm to the Weit- 
ern Hemisphere, though far from the scene of his 
ultimate professional career. He was tempted hy 
salaiT' and love of adventore to join one of ib.e many 
colonization projects, which were organized by pro- 
moters who took advantage, in furthering their 
schemes, of the enthnsiaam excited by the Rtmggle 
between her American colonies and Spain. Many 
Britons beside Lord Cochrane were enlisted in the 
ranks of the reroIatimiiBts. One of the leaser nota- 
bles was a Scotchman called The MacGregor, who 
claimed to be the chief of the clan Alpin, or Gregor, 
to be descended from the ancient kings of Scotland 
and entitled to prefix Sir to his name. 

Sir Gr^or McGregor was the grandson of the 
McGregor who was bron^t from ScoUand in the 
reign of George n. as a sample of a real High- 
lander who could handle the cl^more. He and his 
em received oonunissions in the British Army. 
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fHa grandson was an ftdTaitorer, bnt not in the 
wont tense ol the wcn^ He went to Oar&caa in 
1811 and married a native, a nieoe of Bolivar, bat 
what property he or she had wu wrecked in the 
earthquake ot 1812. "When the fiivt rerolntion broke 
oat in 1S12 he joined the revolationiBts and was at- 
tached to the staff of Gkneral Miranda as ooltmel 
and adjutant general. He sabseqnraitly distin* 
goiahed himself as a cavalTy officer and became a 
general of brigade. 

The aoonymooB SoaUi American who wrote the 
Outline of the Revolution in Spanish Amtnca sa.yi 
of Sir Or^^r McGregor that "He was a Scotchman 
who served in the British Army in Portugal and had 
been promoted to the rank of cf^>tain. In ccnse- 
qnenoe of some misunderstanding with a superior 
officer he quitted the British Army and went to 
Caracas in 1811. After tjie earthquake he served 
in the army of Yenezuda, which in the mgagonent 
of Los Qnayos suffered conriderably under his o(nn- 
mand. After Miranda's ' capitulation Sir Qr%gat 
■ veat to Carthagena, and from that time he has uni- 
formly Bupp<»46d the independent cause. 

"The victorious royalists pursued him furiously 
after the defeat of Bolivar, and such was thdr de- 
pendence on oontinned success that th^ even sent 
ofBcial informatiMi to Car&cas that McGregor was 
totally defeated, killed, and the s(ddier was named 
who had qwUed him of his nniform in the Add of 
battle." 

According to the sketeh of his life in the Nationdl 
Biography, he showed military skill in the retreat 
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from Oeamare to Barodoiu and in the battle of 
JuBcal and other engagements. In 1817 he was 
promoted to the command of a dlTiaion and re- 
ceived the Order of the Libertadoria. 

Hia next adventure was a. filibnstering expedition 
against East Florida. He seized the Island of Ame- 
lia, but gained neither wealth nor glor^. 

In an interesting hook entitled. Narrative of a Voy- 
age to the Spaniek Main in the SItip "Two Friends;" 
is told the stoi7, by one of the members of the Amelia 
Expediti<m. He had joined a fllibostonng expedition 
in aid of Yenezaelan independence, but abandoned it 
at St. Thomas to engage in the more promising ven- 
tnre by MaQngoe agunst Amdia Island. At tike 
time the Island belonged nominally to Spain, as a 
part of East Florida. These filibostaing expeditions 
were not always looked apon very unfavorably by 
the United States Government, provided they were 
not organized with any unfriendly motive. The author 
says (pages 85-97) : 

"MfGngot, dUgiutod with the •yttem purraed by Oni' 
cmI BoliVM (w}i(n« niece h« had married), fonMeiug from 
the diMmion at the luaui^gent ehlefa of Tenemela, uid tb» 
little eonBdenee thej iuapired In Uie reapaetable tad ot- 
lightened elua of Mielely In that division of Sptuiieh Amer- 
lea, the preaant rnin of the popular oauM, and the nmote 
poHlbilitj of ita reoovery, quitted the patriot Hniee on the 
main, and directed hia attenUon to the United BUtea, with 
whoae Tiewa upon the Spanlah prorinoes of the Florida*, he 
was well aoqnaintodi and aavnred bj their eailMariea that a 
deaoent upon them frau the nnl«» would not be oppoaed 1^ 
the exeeatlTe of that gorenunent. 

"HaTlng «olleat«d eerreral adrentorer* to hia atandard In 
the northern atatea, and raiaed acnaa fnnda for bt* enteiprlaa^ 
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Iw proemded to Chulntoa; hen ■umbefa of rwpeeUble jwatg 
men, who bed imUbed % militATj ipirlt during tfae war with 
Great Britain, and wen thrown out of employment by iti 
termination, readily tendered thrir aid and aaeiataaoe; bnt 
the impolitic exprcaalm <rf hi* feeling! in taTOOr <rf negro 
•mancipation, daoned a Hpedea of politlaal heresy in the 
■lave etatee, joined to Iii* arbitrary and nnoondliatlng oob- 
duot, aoon detached tbem fran bie oanee, and obliged Uo- 
Gregor to aedt for eaocour and aoustanoe in the mon en* 
terprielng and leea Mmpulooi comintinlty of Sanuinah. 

"The mereantile eatabli^iment of C. and Co, of that d^, 
relying upon the niMeaafnl iiene of UeGregw'a e^edltlra, 
purchased c4 hia antidpated eonqneat over the ProrliMe of 
Eaat Florida, 30,000 acrea of land, at one dolUr pw aer^ 
and induced aeveral of their friende to contribute to hia 
support. 

"^ith theee nppllea, and the remnant ot hia aasoeiateB, In 
ftll about IM, MeOr^or oooeentntad at tho entrance ol th» 
river Altwnaha, in Qeor^a, on which itanda the flonrlshing 
eettlement of Darien. Mneh time waa conanmed in the 
equipment of hie (orcei, and numerona defections led to the 
further diminution of Iiis partisans. . . . 

"The expedition being at length in a snlBeient state of fi^ 
wardnees to undertake its objeet, a partaker In the hoose of 
C and Co. already the holder of some landed property In 
Amelia, with the view of anticipating events, preeeded them 
to that island, and I7 representing to the inhabitaate a 
magnified and fabnlous aooount of McQregor'i foroea, who 
he described ae lOOO stnMig, and erery way equipped U> se- 
cure their objects, prepared their minds U> tongo it* defence 
and to leesen the confldenee of the Spanish eoromanitawt In 
the means of reaietance, 

"On the gth of July, the little band of HoOregor, attmdal 
hj two sdioonMa and a few row boats, paaaing the sborei id 
Cumberland Island, at the entrance <rf the river St. Maty'e 
andior«d in the Spanish waters of Amelia, dlsembaridng In 
all about sixty muskete, under the very gnna ol the fort of 
Femaudina, and two block houeea intended as a dtfenee for 
the rear ol the town. UoOregor, assisted by Colonel Poaan, 
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«< the Unitad SUtM Anny, u weond in eommaiid, led Ida 
little band ara a swamp, wtLloh divided ttia p<^t of debaika- 
Uon fnxu the town, plunged up to their knees in mud, ex- 
poeed to the means possessed bj the Spaniards of totally an- 
nihilating them. To the oowardioe of the Spanish eom- 
mandant, and not to the talents of MoQregor, most be at- 
tributed their sueoees; for in this, tiie latter displayed an 
•zoess of foUf in exposing his troops to the possible hos- 
tiUt7 of the garriMn, wblcb did not, as It happened, oBa a 
•ingje coup de oanon ot resiatanea from the fort, ud only 
one gun was fired from the hlo^ house, and that without 
the orders of the commandant. 

"Poasession of tiie fort and town being thus easily obtained, 
the prisoners were immediately *cnt to tlie main land. 

"HoOregor feeling himself firmly seated in his oonqueat, 
and acquiring dally a<»ne addition to his forms, began to ar- 
rangB the system upon whidi ita extension over the whole 
of the Floridaa was to be founded; lnTlt«d the Insurgent 
prWateers to make the Island ot Amelia the depot ot their 
prises, and the vent of their eargoca. This aeqnliltion ot a 
port upon the Atluitie, and so near to the United Statea, 
was an object of the last importuiae to those swarms of 
Buooaneers who infest that ocean, and the islands of the 
West Indies, under the various flags of the republics of Mex- 
ico, Buenos Ayrea, Venesnela, and othem; who tberet^ 
avoided Um danger and delay attanding the canying of tbelr 
captures throng the Qnlf of Mexico to the fipuiish M*-^ffj 
or to Galveston at the entrance of the river Trinl^, wltera 
Laflte and hia piratical gang had established a rimllar depot. 
Uptm the cargoea of these prises, the government of AmoH^ 
levied as impost erf sixteen and a half per cent, i^hhi the 
gross amount of sales, tether with charges <4 admiralty 
courts, etc, for the current expenses of the establishment, 
and for the purpose <rf r^lenisbing their military diest, al> 
nady too mueh ezhauatwd to warrant a further progrcas 
in their meditated conquest of the provlaces; ttie important 
prelude to which was the reduction of the fortress of St. 
Angustlue, the seat of the goremmemt of East Florida, de- 
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f cndMl bf ft bnve uid triad soldlw, Colonel Ot^pingM', whoM 
lo^altj to hii Bonraigu wh nntp M rtton^Ma. Thia lubjeot 
occupied their ftttenticn, nUlming tlte ntowMt ooiuidentifm. 

"The flecftl iTitem of, the ocoupien of *m»Hft still UngeKd 
In poverty, and their reeoatsxa, both in men Bod aaoBf, mn 
aa yet niteqiul to anf entarprlae beTOod the walla tA their 
garriaon; varioua were the meaaa euggeited, and aa oft*B 
found f raitleaa in their attempta, to nUae the aonaequenae of 
their eatabliahment) and the impMrtanoe of their aontemplat«d 
aoqnlBltiona. The pec^le tA the United StatM, ahrewd tiwngh 
■peonlatlTe, aeeing no Immediate proapeet of Ifiin, and dooU- 
ful of the capadtj of thoae at AmgH* to obtain any Mriova 
and valuable reaulta to their entcrprioe, withheld the prom- 
iaed aaaiitanoe, and denied even to fnmiah them with tha 
fnnda already raiaed for their neoeaaitiea. 

"In the midrt of thia deioUtlon, threatened with bank- 
raptqr in tbdr flnaneea, and dectmotlon to their plana, CM- 
onol Inrln, lonnerlf an cOeer in the American Militia, and a 
member of CongreM for the State of Vermont, who had bean 
appointed Adjntant-Oeneral, Bueoeeding the retirement of 
Colonel Foaan, wm ereated ehief of the Amelian treaaurj, and 
In that ebaraeter iMuad notea negotiable npon the faith of 
the government. TMi experiment for a time anpportad their 
tottering credit, thou^ it did not meet the cnauing dlffleultica. 

"Their financial embanaaamenta however b^an to thrcnr 
diaoredit upcm UcGrteor'B par^, and the people irf the 
nelf^borlng atate of Georgia, who mppUed the garriaon with 
proviaiona, etcq grew Impatient under the faetitioaa mode of 
payment, and at length poaHdvely rriuaed to fumlah rattona 
nnlesa piMd for in apeeie. Private loana were than reaorted 
to, aad eve«7 expedicBt, however deatmctiv^ aeiaed upon to 
anpport their tattering credit 

"He Spanish p>veTnor of St. Angustlna, apprlaed of every 
movement of the Buccaneers, waited with impatlenee a navnl 
co-operation which had been promlaed from Havanna, for the 
purpose of destroying these intmden; but the dtanwtarlatlB 
delay of Spanish c^eratlona, for a long time baffled his hopea 
and leeaened hla ocmfldenoe in tbalr aid. TbiM gentleman, the 



DiBiimd, Google 



IN CHABOE OF F07AI8 SETTLEMENT 91 

•on of SB Iriahmui, inliArltliig the gkUmatiy ol Us pfttenwl 
Mioeitry, wbo had randored UmMlf, while a avlwlbmi, eon- 
Rplenou* ia the Pwilnrola, tired Kt length b; unarklling 
remonvtnnoet to the Cftptsln Genersl CienfngKa, uid feeling 
uhamed that HoQiegor** trilling force ihould eo iMig 
prof»ae the prorinoe nnder hie comnumd, ordered the enwll 
detadiment of bUek troope in gmrrlson, uid the militia nl 
the prorinoe, to advanoe againrt Amelia Island, supported 
I7 a few boata with li^t artillery, throo^ the narrow ohan- 
aela wbldi eeparate the ialanda oF lUbot, Naaaaa and 
Amelia from the main land. The wlwle eoneirting of about 
three hundred, Inolndlng one hundred and iitj of the militia. 
lUi foree, ample for its object, was eonflded to ttie command 
of an officer of the garrison who l)eld the rank of major 
In ttie royal r^ment of Cuba. . . . llieee foreee advanced 
apparently unohsemd to within the range of the guns <rf 
the fort of Femandlna, and were eereened by an elevation 
eaDed UeOIure's hilL It had been preooneerted between tiie 
naval and military eommanders of the expediUon that s radcet 
fran the former should direct titelr mutual advanee, and the 
troope were anxiously waiting for the signal, when the guns 
of Amelia, and those of the Uorgiana Btienoe Ayres gun 
bri^ and other privateers, opened their Are upc» the boats, 
and threw their shot over the hill among the troc^; two 
of whom were killed and several wounded. T\m oommander, 
panic stm^ at this nnexpeoted salutation, instead of advane> 
Ing iinder eover of the ni^t, and through the obeenrity of 
the woods in the rear of the town, where the insurgenta had 
made no preparation for reelstance, and where he would have 
been out of the range of the Are from t^ ships, immediatety 
sounded a retreat, in spite of the remonatraaoee and entreaties 
of the olllcera about him, who were maddened by his pusil- 
lanimity, and who relied with oonfldenee upon the courage and 
devotion of the troops. . . . 

'The situatlan of UcQregor's govenmient had become ex- 
tiemely critical, and the want of unanimity among the 
partlee threatened with poUtieal suldde this ill-arranged 
oligarchy, when the arrival of Commodore Aury, nnder the 
mtHed flags ot the npnhUes of Uexieo and Vamn e U, to 
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du brig Ifexloo-Ubr*,' aeeanpaaled b; aenatl prlna, gm 
» new durmetcr to tbe oomplen at Amall* Island. Wa 
adTentnm had for amiM tim« eanmlttcd depradatiatia upon tha 
Spaaiah trade is the Qnli^ of Hexloo, and when nnable to 
meet with priav ol that natka, felt no repngnanee at lefj'- 
iiig eontribntfanu upon thoae of other flaga; hearing of tka 
aettlement ot MoGregor at a»i*.ii»., utd aware of the auperiority 
of the ritoatiMi aa a n^Tal depot, entered with hia priaea th* 
hartmnr of Femaudina, amonntiag to the value of afacty tbca- 
■and dollara. Thia arrival reanaeitated Qte teriM faonltlea 
of the intmdera, and animated their exhMuted ecedit> 

"HeOregor riek of the aunai^ and fattgaed bj tho vadllat' 
big ebvacter of thM« around hln, determined U> withdraw 
from hia nmqnMt, proposed an arrangnnent for that pnr- 
poae with Anry, who nndertook to paj off the debta of the 
Amellan treaanry, amonnting to near fifty thoneaad dollais. 
A Hr. Hubbard, formerlj iheriff <rf New York, an American 
oitlien, had divided with MoGregor the empire of *"»»»»■, 
holding the oflloe of dvll governor, while the latter poaaeaaed 
the mpreme mllitaiy otxnmand. Thia latter eapaeltf waa 
In ooniequenoe of the arrangement, aaaigned to Oommodoie 
AtU7, who waa reot^niied by the avtltoritiee of the Island, 
and landed Ua foUowera, Uie refnae of all nationa, and all 
eolovia, eoDeotad from the maaa of iniquity spread over Uw 
Islands of the West Indies and the Spanish Americas. 

"HeOn^r, upoa the eompIetl<m of his agreement wiUi 
A1117, retired to the BahamM, and man^ of his fidloweTS 
<the moat nspeotahle) abandoned tha oaosa of the In- 



The incident is iUastrative of the cariona laxity of 
moralB which results from rerolutioDs, and of the 
irreaponnble character of McQr^;or. 

It WW not to be wondered at that the XTnited States 
annexed before the cloae of 1817 thia nest of amag^len 
and pirates, nor Oiat Anry and his valiant foUowen 
replied to the Bommcna to surrender widi man7 words 
and few shots. Sir Gregor McGregor gave jnstiflca- 
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tkn f<»r the act of absorptitoi (if saeh justificatitHi was 
neceesary) by the avowal in his proclamation that 
his oltimate project was to ocmqaer the two Floridas. 

Sir Qregor's next ventiire was an expedition 
against Porto Bello with the double object of sm- 
ittg tike town in the interest of the revolutionists and 
capturing a famish treasure ship. His partners 
enlisted a crew of ruffians in En^and, eluded the 
authorities there and in Jamaica, was joined by 
McGregor in tiie Spanish Main, took Porto Bello, 
jost mossed the galleon, but found enough liquor in 
the town to get so drunk that the defeated royalists 
diqiatched most of them. McGregor himself es- 
caped through the window of his quarters to the 
harbor and swam aboard his ship. He was wrecked 
off Gape Gracioa & Dioa, <hi the coast of Honduras, 
and, like the enterpriang genius that he was, in- 
gratiated Tiimiidf vith a native chief, whom the 
British had dubbed King of the Mosquito Nation, 
and obtained from him a grant of some 50,000,000 
acres, or 76,000 square miles, to whioh the King had 
no real title. He agreed to oolouize it, and he as- 
sumed the title of Cazique of Poyais. 

Before going to England with his scheme he 
claimed to have inaognrated a settlement, opened a 
bank and oiganized an army, in which a certain 
Thcmias Strangeway, K. G. C, was captain of Uie 
native Poyais regiment, as well as aide de camp to 
His Highness McGregor. The said Strangeway be- 
came his advertising agent and wrote a Sketch, of 
the Mosguito Shore, published by Blackwood, 1822, 
as a bait to lure the public' into the net which was 
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being cast for Qiem. The book wu & ecHnpilataon of 
the most glowing deBcriptionB of the agrieoltoral 
ponibilities of the West Indies, transferred, witbool 
acknowledgmrait, to the swamp lands of the Hondu- 
nu coast 

McOr^lor left Htmdnras in 1821 to tramiplant an 
English colony to the Mosquito abore. But before 
leaving Hwidaras he iasoed a procIamatioD, dated 
Bio Leco, April 13, 1821, stating that he was sail- 
ing for Europe "tor the purpose of securing rriigi- 
ous and moral instroctors, the implemoita of hns- 
bandry, and persomi to assist in the cultivatiai of 
the soiL" He very partioolarly asserts that "no 
pers(m but Ae honest and indostrions shall find an 
asylum in the Territory." 

Among the boohs intended to draw attention to the 
scheme was a publication by Blackwood in the same 
year of an old manuscript by CoL Bobert Hodgscm, 
written in 1757. It seems that the colond took pos- 
aeesioii of the Uosquito shore in the middle of the 
eighteenth centory, as superintendent and agent of 
the Goremor of Jamaica, of which ool(HLy it was, 
a dependency. He formed settlonents on the north 
bank of the Black Biver and in Bluefields. He does 
not give the number of wiginal settlers, but admiti 
that they diminished instead of increasing— "were 
mostly traders with their dependents and lived scat- 
tered." He says there were on the ooast 133 white 
men, 16 i^te wcnnen and 5 children, 170 molattoes 
and mestizos, 92 Indian and negro sUtves. 

The colonel was snooeeded by his son. It was 
claimed that as the Mosquito Indians had never lob- 
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mitted to Spain their coimtrf waa onoecnpied terri- 
tory. Nererthelen it waa recognized aa Spanish 
territory by the trealy of 1783 and was vacated by 
the British in 1786. The treaty, however, recog- 
nized the right of England to cut l4^ between the 
Biver Waller, or Balize, and the Bio Hondo, and 
from the sea to the New Eiver Lake, "without dero- 
gating from hia Catholic Majesty's right of sorer- 
eignty." The limits for log cutting were extended 
in 1786, but without waiver of any rights of aov- 
ere^ty by Spain. The Poyais country was indnded 
in this strip. 

The British interest in Honduras in the eighteenth 
eentoty was created by the growing preference for 
mahogai^ over walnat in the mannfactnre of fnmi- 
ture, which spmi^ up after 1715 and was stimu- 
lated by the reduction in duties by Walpole, who 
used it in the decoration of hia palace at Hoi^htwi. 
And the white population of the first aettlemcnts in 
Poyais evidently consisted not of agriculturists, but 
of setHers who traded in the wants and vices of the 
mahogany and logwood cutters. (Haldam Macfall 
in the Connoisseur, 1809, page 190a.) But Mc- 
Gr^^r's expedition aimed at really subsisting (m 
agriculture. 

It was the Duke of Albemarle, when Governor of 
Jamaica, who went through the farce of investing 
one of the Indians with a eonuniasion as King of the 
Mosqnitos, under Hie protection of England, by a 
ceronony which waa continued long afterwards by 
hia snecessw, aa told in my father's JoumaL 
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Straogfiway's book and Btatameot and Uie Foyaia 
■cbeme did not go unchallenged. The Quarieriy 
Review of October, 1822, adminiaterad a acathing 
eaatigation to the impadent author with his flctitions 
titleo, oallii^ the financial end of it "loan jobbery" 
and the land aelling "land jobbery," and holding up 
the whole project to deriaon. The Beview ezpowd 
the palpable onifnsion which the project offered of 
"interest with principal and pricea with eonmiodi- 
tiea." Strai^^ew^^, under the paeudonym of Yeras, 
answered in a pamphlet, admitting the ahaUownen 
of tlie McGregor title, explaining that McGregor was 
negotiating with the Spanish QoTenunrait to secure 
its confirmation, and ai^;uing that the atrip of terri- 
tOT7, with ita acceaa through tiie San Juan River to 
the Lake of Nicaragua, was of such prospective value 
to Great Britain as a canal route that tlie Govem- 
meait ahould serionaly ocnuider its acquisition. This 
was tme, but not to the point I 

Sir Gr^or succeeded in raising money in England 
on hia shadowy land titles and hia false statements. 
One of hia dupes was my father, thou^ he would 
not chai^ McGregor with fraud, but was inclined 
to attribute the terrible failure of the sch^ne to the 
mismanagement of tiie company. 

What happened when the unfortunate e<doniata 
were dumped on the swamp lands at the month of 
the Black Biver is better told by him tlian by any 
of the survivors, and is a fragment of history worth 
preserving. 

How the unfortunates were rescued and eared for 
in Balize we learn from an official investigation or- 
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dered by Earl Bathnrst in 1824. It resalted from a 
petiticm made to the Secretary of State by W. J. 
Bichardson and five other merobant miferers, who 
claimed that Marshall Bennett and other magis- 
trates at Balize, with the connivance of the snperin- 
tendent at Balize, had remored £30,000 of gooda and 
stores from Poyais in the previooa year in the 
schooner ' ' The Mexican Eagle, ' ' and had by force and 
persnasion carried ofF settlers whom they (the peti- 
tioners) had at great expense conveyed thither. The 
complaint was acocmipsnied by a pamphlet, The Ba- 
ItM Merchants Unmatked, by a certain G. A. Low, 
one of McGregor's agents. 

The resulting Proceedings of an Enquiry and 7n- 
vettigation by Major General Codd, Hia Majesty's 
Superintendent and Comnumder-in-Chief of BdUte, 
Hon^ras, B«Iattve to Poyais, is an interesting docn- 
ment. 

The first witness heard was Marshall Bennett He 
seems to have been chief jnstioe also of the Balize 
settlement He testified that in April, 1823, he was 
sent to the Black Biver with the King's annnal 
present and to gather information as to the settle- 
ment He fonnd disoi^&nization and sickness and 
the settlers anxioos that he should remove them. 
Having no aathority, he refused. Bnt Lientonant- 
Govemor Hall, arriving on May 6th, gave him the 
requisite anthorily, and he reoeived on board mxfy- 
six individuals, all bat three mck with fever. In 
Balize he got permissioii from His Majesty's soper- 
intcndent to remove the other settlers, and his 
sebooner, "The Mexican Eagle," was chartered for 
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Uls porpoM. It made aereni trip* in reacoiog them 
and remoTini; the atorea. These were aoocMnmodated 
in Bennett's wanhonse. Scnae were naed to feed the 
■etUen while in Balize and aome to inpply pio- 
TimcHu to the few who were shipped baek to Eng- 
land ; and aa the attvea were r^idly spoiling the bal- 
lanee was aolA "by pablic anction and bron^t 
£943.18.9. 

Thomoa Piobrtook teatifled aa to the arriTal of the 
ooloniflts in Bailee in a deplorable ctHidition, and 
that a conunittee of eitizena waa appointed to "bd- 
perintcnd and regnlate the charilr of pnbtia and 
private fanda for the relief of the nnfortiinate peo- 
ple." The committee oonaisted, among others, of 
Dr. Johnson, aaaistant staff snrgeon, and Lientenant 
Brown Williams, of the BoTal Artillery. Th^ hired 
the f (blowing assistance: 

"One nnrae at 6b 3d and another at 6a, one steward 
at 10s and five aasiatanta at 3b 4d per day; a cook at 
8s 4d and a wariierwiHnan at lOs a week." 

The haq)itBl was too small to aoeommodate the 
nek, 80 the wunen and ohildren were removed to a 
large ehapel and the ramainder qoaitered on the 
inhabitants. 

On August Ist forty-nine orphans and widows 
were shipped back to Eni^d. 

The witnoB said that the Balize authorities reeog- 
nked the difference between the eolonists vho had 
oome out as servants of the e<Hnpany and those who 
had come out aa independent settlers. They heri- 
tated to aarist the former daas in leaving the Blaok 
Biver. 
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OoloDel Hall tertifles: "In addition to other di»- 
trewng aobarraaments Dr. Doaglas, the nufteon of 
the settieanent, was severely attaoked "by fever." 
He saya: "Dr. Donglas declared his intention of 
proceeding with Mr. Benn^ next morning to Balize 
onleaB he received his aireata of pay. His stock of 
medicines he stated was nearly expended. After 
s short interview with him he however ocoisented to 
stay a short time l<mger." Soon after he received 
a written eommanicstion frcon Dr. Donglas, which 
he produced: 
"To CoL HaU: 

"The alarming sickness which prevails to snoh an 
ratent among the settlers recently landed frton Eng- 
land requires thar immediate removal. 

"I feel myself called on to state n^ opinion that 
should such removal be delayed, the most fatal con- 
sequences are to be ^prehended. The want of shel- 
ter, of fresh provinons, of good water, of dotlui^; 
and the privations we suffer from mai^r other causes, 
preclude ai^ reasonable hope of improvemmt dnr^ 
ing our residence here, and under such disadvan- 
tages the approaching wet season maj be expected 
to complete our destruction. I myself from severe 
indiq)06ition am at present able to render little or 
no asmstance to the sick; the stock of medicines 
brought from England is now nearly expended 
without any prospect of obtaining another supply. 
Under these dreumstances I trust you will see the 
neeesnty of facilitatii^ our immediate removal 
"I am, ete., 

"Jaios DocaiiAs, Burgeon." 
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These conditionB, "the revooatioD of tiie 'PaytM- 
ian grant by the King's pTOolamation, the ^wr- 
derly conduct of the greateit part of the nttlen," 
led to their removaL 

Tbe procIamati<Hi of the Fc^ais King addreswd to 
Colonel Hall by hia secretar;, Vanhea, stateethat "m 
oaueqiifflice of Qeneral MoQr egor not foMlling his en- 
gagement with His Majeaty, His Majesty doca ecm- 
sider Oeneral Sir Gregor McGregor smding any per- 
son to thia territory to be null and void; bat that 
the persons settling there at present have His Maj- 
esty's sanetioD, as long as they behaTe as persons 
settling for the beceflt of trade, and that they have 
no objecti<w to taking the oath of allegiance to His 
Majesty and to confonn to the laws of the kiugdom." 

Hall, in a letter to Major of Brigade Hendeisoo, 
states that the ntunber of settlers was abont 200. 

The proclamation and this native specimen of 
diplomatic oorreq)ondence are worth reprodncing : 

"I, G«oi^ Frederic Angostin the Second, by the 
Grace of God King of the Mosquito Nation, do here- 
by decree the grant of land given to Sir Gr^or 
McGregor noil and void, he not having fulfilled his 
contract with me agreeable tn his stipulation, and 
having c<mtracted a debt on part of my territory 
without my c<HiBent, assuming to himself the title 
of Cadqne of Poyais, declaring the aforesaid grant 
to be an independent State. 

"Therefore be it known to all these pers(HUi pnr- 
chaang lands that the aforesaid lands shall be thar 
lawful pr(q>ert7 after being signed by me; that all 
persons holding grants of land will make their claims 
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by the first of Jaanaxy, 1624, as they vill be for- 
feited after thaC date, and all graota of land sold by 
Sir Gregor McGregor since the flnt of January, 
1S28, are declared ddII and void. 

"Giren under my band at Cape Gracioa a Dioa 
the 28th day of March in the year of our Lord 1823. 
"Gbobob Pbbdbbic AoausTiN, 
"King of the Mosquito Nation," 
"Col. Hall, Present 

"I, George Frederic Augustin the 2nd, do write 
to decline all further concerns with Sir Gregor Mc- 
Gregor or any of bia representatives respecting the 
Poyais Government, as the Mosquito Nation knows 
no such government, as he. Sir Gregor McGregor, 
has not fulfilled his stipulations with me, and any 
application concerning the settlers and merchants 
must be made to the Poyais Government or to the 
Grand Caziqne." 
"To CoL Hall: 

"Should Col. Hall wish to have an interview 
with me respecting any private business of bia own, 
I am ready to grant it" 
"Sir: 

"I commit this letter, that yon will reemve from 
bearer to your charge, which yon will have the good- 
ness to open in presence of all the settlers at Black 
!^Ter, when you arrive there. 

"Gbknbob Fbedbbio AuoT^nN, ete., etc. 

"Cape Gracios a Dies, April 5tt." 

The letter to be read the settlers is as follows : 

"Geoi^ Frederic Augustin the 2nd, etc. 
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"M7 will and pleuon is— I have gnaranteed to 
jxm poneanon of all the landa you may have pur- 
ehaud at Blaek Biver within my kingdom tnm 
GregOT McGregor that 70a mi^ enjc^ the same 
property unmolested yon have pnrohased from him 
after the deeds being conntersigned by me and prop- 
erly taking the oath of allegiance, which must be 
dime by the Ist of January, 1824. 

"Those who have not porchased land may have 
it for 26 cents per acre, p^able in 5 years in mouey, 
goods or service; bnt the laws mnst be ob^red and 
customs for any deviation frton the same will end in 
their total alienation from the Engliah (to whom 
otherwise th^ will be respected) with the risk of 
your prc^erty and probably yonr lives. 

"I will give a constitotion to the Kingdom as well 
for the benefit of the subjects as the sovereign 
founded upon justioe and free of all persecntiai." 

No taxes ven to be levied for a year. 



ilk. Hall, in writing to the major of brigade in Hon- 
dnras, asking permissiim that Mr. Bennett may re- 
move Qie more needy of the settlers, says C^)tain 
Hedgeeock, of the Hondoraa packet, unlawfully ap- 
propriated the greater part of the provisicoifl and 
stores. He asserted that not <»ie-foiirth of the stores 
were landed, bnt that "Ci^tain Hedgecoek detained 
the greater part to satisfy claims against Sir Gr^or 
McGrq^r, as head of the government, and that of 
the Eenueraley Castle." My father ealla the cap- 
tain of the Hondoras packet Hitehooek, and at- 
tribates his leaving with most of the provisions to 
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a tbreatening norther; nererthelen, when Colonel 
Hall went to Cape Oracios a Dios he succeeded in 
persoading Captain Hitchcock to part frith medical 
atoree only, and he refiued to retom to the settle- 
ment. He had evidently be«nne persuaded of the 
ht^lesBneas of the veotore and oneertainty of being 
paid. 

The date of the Spanish settlement, whoae de- 
stmotion the Kin^ described to my father, oorre- 
sponds closely with the date of the surrender of the 
coast by Great Britain to Spain, and the bnildinga 
were probably those of the earlier Britikh settlers. 

There was not a little newsp^er criticism of the 
'Payais scheme after its failure. The 8cots Maga- 
sine of September, 1823 (page 324), ccmtains an 
article on ihe credulity of mankind as illitstrated by 
the fate of the Poyais emigrants. The writer says: 
"The emigrants had been informed that they would 
find a settlement established. They found three 
miserable huts, inhabited by three or four Ameri- 
cans." He adds that "McGr^^r's agent attempted 
to contradict the tmth of their accounts, and several 
advertisements were published with the view of 
keeping np the hoax." 

Sir Gregor McGregcff continued to maintain the 
farce of being the raler of a principality, for in 
1836 he composed a constitution, which he dedicated 
"To the Inhabitants of Fc^aiaia end other districts 
of the Territory of the Mosquito Shore." In it he 
styles himself their "sincere frigid and fellow citi- 
zen." It ctHumences: "We, the representatives of 
the Freemen of the Mosquito Territory, in General 
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ConToeatdiu met, moWe that the Terribny ihall 
hoieeforth be called Indialand." It is prefaced hj 
the BBme propositions u to the inhereat ri{|)it of 
man which are introdveed in the United States Con- 
rtitati<«L It, however, declares that "slavery is foi^ 
ever abolidted in this state." 

The supreme legislative power is vested in an as- 
sembly of the representatives of the people; the ex- 
ecutive in ft Governor and Gotmcil, and the judicial 
in a senate, a sapreme court and inferior courts. It 
was evidently assumed to be an indepoident repub- 
lie, as no mention is made of Qreat Britain. 

His Highness was, however, getting into very deep 
waiee, for in 1839 he addressed a petition to the 
Yeneznelan Qovemment and pleaded that in consder- 
tttiim of his past services to the Bepnblic it should 
extend to him pecuniary assistaiice, confer oa him cit- 
izemsbip aod restore his rank io the army ; all of which 
requecta were granted. 

Uy father's account of the short-lived colony, 
which I reproduce intact, was written fnnn a diary, 
evidently revised after the events, probably when 
he was in tlte United States. It varies in some minor 
particulars from the evidence elicited daring the 
official inquiry. The prospectns by which my fathra 
and otlierB were tempted to join the ezpediti(m is 
not more extravagant than other similar mendacious 
docoments of our own day. 

The Journal was published in the Trsn8aoti<aiB of 
the Literary and Historical Society of Quebec, Ses- 
sion of 1868. '9. 
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Pub L— account OF THE ATTEMPT TO FOBU A 

SETTLEUENT ON THE MOSQUITO SHOBE, IN I82S. 

Bt JAMES DOUGLAS, M. D. 

IRtad before th« fiooMly, febrNOfy lOtk, 1869.) 

On n^ Mtum from ludi*, in tbe fall of 1822, I reMiT«d la 
kppolntaMiit u Ataiabuit Surgeon In th« Bengal Prealdm^. 
While in London, »w«iting the dejMutare of « tbmoI tot 
Calcutta, I filled up R17 apare time by attending the Praotios 
and Leotucea of Sir Ajtlej Cooper, in Qvy and St. ThomM' 
Uoapitala. One daj, while awaiting the opening of tbe 
lecture room, and amuBing mytelf bj reaillng on the walla <rf 
the hall the noUoea of boardiug-bouaea, fencing and drawing 
maaten, &«^ I waa attracted bj an open letter addieaaed to 
Sir Aatl^ Cooper by the Secretarj to the Qoremnunt of 
Pojaie, requeating him to reooromend a well-qualified auigeon 
to aooompany a partj of aettler* to the Moaqnito Shore. 

I at once proceeded to the Office of the Goremment, No. 1, 
Dowgate Hill, where I found three or four portly-looking 
gentlemen, director!, to whtm I Introduced myaeU. Ending 
that I had jut come from India and wa* about to return with 
a permanent appointment, I received a hearty welcome; and 
after wme diacUHicm and h««itation on my port, I agreed to 
give up India and proeeed to the Hoaqulto Shore. 1^ 
engagement oomprieed a aalary of £1 per diem, a furnished 
houae, lerrant, horee, medicinea, &«, 

A great differenoe of opinicHi existed, and itill exiata, aa ta 
the objecta, the end, aim and management of the P<9«la 
acheme. Aa far aa I could learn at the time, and have ainee 
learnt, the conduct of the direetma waa perfectly In good 
faith, and their objeda perfeotly l^tiinat«. They aignal^ 
f^Ied from ignorance and from eauaea wlkich will b« readilr 
neogniied aa I proceed. I may, liowever, now explain the 
origin and objecta of aa expedition whidt inrolvad ao aerioua 
a aaerifloe of prt^ierty, and ao fearful a loaa of life. The 
Spanish prorinoei at thia time had declared their indo- 
peudenee, and were at war with old Spain. Bolivar and 
Sir Gr^or MacOregor had failed in an attaA on Carthagena, 
and had aacaped with great diffionlty. Sir Qngoi having 
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mieewded in rwddng Oapa QrmdoB a Dloi, irtien be »■ 
nninad mdw time with Qvagt TnietUk, tke King of Ow 
Motqnito nation. At thia tinw, tlw Uotqnito Bbon wM 
under tlie pit>twti(m ol QrMt Britain; ud tbe King bad 
been brou|^t np, adueatod and erowned in Jamaica, nndor 
tiie can of tlte Duke of HanchMtar, tbe Qorwan of tha 
Britiab Weat India Itland*. While at Cmft Gnudoe a Dioa, 
Btr Or^or obtained fram the Mneqnito King a grant cd land 
on the eoaat, for purpoaea ttf aettlemait; bnt being wltboat 
money or inflnenee, he eoLd hie ri^ta to wmie merchant* in 
Londtm for £16,000. Thej orgauiaed a oompany t<x tbe 
pnrpoae of eettling the land, bat prindpallf, aa I wae in- 
formed, (or tlie purpose of mpplfing Britiih drj goods to 
the revolted prorlnoee. 

However, after my agreement with the Dimebwe, and lay- 
ing in the reqalalte medical etores, Ac., I embarked at Orave- 
•end, on 22nd November, in a veeeel ealled the "Hoadnraa 
Packet," Hitchoook, maater. I found mj fellow-pasaengen 
in the cabin to be eompoeed of OoL Hall, the eommasdantt 
irtio wae about 00 yean of age, and bad been most <^ hla 
life in India; Hr. Weeteott, eeeretary; Mr. Ooogar, eom- 
miaeary; and myaelf, anrgBcm. In the fore-eabin were 27 
fonng men, ecnne of them holding sitoatJona, and atune going 
out ae aettlera. Three of tbe latter were married. In the 
■teerage were 40 men aad wmnen, and a very few ehildien. 
The captain and owner of the veeeel wai an old maater in the 
Bavy— a lying, bltutering, bnt on the whole a good-natnred 
man. After an avenge paseage, we arrived at St. Thomae, 
where we remained U days. I waa delisted with St. 
Thomaa. The inhaMtanta, principally Dane* and Freneh, 
wen extiemely pleaaaut and hoapltable. Slavery edated, 
but apparently only in namej the negroea m the plantatjon* 
■eemed to be a moat liappy and Jolly raee, apparently alway* 
on the grin. 

On filst January, anchored in Port Soyal, Jamaica, where 
we found four ahipa of war under oommand of Admlnl 
Sowley, and three piratloal veeaela, which had been lately 
captured. I spent a fortnlf^t veiy pleasantly in Tt'ip*"*, 
where I met amne old sidiooI-faUowa, who did all in their 
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power to dianwde me frmn going on Ute Spaulah main. TIuj 
repreMntod in vain, bat «■ I aftenrarda fonnd out, Texy 
truly, the vnheklthlneu of the olimata, the want of tba 
ordinary necesaariei <rf life, the dangerona oharutar of tha 
BatiTra, and the diiflcnlty of getting aw^ again, ahould I 
deaire to do ao. Daring m; tiaj In Jamaica, I attended the 
trial of a band of piratea before the Admiralty Court. I oonld 
not reeognlze the magnUoent apecimen of a leader ao graphleal- 
ly deteribed b^ Tom Cringe in hii lamona log. Whether I 
wm* prejndioed bj the idea I entertained of their profeaaim, 
and the atoriai enrrent of tlieir wanton omeltica, I know 
not: I thou^t them the moet aavage, blood-tbiraty, to- 
pnlatre-lmAIng wret«hea I had enr aeoL Th<!y wve of all 
eolora. North and SonQi AnwrieMu, Britiah, H^iroea and 
Mnlattoea. Whan paaalng Port Boyal Point on my departnn^ 
I aaw twenty-one of the gang hanging in elialna. 

In Pebmary, 1823, we anired cm the Hoaqulto Shore, and 
about noMi anchored off tha month of the Blade Blver. A 
number of tha natlvea, aeemnpanied by a half-eaat« Amarican, 
eama off to ua In a large eanoe, called a dor;. Tht? 
obatinat«ly reaiatad CoL Hall'a wlah to go <« ahora with 
them. Dnrtng the diaenaalon, one of tha natiraa called to the 
party in the caUn, who immediately loae and proceeded to 
hare the ahip. In aplte td cnr ratreaUea to them to lemaini 
the leader remarked that It waa getting late In the day, that 
the Bar at the month of the River rouat be croaaed before 
daric, Ac, Ac., go he would, and go he did. In irtiat leamed 
to oa to be in unnaeeaaary haata. About half an hour after 
tha departure of the party, tha water being ealm, I waa Sailing 
orer the atem of the veaael, whan a cafa-paw crept orer tlM 
water. In a few minntea It inoreaaed to a honieane. "Dm 
inm cable anapped, and before aall oonld be got on the ahip, 
I eonld eount the etonea on the bench. Tha hnrrioane con- 
tinned all night, whidi waa veiy dark, and alUioagfa oold 
and wet, every one remained on deck, Uatening to the anrf 
beating on the ahore, and expecting every moment the veaael 
to atrike. At day-lig^t we found oonelvea about half a mile 
from the ahore: the a^ waa dear, but the hurrleana atUl 
continued. At 3 pjn., the aUp had got mne of an oBa^ 
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aad w« Uwa bora aw^ for Um Islaiid of Ban««M, wfaliA wa 
nu^ed next dtcj in the •ftcntocn. 

Th« Hufaonr of BonMc* I« landlodwd bj Mm Toak^ 
laUndi, or k«jt, u Vbey *n mlled. TImm iakto are evnrad 
with oMoa-iitit tTM*. Bonaem labwd itMlf ia abont foor or 
five milca in dlaowUr, but witiunt aaj InhaUtMitB. Wa 
Umtai numben of wUd pifi and 001x71. and alMmdaaoa ot 
wiM fowL We rwnatnad on the laland ten d^a, oataaaiUr, 
utU the dana^ to Uie aalla and riggliig waa repaired. 
Dnring ttiia time, aenral of tha paaaengera were laid up wiUi 
•on feet, fron the deposit of tiu egga erf tlw clilgoe tuider tke 
aktn, in conMqnenoe of gring without ahoea or stoddnga. 

On again reaehlng tlio roadstead off tka mouth of the Blaok 
River, tlto lialf-oaato Ameriean and the natiret ahewed, or 
pretended to akew great anrpriae at ifwing na, anppoaing wa 
had been driven on ahore, or bad fonndered in the hnrrieaite. 
We reproached them for not warning na ot It* appniadi, and 
tor nidentlf wiahing the loaa (rf the veaael and ot ^ on board. 
Being late in the aftcmom, we deferred going on aliore nntil 
the next day. 

The next mnnlng, aeoordlnglj', we diaonbarlced in la^a 
eanoca. We fcnmd a tremendooa anrf on the bar wUoh ran 
scroaa the month erf the river, ftbont half a mile from tlie 
ehore. We, however, were all landed aafely, vrith the exemp- 
tion ol a few of the men irtw remained to aaalat in getting 
out the earga. We locdced In vain for the ohnrdt and the 
hooeea whidt we had been led to believe ■''■t^ Hie un- 
broken foreat reached down to the water*! edge. The tenta 
having been left on bo^rd, we were fafai to make flrea of tha 
drift-wood and ileep on the bweh. 

Vext morning guided bf the Indiana, we aeleeted a alte for 
the aettlenuot on the bank of a lagoon, aliout two milaa frea 
the month ot the Blaok Blver, or Bio Tlnto of the Spanlardat 
and aa there waa not a clear apace rai&airat to enable na to 
pitch tenta, all handa were aoon buaj in mooving the trees 
and bmehwood. We enoeeeded in dealing a patdi, and 
the next da; got eigbt teote on ehore and the moat of the 
private baggage. Hany of the people finding the tanta too 
hot and uppi ea al fe mder a tinpieal ann, ereeted wigwama, 
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eovcrad with tpun ihceta, bUnketi and lamtj bniuliM of 

tTMS. 

On the foUowing dkj, idiik itiU bn^ "'—^"b the buika 
of the Ugoon, we were Tliitod bj a partr of Cuiba, tho re- 
malne of tha aborigines of the W. I. laland*. These people 
at the beginning of the oentiuy were eonflned to the Island of 
St yineent, and being iTreeUiinable and Teiy troublesonu^ 
were flaall; captured by the British goreminent, and landed 
on the main land, south of Trmdllo, and jnst beTond the 
borden of the Mosquito Kingdom. I found them a fine manly 
race with the peculiar artificial form ot skuU, and In intoUeet 
and disposition, mneh superior to the Mosquito men. I en- 
gaged a hand of five of them to build me a hous^ which th^ 
did remarkably well, and in a remaiicably short spaoe of time. 
They snnfc earner posts of the pitch pine, leaving about 
twelve feet orer the ground, and smaller posts for doorsi 
windows and oross ties; the whole was than walled In with 
wild sugar cane, and thlek^ thatched with the leaves of the 
palm tree. His doors and windows were of cane, and were 
swung from the lintels. My Carib friends and I maintained 
a very good understanding during my stay on the coast. They 
supplied me with game, fish, and fruit, in return for bleeding 
them, an operati<m ot which they were very fond, and were 
never tired. Howerer, to return to our dally routine. Ob 
the 4th day, got two puncbecms of mm on sboie^ and ssrosl 
oaeks of poA, beef, and flour. 

'Hie next forenooo I was alarmed by seeing the ship In the 
offing set sail, and steer to the southward, taking away our 
arms, spirits, merchandise, medicines, and five of the settlers. 
Capt. Hitchcock sent word by Uie Indians who were enipl<7ad 
in discharging and landing the cargo, that fearing asothor 
Norther, he would stay no longer, and wonid not return; but 
would land the remainder of the goods at Cape Grados a 
Dios. This was a terrible bhnr and great discouragament, 
but a few houra convinced us of the wisdom and neoassity 
of Oapt Hltehcock's dedaioo, as during the latter part of the 
same day the Norther did set in, and blew with tudi Tlolanee 
aa to level the huts, and carry away Uw tents, hfy cane 
house not being flnlshad, my own tent, thoo^ wall pegged 
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dowB, WM blown ftwaj, aad in Uia night I waa Mt miiuiiil 
to the •tonn. «nd to nudi ft dduce ol ntn m Is cnl^ iK> 
fMrlenotd in the tropica. Hw nut mi»njng, the oonditlon ot 
the people ma piteous in the extreme^ and more enail^ to be 
Imagined than deecribed. The weather, hovarer, tbmi^i atlU 
windj, waa flue. The Indiana ktft tu Uberally anppUed with 
peeoaiy, Totlson, flah and fruit, in WMhange for nun, powdWt 
and abot. In the afternoon I took poeeeeiion of taj bonae 
and felt prouder than under other drcumataneea to hnva 
onmed the beet house in JtUaiiarj Square. I bou|^t a amaU 
canoe <rf mahogany wood, whidi I eould eaaily paddle by 
n^eelf, and what with improving nj house, ■hooting flahln^ 
reading, and 07 eli|^t pxof emional dutlea, I passed n^ time 
moat pieasantlf lOr semat weeks. Thia, hoeranr, waa not 
destined to last longer; in Idaroh t^j* nun was flzpendedt ^'"^ 
from some cause unknown, the Tiu»mi« disappeared. Ahont 
the same time sereral cases of bilious remittent femr ooonned. 
I had nothing but my lancets and a pbial of emetic tartar. I 
eould s^ like the linee at the eelebnted Dr. Jtrfm Lsttaomi 
"When patients sick to me appljr, 

I phjsics, bleeds, and sweats them ; 
If, after that, they chooee to die, 

WiMt'i that to mef— I. Lxitboh." 

Howerer, at this period none o( 119 pati«ota Aedt the 
bilious remittent ehMi^ng Into an obstinate intermittent. 

At Um end of Uarch, had ten oases ri fenr, ol more than 
the ordinary intensi^. To add to our distress, the snpply ct 
tea, sugar, bieonit, floor, and spirits, was cKhansted; nothing 
but salt beef and the uncertain and irregular supply of flah 
and game. At tUa time, some Indians oame from Oa^ 
Oradca a Dioe, and told us that a luge ship was laying 
there, with plenty of rum. Knowing it to be the Honduras 
Packet, C(^ Hall immediately set off in a dory with two of 
the eetUera and eleren Indiana. 

Three days afterwarde, a large ship andiored off the Barj 
she proved to be the KnuMsIy CasUe from Lelth, with IW 
settlen. During the few following days, they wu« all safriy 
landed with their luggage; the Teasel, homrar, brought no 
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prorlaiouA for tbe ookmj; all Uut wu obtained were the 
Huphu atorea, lud in for pAuengera on the Tojage. A gentle- 
nui nkined Bnith, wu ntUtdied to the Kenneelf Cutle u 
mrgeon. With the ihip the iMtives re*ppe»Ted, uid uaUted In 
landing the pwaragera and their goodai for lome nnezplftined 
TMBon or OftUM, they would not, howerer, hunt or flab for na. 

On the nth April, my euthlj oareer nearly ckwed. Bdng 
daalrooa to go on hoard the ahip In the oSn^ I atarted in a 
deny with Dr. Smith and three men to paddle; on reaching 
the anrt we found five row* of hreakere, and paesed two wlth- 
ont diffloulty; a panlo then aeiwd the men, who oeaaed to 
paddle, and lualflt«d on ntnming. The reanlt waa that the 
dory kflt way, and tho next breaker left ua atmggling in the 
water. We were about half a mile from ahon. Two of the 
men were good airlmmera; Dr. Smith, however, got hold of 
one of them, and waa only indueed to rellnquiah hia btdd by 
blowa of a paddle from Ute other. I then aueoeeded in getting 
Dr. Smith within reach of the doiy, and inatmeted him how 
to hold on to ita extreme end. A party ot Indiana on the 
Fcdnt, eeeing oar miehap, launched their oanoe, and pldced 
up the two swimmer*, nearly exhausted. After landing them, 
Ui^ returned to our asaistanee, and taking off Dr. Smith and 
Uia third man, they paddled out of the aurf, where leaving 
one Indian to take than on shore, the other two eame to my 
assistance, nicy first righted the dory and then cleared it 
ot the water by see-sawing it until the moet of the water waa 
■plashed out. Ihey then got It out of the aorf, leaving me 
still holding on to tbe stem until In amootb water. The two 
men first picked up, were little the worse; Dr. ftnith was 
Tery ill for a oouple of days; the third man never rallied, and 
died In about three houn. On the ISth, the Eennesly Castle 
(ailed, the sickness on ahore inereaaed, a great deal of raiK 
fell, and aa the people were not aheltcred from it, they suffered 
greatly. The atmosphere became thick, sultry and oppraaslTe; 
the type of the ferer changed, and on thia day one young man 
died. The few medicinee I had procured from the Eennealy 
Oastle were aoon exhauated. 

SSth.— Of 280 indlTiduals all were sick, with the exocfttim 
td nine. One f ami^ ot siven poaona— father, mother, and 
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fin l o ni - w m all 01: Umt Uy « Um gnmd on «u* 
IcwTN. On Tldting them tUi «nBiB^ fcmad tiia motlMr had 
been daad mkiw honn, wlthoat tiie kBowledgo of tiw othan. 

ttOu—To-dMj, thTM of tiw man, wUla ercNdng the Ufoea 
in front of 117 hooae, in ft pl^aa, npaet. One id the party, a 
good nrimmer, rtnuk out for the ■horei ha had only pro- 
eaeded a tew jaide when ba ahrieked oat and ntddenly eaak. 
B» had ertdently been aeind by cne of the alUgaton, whid 
were nninennu In the lafocms. AUifator wae ihot the nest 
day. 

27th^-To-d^, a hl^ily napeetable and very worthy max 
oommitted nidde. He had beoi ill, bat wae raaore ria fc 
thon^ atlll nnable to riee. He ineleted that he wae going to 
die, and wished me to take diarge of hie little properly, and 
oi a letter to hie wife. £ia«t emiing I had ifirta him a 
little wine; thle stomlag, whan tm my way to viait him, I 
heard a shot flred, and on antwdng hit hnt, fOand Uutt ha 
had loaded a hone-platol to the mnnle, aad had literally 
blown himaelf to pieoea. Not being ahU to get any «w fa> 
dig a gntVB, I colleetod tome bnuhwood, whidt I plied in hie 
hot, and let flia to ii To-day, fire men and a woman took a 
large doiy, got eafely throng the anrf, and off to the nrath- 

28th.^I1ie two jtnmg men who had bem npaet with me In 
the Borf, and another, left the aettleBMBt wtUi eome Indiana 
who were going to Baliia. 

Hay let. — ^Another man died. To^y, Cd. Hall returned, 
bringing eome of the medical and other etoree with him. He 
had found the Hondnrae PaAet at the Cape, but eoold not 
tndnee the marter to retom to Uie SettUment. He annonnwd 
an tntmded Tlsit of the King. 

<th.— Brery one ei^ and helpleee, SEeeptlng OohNwl Hall, 
myaelf, and a raeoal named IMSregor. Colonel Hall and 
myeelf took eome of the elek into onr hooaea, and attended 
them aa well aa we were able. 

7th.-— To^ay, George Frederic^ the King of the Hoaqnito 
Nation, arriTed, aooompanled by eereral of hia Qklefe, or 
Ifinletera. His arrlTal wa« a perfeet Ood-send to ne, aa he 
eaoaed hia people to hunt and flah for na. Ha wae a tall and 
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handaomt-lookiiig nwn, Int » most debftndwd ebarMter. Hi 
dnnk •zoM«iT«l7, •wore « good de«l, fcnd wu bcocmItbIj 
ftmd (rf plftTing at "ftll-fonn." He apoke and read Eng^h 
raiuirkably weU. One of hi* ttafl, « bale old man, had been 
in Jamaica with the Eingi dnring hia roinorltf, and until hli 
oaronatlon. He wu Teiy oonunnolcativs, and gave me k 
good deal of faiformatioa on the Uator^ of the Hoeqnito 
Shore. I will nerer forget the diAboIieal glee with which he 
giTa me an aeooont of the final deatraetlon of the Bpanlah 
Bcttlement, upward* of thirty yean before, and In whidi he 
had taken a part. He aald that on a AaA t^gbt the Indians 
bad nuTOonded the entire plaoe, and, iriiile the inhabitant 
were asleep, had act lire to the bnlldin^ and maaaaered ererj 
•onl — men, women and dtlMren. Not one eaeaped. He told 
me that mj hnt wu «reeted on the dte of the hospital: this 
aooounted for mj having found Mtne aqnare tiles and a lot 
of broken ^ase, when levelling mj floors. He pointed ont the 
lite of the ehapel, or ohnreh, and tocA me to see the house 
of the Qovemor. We ent onr waj through the bmah with 
onr machetes, and found the remains of what had berai a 
good stone house. Host of the first story, if It ever had 
more than one, wu still standing, but closely embraoed by 
the trees, shrubs, and creeping plants, with which ft was 
almost quite hiddcai. Upon the whole, I was pleased with 
what I had seen, which satisfied me that the frontispiece 
to Colonel Strangeway's bocA wu not purely mythical; it 
shewed srana good-looking buildings surrounding a ohiiroh 
witli a respectable steeple. I suspect the reradous Colonel 
had taken his view from some old Spanish print. 

ISth^-The King and his eovrt departed rather suddenly, 
and in great or pretended wrath. He bad demanded from 
CoL Hall that he and the whole ot the people should take the 
oath of all^^auoe to bin). To this demand Col. Hall would 
not llstoi for an Instant; angry words ensued, wfaldi ended 
in His Majesty and his following gsttlng Into their canoes 
and starting baek to the Caps, with scan^ leave taking. 

Hi* principal, if not the only aauss of regret for the King's 
d^artnre, wu In Ute drenmstaaoe that he todc all the 
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Indiana m»j with him, uid in anuaqnatM deprlrad ni of 
our nMcMBiy cnpplies of game, Itah aa& fmlt. 

»>th.— A Mntail Mhocoer fnan BaliM in the Baj ot 
Hondnr**, ■joehorod this morning off the month of the river, 
the owner, Ur. Bomett, hariog b«ftrd tliroagh the Bngiiah 
papere of onr settlement. Altbon^ bonnd for (^rthagtoA, 
Ur. Bennett most graeimulj offered to eonvey M manj t>l 
the wi>nt ouee tunong the sl^, u his veeeel would hold, to 
Baliie; this most gmeroni offer was thankfiiUy Moepted, utd 
the next dii; the sohooner departed with 67 peraona. 

On their departure I felt a peculiar depreesion of spirita. I 
cftlled to diseoss onr state and proapeots with OoL Hall, and 
while ooiiTCTsing with him, became soddenij edaed with 
acut« ptUn In mj head and giddincaa. I hardly know how 
I reached my hut. I rworered with a Tagoa and ixtamj 
idea of h&Tlng bled myself, and of having negiaoted or becai 
unable to hMtdage up my arm after the operatiou. In fin or 
six days I regained my full oraudousness, and was able to 
sit up In bed, but an obatiiut* Intermittent set in, whieh 
reduced me to a skeleton. This, and th» weakneas caused 
by the ezoeeaiTe lose of blood, rendered me tmable to get out 
During the intermissions, I was only able to sit at Uie window 
and shoot parroii, lliarda, or anytliing eatable or uneatable, 
which came within shot, to snataln life In myself and in an 
Irish woman, one of the ladlriduals whmn I had taken in and 
nursed some time before. To this poor and faithful woman I 
owe much, as die devoted herself to my eare, aJtbou|^ she her- 
self was weak, and atill snfTering from ague. In June, H. 
Hajesty's sloop of war Bedwlng came to an anchor in the 
Roads. She had been despatched to our assistance by Oen. 
Codd, the superintendent at Ballse. Amn Ute time of my 
attack, I do not remember any ooenrrenoe distinctly. I have 
ft dim and dreamy remembranoe <rf being carried to the 
bea(4i in a hammock liy the sailors, and o< lying on the de^ 
of the Ttedwing until her airival in Baliae. I am aware that 
she took oB all the settlers, exeepting two or three who were 
well enough to remain and t«ks duwge of what was Mt o( 
the proper^ at the settlement. On my arrival in Ballse I 
was plaeed In lodf^ngs with a very kind negrMS. DnriBg hit 
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ataj I raoovaMd w>me atrangth, ao Uwt oooMioiiftUr 011I7, I 
WM enabled to cmtrl out. Hy mind alao aomewluit »■ 
corared Its tone. The agiu, liowerer, waa moat pendstent. 
I waa aa thin ■■ a whipping pact, and aa yellow aa « guinea. 
While I remained In Bailee, one of ttie three young men who 
had left flie Black Slrer with some Indiana in April, mad« 
hia appearanoe in Baliia. He atated that on the pawage h« 
and hla two companions were adced by the indiaju and 
thnnra orerboard about a mile and a hali from the ahore; 
Mie aank Immediate^, tlie aeoond awam a oonaiderable dl»- 
tanoe before ainking, the auiriror got on ahore and reaehed 
OmOM, and waa forwarded to Bailee. Aa the Hoaqnito men 
were atill in Balise, they were arreated, and I waa sarried to 
court to Identify them. Am no court having oriminal Juria- 
dlotion (oiated in Balize, the aoouaer and Uie Mcuaed were 
■ent in a Teaael of war to Jamaica for triaL 

Before my arrival in Balise, some of the party ot six who 
had left Uie lettlement on STth April were bron^t to Baliaa. 
When at the entrance of the Bay of Honduras, they had 
ataved their dory at nij^t on a small rooky key. Thqr saved 
some salt beef, but had no water; after lingering for aevetal 
days, two died fnmi thirst. They were then picked up t^ a 
Spanish turtUng boat, where two more of them died. Tho 
woman was tlie only one who auSered little. 

In September, I became so 111 and weak as to be unable to 
rise. My recollections of what passed for some weeks were 
ao faint, that on my recovery I could with difBcnlty recall any 
occurrences. I have a dim idea of a gentleman visiting and 
praying with me. I have a dim reoolleotion of him offering 
me a passage to Boeton, and some time after, of his heading 
a proGeBsi<»i of sailora who carried me on board of a sduxHiw 
in a hammock slung on an oar. The achotHier touched and 
remained aome dayi in Havannah, waiting for the convoy 
of men-of-war, aa at that time the Weat India seas were 
greatly Infested by pirates; but I waa too ill and weak to ba 
moved out <d my berth. 

On my arrival in Boaton I was sent on ahoie and placed in 
Quarantine. The next day, however, or the day after that, 
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I ifpeod hwiwlth ■ eop7 of tiw priatod dronlttr kMud bf 
th« Oemjmajt 

Begolatioiii of iho Fofaii land OiBoe, No. 1, 
Dowgate-Hill, Loadou. 

I^Tu LANDS M« lold In Sqnan UIm, or BmUoh irf 
MO Aerwi EkU-SmUoiu oI SM Axcm; (}iuat«r-8Mtteu d 
ISO Aoraj iB Eij^tlis of 80 Asrc«t Mid SixtMvtta U 40 
Aorw. 

n^The Pr^rietors <a l*ni In thii TWritat;, p^ n 
Fm-Du^ of One Cent, ol » Dollu par Aara. Om Hmtod 
C«nta. nuUu « Dollar, whkii ia tqaal to about 4a. W. 8Uriin() 
tfae Feu-J>utjr, thanlMs, doaa not amannt to mora than afaoot a 
HaUpennr par Aen; and tkt fmwmU (karfof ii wot (a 
oiMMMMe mhKJ fiv4 yaara a/(tr Ma data of Ma p«rafc«ai. 
The OranU an traaafarabli^ tpftkast ag^MMe, ly aia»pla te- 
doraattim, te jitwMMM 0/ (wo ffttawee e ; and it la ^adalfy 
■tipnlatcd, that, loUk tka mention 0/ Ita /oTHaW fwu-DiUg, 
the Pnrehaier ihall be baa from all and wnrj Impaat w 
Taxation vbataoerer, nnleee wA aa ahall be rolnntarUf and 
tneij agreed to I7 the fl raw t iw, (JMr H»tn, or AtigM, for 
tht benefit 0/ the BUtU. 

in.— The Price of theae Land* to at preaant Three SUtUmgt 
per Aort, and on the IStb ol Noramber will be adnnoad to 
^oMT BhUlmgM, and a farther adnnea will take plaea aooa 
tharcaftar. Aa it to on^ intended to teU a porttewlor qtMntUf 
of Lattd at them low prioee, ehould tliat quantity be aold 
prerions to a eertain period, the Priee of the I«nda will be 
eoneiderablj' adTanead. It may also be afaearred, tha^ ahonld 
eertain drcnmitanMa take plaoe, wMok are te a atafe of 
pngrOM, a mwA greater admutoe (ka« here iwtlead wOl 
probably be Ike Mmaegwenoe. 

IV. — Pnrchaien may weure to tlMmaelTea Onnte at tba 
Price of the Day, by poytay a Depoa<f of U per Oairi. pf»- 
Tiooa to Uie next Adranee, and the Remainder of the Par- 
ohaaa^Uoiur wllUn nidt time aftar the data of the Depoalt 
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aa maj b« agreed npon, b; whleh thej will be entitled to 
Teeeire their Qrants, eren tlion^ the Piiae in the mnenttmn 
Bu,j hare adTaneed. Theee Pnrohaaen, however, who (all 
to pay up the Balanee at the stipulated time, may, npon ap- 
plioation, recelre a Grant ol Land equal in value to the 
amosnt of their Depoait, provided the application be made 
within the term of Six Honthe from the data of the eald 
Depoaiti but if, at the expiration of thli laet term, no ^- 
plkatliMi ihonld be made, the Depoait will then be oonaldered 
forfeited. The TITLE-DBEI^ maj be eeen, and evei; in- 
formation obtained, by applying penoaally, or by Letter, 
(poet paid) addreseed to the Agutt of the Poyoit Land Offlee, 
Ko. 1, Dov>gat«-Sai, Lojivoit. 

The TBRBITORY of FOYAIS, wfalA form* wfthln itedf 
a free and independent State, under the govenuncoit of fto 
own Cadqne, is eitnated on the monntainoaa aide ci the 
Bay of Honduraa, in North Amerioa; ia three or four days' 
•ail from Jamaloai thirty bonrt' from the Britiieh SetUo- 
mnit of Baliw in Yucatan; and about eight day** from New 
Orleana, in the United Statee <rf America.— The CLUUTB 
ia Tsmarkably healthy, and agreea admirably with the oon- 
etitutlon of Europeana; many erf whtxn having beoome mneh 
debilitated by a long reeldenee in the Weit Indies, hare been 
completely reetored to health by a renKnral for a ibort period 
to the Bay of Honduras. — ^The BOIL Is extremely rich and 
fertile, bearing Tlkree Crop* (J Indian Com in a Year; and 
prodnoee not only all the neeoeeariee at life In profusion, but 
is alM> well adapted for the eultlTation of all thoae valuable 
ConuDereial Commoditlee whidt have rmdered the West Indies 
so important; — sueh as Snpw, Ooffee, Cotton, Tobacoo, Ooooa, 
to. te. — ^The Fkee of the Conntry le beantifally nuied by 
Hill and Vallejr, and Hkewiae abonnde with fine Savnmiahs 
or Plains, and in Forests ol the moet valuable TIMBER, sudi 
ae Uahogany, Cedar, SanU Haria Wood, Boee-Wood, Zebr«- 
Wood, Piteh-Pfaie, and many otben neetnl tor every pnrpoee 
of Husbandly, erection of Houaei, Shipbuilding, Cabinet 
Ware, Ar. — and the Weet-India Uai^ete always present ft 
ready and profitable sale for all eorta of Lumber aa well a« 
Fnrvislmis. — ^I^, Pitdt, Tntpentlae, and Aehee, ean be pn>- 
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dooed In abnnduiee. — Dyt Woods »n f«md In grwt pbntf, 
Midi na FtwUo, Yellow Sanden, Nleftiftgiu Wood, ke. — Indian 
U Indigsnoni, and e*n alao b« enltlT«t«d to greftt ftdranUge. — 
A Yftrifl^ of OonH, Mcdldnftl PUnts, and Dm^ an plsnti- 
fuUj diaperaed all orer tha Ooimtiy. — ^Honcs and black Cattle 
are abundant, a* also Deer, wild Ebga, Poultry, Ac. Ae. — 
The Riven an nomeroni, and tlien la abundance ol Streama 
of Water; aereral of the fonnar an naTigable for a eooalder- 
able way Into the Interior ef tlta Country, and many ot tkm 
prodnoe, bj waaUng the Sand in line Slnea, native CHobnlaB 
of pun Qold. Many Qold Hinea, and tboee very ridi, an 
found in the Countiy, which mi^t, with proper management, 
be wron^t to great benellt. — A gnat varl^ of coeallent ViA 
la to be met with In all tha Rivers, Lagoona, and on the 
Shores: Turtle ta very abondant, especially the speeies de- 
nominated Eai^Bbill, whidi is parttoularty desirable on a»' 
eount of ita Shell, so mndi prised In Europe, under the name 
of Tortoi»»-tMl. — Fmlta of every deaorlption are likewise In 
great plenty. 

This Territory adjoin* tha Spanish Amariean Provinee irf 
Hondnna and NiMaragua, fran iriiidi, bowerer, it ia wvp- 
arated by a chiUn of almost Inaaaesaibla Hountaina. Hm 
Spanlarda, In former tlmea, made sereral nnauooeaaful at- 
tempts to aubdue the native Indiana; but ainoe their laat 
defeat, which happened stent thirty yean ago, they have 
never ahewn any disposition to molest them. This Country 
is indeed so completely defended by nature, that any hostile 
attempts agaimt it an Impraetieable. The native Inhabitants 
an a brave and Independent Raoe, who esteem and on aflee- 
tionately attached to the Brltiah. Host <rf them speak Eng- 
lish, an eonBlderably advaneed In eiviUutlon, and their 
lAbonr ean be bad on veiy moderate terms. 

An intelllgeat Qentleman, who was mai^ yean senior Naval 
Offioer in the Bay of Bonduras, to. asserts, {and hi* asser- 
tion is oonflrmed by every person who Is acquainted with, or 
who has written on the aubjeet) 'That this Country, taldng 
it in all points of view, anrpaases not only every part of 
the West Indies, but that, on aceonnt of the rIduMss of 
the Soil, the luxurlanoe of tlia Woods, the great aalubril^ 
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al the Air, the renuiifcjtble exeeUenoe of Ita Waten uid 
Proriaioiu, wiflk Ita slnuMt unrivalled Harbonn for Shipping 
with whkh the Shore ftboonda, U exoelled hy no Country 
under the InHnenoe of British Dominion." 
let Nonoom, 1822. 
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His satobiogrfq)liical notes, which I copy, deseribe 
his short rendenoe in the United States and his oom- 
pnJjBory and hasty transfer to Canada: 

"On the arriTal of ihe sehocmer in BostcMi I was 
sent on shore, and placed in Quarantine. The next 
day hower^, or a day (ur two after that, I was dis- 
charged, and sent np to the Cit?. 

"I was removed to a very comfortable boarding- 
hons^ kq>t 1^ Mrs. WilstoL I lay there for many 
wMki, most of the time in a Bemi-eonscioTU oondi- 
tion. I was most kindly attended by Dr. 'Warren, to 
whom, I am oonvinced, that under Providence, I 
owe my life. I regret exceedingly, that I never had 
an opportanity of acknowledging my sense of his 
skill and of his kindness to me. On my partial recovery 
being still extremely emaciated, very weak, and nn- 
aUe to find a passage to England, I embarked in a 
schooner for New York. I foimd on board as fel- 
low paoBengers, an Irish gentleman, witJii his lady and 
niece. They disBoaded me from my poipose of sail- 
ing from New Yo^ on the plea that it would be a 
pity to do so, witiurat seeing something more of the 
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United States. Ab I wai too weak to trsvA, ezoept- 
ing by water, I went with them in a ioag masted 
aohooner, to Albany, from Albany, I took paarage by 
the Erie Canal to Boffialo, intrading to descwid the 
river to Quebec. On arrival at Utica, finding that the 
banks of the Canal had given way at a village called 
Amstwduo, my companiozu took Qib stage, and I, 
being too weak to bear land carriage, waa ecnnpelled 
to remain in Utioa, ontil the damage to the Canal 
waa made good. I took up my abode in Amos Gay 'a 
hotel, where I impatiently awaited the completion 
of the repairs to the CanaL I waa r^idly gaining 
strength, and waa able to walk about, having got rid 
of my ague, which had peraecnted me daily for 
aevm. months, and had reduced me to a ydlow skde- 
ton. In the meanwhile, winter had made ite appear- 
ance, and the Canal woold be dosed with iee. I was 
■erioQsly meditating a return to New Y(n>k by flie 
Canal, when an accident occnrred which waa the 
means of altering entirely my futoie life and career. 
One afternoon, a respectable farmer, whom I had 
occasionally met at the hotel table, came to me with 
a request^ that I ahonld viat a man who had bean 
run through by the handle of a pitch-foric. He to(dt 
me in his waggon to a village called Paria, where I 
foond the patient, a wdl to do farmer, anrronnded 
}fy a coople of medical men, and several sympatiLiniv 
friends. He told me, that while throwing down hay 
from a dielf in hia bam, hia feet had slipped, and he 
had fallen to the lower floor with the pitch-fork, Uie 
handle of which, had ran him through the body. On 
fisaminatjon, I f oond the woimd was in the groin, and 
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that portioiui of his shirt and trowsers had been cais 
ried into the abd<Mnen, and had remained there. The 
bladder and intestines seemed to have escaped injury. 
Ab he waa a tall powerful man, of spare habit of body, 
and esireineilj temperate, I thought that if the plug 
of clothes conld be extracted, he might recover from 
the effects of the injury. On taming him over, I 
felt a hardness otof the crest of the opposite ilium, 
I cut down upon it, until a pnfiF of air, shewed me 
that I had entered the cavity of the abdomen; I 
found the plug of clothes, and ertracted it The pa- 
tient recovered, without any untoward symptom. I 
aw(^ tbs next morning, and found myself famous, 
Surgical prsetice poured in oa me, and determined me 
to remain in TJtica until the Spring, and then to be 
guided by circomstances. Circomstances did guide 
me. I became attached to a most amiable and talented 
jronng lady. I abandoned the idea of India, I built 
me a house, I married, I sent to England for my 
young brother Qeorge, and settled down to practise, 
with the intention of ^t^ding my life in ITtiea. 

"liy first patient was a wealthy farmer, he was 
extremely grateful, he gave me fifty dollars, and sub- 
sequently niade me the present of a horse. The 
Western part of the State being then newly settled, 
and the population much scattered, my practice, which 
was principally surgical, took me sometimes long dis- 
tances. My health however, steadily improved, and I 
was extremely h^py in my domestic reIati(Hia. 

"In the Autumn of 1824, I waa invited by the 
facul^ of the Medical College at Auburn, to deliver 
a course of lectures on Anatomy and Sutgety, tlie 
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gcntlenuui from Botrton, who had pravioiuly filled 
the chair, beinf; ill. The State's prison for New 
Yoi^ was at Anbnm, and m die law gave for disKC- 
tion, the bodies of all priaonera dying in the Ingtita- 
tioQ, there was no lack of the raw materiaL The 
offer made to me for my conrae of lectoree and demon- 
stratiaia, were liberal, and I wag engaged to repeat it 
on the following session." 

I have found the following dooaments bearing on 
his connection witli the Anbtim Medical School and 
bia reception of tiie d^ree of Doctor of Medicine from 
the Berfeshire Medical Instatatim after his departure 
from XJtica; 

"ATIBUBN MEDICAL SCHOOL. 

"THE attention of the Medical Faculty and com- 
mmtity generally, who are ftdendly to the establiidk- 
ment of a Medical School at Anbnm, is solicited in 
favoor of Ibe present efforts to prepare the way for 
a permanent institntion. 

"The coarse of Lectures for this year will com- 
mence on the first day of March, next. 

"On Anatwny and Operations in Surgery by 
JAMBS DOUGLASS, M. D. 

"On Obstetricks 1^ Dr. I. H. SMITH. 

"On Theory and practice of Medicine by Dr. E. 
D.TDTTLB. 

"On Chymiatry and Natural Philosophy by JE- 
DEDIAH SMITH, M. D. 

"The object is to commence a Medical Institaticm. 
Thoogh the courses will be em fnll and complete as 
at the Colleges, the fee required will only be sach as 
to defray the aetoal eQ>eDsefl. 
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"ThoM gentlonen who intend to favcnir oar viewi 
and receive the boiefiti of the oonrae of Anatomical 
DemonstratioM, will be pleased to forward their 
names to Dr. Tattle, or Dr. I. H. Smith, on or before 
Hw 16th of Febmary next 

"Auburn, January lSt\, 1825. 



"The inhabitants of the Village of Aubtim, ree- 
ommend to the attention and patronage of the pnb- 
lio the object and tmdertaUog above proposed, be- 
lieving that from the characters of the medical gen- 
tlemen engaged in it, it will be rendered highly im- 
portant and osefol in promoting the science and art 
on which tiiey propose to lecture. Dr. Donglass it 
appears &om his cred^itials is a gradoate of the 
Universi^ ot Edinbni^i, and we are also satisfied 
from them, that he has enjoyed extensive and valu- 
able means of perfecting himself in his profession 
which the Cities of Edinboj^ and London a£E(MxL 
We are of <^inicm that the part asngned to him will 
be ably, nsefnlly and scientifically performed. The 
three otiiet gentlonen are known to us and we have 
no hesitaticHi in rec(»mnending them to the pablio 
as entirely competent to perform their several parts 
in a manner which will give satisfaction to stadaits 
and be hcmonrable to themselves. 

"Gbo. B. Tbboop, E. MnjjBB, 

"WU. H. SKWiLBD, O. POWZBS, 
"E. HOSKINB, D. C. liAlISINO, 

"B. D. Theoop, K. L. SMrra, 

*'M. C. Sed), M. L. B. Pzbbinz," 
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(Written cm B«Tene of Printed Aononnoement) 
"Anbnrn, Jul 26Ui, 1626. 
"DoarSir:— 

"Yon aee on this paper what Dr. Tnttle and others 
intend aooompliahing. I oame to this place from 
Ithaca a few dajra ago to give a eoone of chemical 
and philoaophical experiments and I expected you 
wonld be here at the saine time. My daw of medical 
stadoitB and citizens are desirous that I shoold com- 
mence, bat I wish to delay ontil 70a arrive. I wish 
that joa would let me know if there is any donbt 
respecting yoor coarse beginning on the flnt of 
March, and what wUl prevent yoor coming, etc. 
Many stodents will come to attend the chemical if 
tii^ conld at the same time attend the anatomieal 
lectures. This village has a nomber of medical sta- 
dents. I have made these reqnests of yoa beeanse I 
have not heard the particolars from Dr. Tattle. I 
am in hopes nothing will prevent yon from giving 
the coarse as is ejected. This no/tcs was prepared 
befwe I came. 

"Bemsmber me to Dr. Chnrch and Dr. Coventry. 
"Tonrs most req>ectfally, 

"(Signed) Jededuh Siuth. 
"Dr. James Dooglasa." 

"This m^ Certify that for scane months past I 
have been acqoainted with Doctor James Doaglas. 
It appears fraa his Diplomas that he has had very 
favonrable opportanitiea of acqairing a competent 
knowledge of Anatomy and Sorgery, and so far as 
I have been enabled to judge, he appears expert in 
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bis profession. I know nothing dflnvatory to hu 
filiaraoter as a QeatJeman. Utica, Janr. 7th, 1825. 
"Alexb. Covbntbt." 

"BERKSHIRE MEDICAL INSTITUTION 
"Oct 5th, 1826. 
"To James DoDglas, M.D. 
"Dear Sir:— 

"With pleasure I inform yon that in compliance 
with the representations and wishes of the Facolt; 
of this Listn., the Tmstees of Wms. College have con- 
ferred on you the hcmonrary d^:ree of Doctor of 
Medicine. As yon did not in yonr second oommnni- 
cation intimate which would be most agreeable to 
your wishes, an hononrary degree or a d^;ree of a 
different character, and since presumedly the t<tt- 
mw woold fully answer your purpose, we followed 
the dictates of oar own feelings, and succeeded with 
the Trustees as I have stated. No expense attaches 
to the transaction except some five or six dollars 
which may have been pud oat tot the document, its 
ezeootion and postage, which I have been obliged to 
pay on all the commiinications which have passed 
between us, while travelling in the mail to and from 
the line between the State and the Province, not be- 
ing able to persuade our Postmaster that it was not 
his duty to exact the P. Oflftce fees. 'Hub, however, 
has been a matter of necessity, growing out of the 
nature of things, and is rather to be placed to the 
account of int«mational courte^, which is at all 
times due from one gentleman to another, situated 
as we are. I thermion pray yon to conrnder it of no 
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eonMqiienoe, and give yotinelf no fnrthflr troaUe 
about it. Shoold bnaness or pleamre bring yon thii 
way, it would give me and my coUeages much aataa- 
faotiou to become pencMially acquainted with yoo. 
I ahoold have written yon sooner had I not wanted 
to bare yonr degree execnted, whieb was indeed done 
some time mnoe, bat did not come to hand till last 
evening. I hope this iqiology for delay will be satisfae- 
toty. Will yon do me Uie favoor to inform Dr. 
Morrin that his docoments came safely to hand a 
few days ago. Tbey arrived too late to be acted on 
this year, bnt shall be diily attended to next. I have 
the hoQOor to b^ air, 

"Tours, etc., etc." 

My father's antobiograpby continnes: "On my 
retom to Utica, my brother George, having arrived, 
I fitted np a dissecting room arer my office, and 
resnmed my dissectinia. I bad obtained the body 
of a Negro bc^, a slave of Judge Kipp; the fact 
became known, and as body snatching was a State's 
prison offence, the Judge was proceeding to take 
steps to send me back to Antnim as a State's pris- 
<B)er, when I determined to go boldly to the Judge, 
and plead my own case. I was very nngraoioosly re- 
ceived; I was chained with violatiiig the sanctity of 
his bottsehold, and outraging the feelings of the ladies 
of bis family. I pleaded that a knowledge of Anato- 
my was indispensible to a medical man, that, know- 
ing the penalty, I could have no intention to wound 
the feelings of the ladies, for whom I entertained the 
most profound respect, and that I had taken precau- 
tions against it coming to his or their knowledge. 
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The Judge left the room for a mimite or two; soon 
after his return, two ladies entered it, ostenmbly for 
the purpose of looking for something, bat, evidently 
to see the person who had committed the atrooioos 
act. The Judge then read me a lecture, saying, that 
if the case had come before him in any other form, 
be would have considered it to be his duty to press 
the penalty, bnt, as it affected him personally, he 
wonld let me off, on my assnrance that Z would not 
commit such a crime again. This I gave him, know- 
ing that he had not another N^io boy to die. 

"The following summer passed very pleasantly. I 
was very Hncceasfol in my practice, veiy happy in 
my d<miMtio relations, and very sanguine in my futore 
prospects. In the ensuing Anttimn, I again folfllled 
my engagemraitB to the Anbom Medical College, and 
retnmed to TJtica, to my practice, and to my studies. A 
Scotch lad, without friends, had died at a factory at 
Hartford, about four miles from town; instead of 
his body, mistaking the grave, I got that of a wdl 
known and hi^y nspeeted citizen. A few days after- 
ward, being suddenly called out, I left my (^ce door 
unlocked for my brother, who was at the moment ah- 
aeat On my return, I found s stage-driver, who 
finding no one in the office below, had gone upstairs, 
and was looking at his old employer. He exclaimed, 
'I guess I never expected to see my old friend P. 
agtun.' He assared me that he would not menti<m 
the circumstances, etc., etc. I professed to believe 
him, but, as soon as he was gone, my brother and I 
reburied the remains, and having no faith in the stage- 
driver's promises, bnt full futh in Judge Eipp's 
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aKoranceB, "Mn. Donglu aod I padcacl up a few things, 

I harnessed my horse to a small sleigh, oalled a pong, 
and lost no time in getting into Canada by croasing the 
St Lawrence on the ice, at Ogdenabni^. tSj broiher 
remained in Utiea for some months, to sell my hoose, 
and settle 017 attain. I never heard that the stage- 
driver menticmed his discovery, and my flight may have 
been needless. At aiiy rate this abraptly terminated 
my citizenship of the U. S., and I hare not yet decided 
whether or not it has been to my advantage. 

"On my arrival in Montreal, I fonnd two of my 
old Edinbnrgh class mates, Drs. Stevenson and Holmes. 
They both strongly advised me to remain in Canada, 
and I most eonfeas, that since my marriage, my desire 
and intoiticm to retnm to Lidia, w»e cmnderably 
weakened. I remained several dio^ in Mmtreal, 
when, the season advancing, and fearing to lose mow 
roads, I embai^ed in my pong and started for Qnebee, 
where I arrived on a fine afternoon, on the IStib. 
March, 1826. Finding myself in the approaches to 
St Louis Gate, and thinking that I was entering the 
military works, I trtmed round, and approaching 
John's Gate, I again tamed roond, and seeing St 
Bochs below me, I made my way there, and ultimately 
got into Qaebeo by following a carter throogh Ht^e 
Gate. 

"Once fairly within the walls, I looked out for an 
hotd with Btabling, aod after a while, I got into La- 
fontaine's, in what was then the Hay Mailet. 1^ 
wife and I then strolled throngh the streets and ram- 
parts, and were so charmed with the mtnatitm, the mili- 
tary look, the views of the magniflceat river and Bta- 
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roanding wenery, that we reaolved to make it our 
fatuie home. The next day, I waited apm the Rerd. 
Mr. Booth, the Weol^an miniatar, and requested him 
to reecnnmend me to private lodgings. He took me 
to Mr. Smillie, the jeweller on Moontain £[ill, where 
my wife and I were very comfortably lodged, ontil 
we had provided a permanent residence. The next 
object was to get rid of mj horse, a very handsome 
and powerful animal ; I sold it to Ool. Gore, B. A. A 
few days afterwards, I socoeeded in leasing a very 
large and commodioas house on Moontain Hill, the 
property of Mr. Symes, the father of the late Q. B. 
Symes £sq. I got possession in April, and was somi 
afterwards joined by my brother, who had saceeeded 
in oolleeting the debts due to me in Utica, in selling 
my boose there, and settling my affairs generally. I 
passed ray fint sommer in Quebec without any oc- 
carrenoe of consequence. I paid my expenses by 
ehanoe practice, and by practice among the shipping. 
"In the Antnnm, I determined to give a course 
of lectures and demoustraticm on Anatomy, and to open 
a room for its practice. I commenced in the cellar 
of my house on Mountain Hill, when Dr. Painchaud, 
the leading French practi<mer, called upon me, and 
c^ered to give me, and to heat, a small building ad- 
joining his residence, as lecture and dissecting rooms, 
on condition that I gave to him and to his son, free 
admission. I very gladly accepted this timely offer, 
and used it for many years. Some time afterwards, a 
eircnmstanoe occurred, which althongh trivial in it- 
self, wss the means of bringing me under the notice 
of tiie profession. One morning, I met Dr. Morrin, 
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who told me Hiat an important operation waa about 
to be performed at the Hotd Dieo Hospital, and, aa I 
was fond of surgery, that I nof^ like to vitnesB it 
He aud that the operatitRi waa to be performed at 
10 o'clock, that he would meet me there, and intro- 
dooe me. I was tha% poaetaaUy, bat not Dr. Hiar- 
rin; sereral medieal meo were present When tiie 
patient was broo^t into the room, he presented an 
arm, which had been cmahed in a threshing mawiiin*^ 
from the flngeta to nearly the ahoolder. There was 
a good deal of handling and diaoaasion aa to Uie 
means of arresting the bleeding, there being hardly 
space for a tourniquet. As I waa a stranger to all 
present, I did not like to give an opinitm unasked ; at 
length I aaid to Dr. Hall, the operator, that I thought 
the best mode would be to remove the arm at tfae 
shoulder joint, there would then be a better stump, 
and no danger of it projecting, under the actum of the 
deltoid muscle. Dr. Parant, one of the gentlemen 
present turned sharply round to me, and exclaimed, 
'Who are you, and what do you know about it' I 
replied that it was an operatimi whieh I had already 
performed, and if the gentleman would accept of my 
assistance, I would secure the patient fnnn any ride 
of h^norrage. Dr. Hall was delisted at the idea. 
I said to him, 'If you raise a flap of the deltoid, I 
will secure the articular arteries, you can then open 
the joint, and separate the head of the humerus from 
its attaehmoita, while I make pressure an the axiUary 
artery. ' Dr. Hall adopted the mode of opa*ation, and 
performed it remarkably well. The patient recov- 
ered without the oeeorrraee of any bad symptran. 
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"Tbe first yean of my life in Qaebee, were years 
of imallc^ed h^pineea and prosperity. 

"Daring the winter of 1828-9, I snffered from an 
attack of typhus fever, in ibi most malignant form, 
and only escaped death st the last hour, by the int^- 
▼ention of Dr. Bone, the Chief of the Army Medical 
Department 'My severe and protracted illness, caosed 
the loss of my beloved wife, whose nnremitting care 
and watchfulness onderniined a ctmstitotion not nat- 
nrally stnmg, and induced disease of the Inngs, which 
terminated her existence. 

"JiSj medical and sm^cal practice at this time, had 
becMne extensive and remnneratiTe. My operations 
<m dnb-feet and for the core of squinting, had 
brought me into some notice, when the reports of the 
appearance of Asiatic Chcdera in Europe, and its rav- 
agee in Sunderland, caused much speenlatioo and some 
alarm in Canada. The British Government wrote 
to the Qovemonr Qeneral in Quebec, notifying him of 
its existence and spread in England, and recfmimend- 
ing him to adopt such precautionary or other meas- 
ures as might be deemed necessary. The matter was 
placed in tlie hands of Dr. Skey, the Injector of 
Military Hospitals in Canada, to report on, or to 
suggest what action, if any, should be taken. In the 
meanwhile, I had taken the alarm, and adopted meas- 
ures for the protection of my own family. ' At 
length. Dr. Skey thought fit to call a meeting of 
Medical men, of magistrates, and of the principal citi- 
zens. He addressed them at length, saying, tiiat no 
danger was to be appreh^ided from the cholera 
which could not cross the Atlantic, but, tiiey would 
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imprare the occasian "by cleaning the streets, Uie 
yards, and abating mmdiy nniflancea. I list^ied at- 
tentiTelT' to UieRe remarbs, and requesting to be heard, 
I said that I tbooght it probable that the cholera 
would come to Quebec. Dr. Skay exeUimed, 'Are 
you 80 foolish as to think that the cholera can cross 
the Atlantiet' I replied, 'I am foolish enonf^ to 
think so.' I then said tliat retoming trora India, 
cholera had broken out on the diip on the tenth day 
after leaving Saugor Island, that the last case had 
ocoorred on the tenth day after its first appearanoe 
on board, and that ten days more, would allow it to 
be transplanted in Amraica. I said, 'I am so con- 
vinced that the ch<^era will cross the Atlantic, that 
I have engaged the cabin of Capt M. AUard's 
schooner to ootivvy my wife and family to a ram>te 
point in Qaspi, as soon as navigation opens. These 
remaifa were like the borstii^ of a bomb shell on 
the meeting; Dr. Sk^, who was a thorough EugliA 
gentleman of the old schotd, again addressed it, say- 
ing, that he thought it should be the duty of the 
Government, and of the eivie authorities, to take the 
necessuy precantionary measorea, to meet the pes- 
tilence, in case it should oroes the ocean, although he 
still thought it more than doubtful. 

"About the middle of April in 1832, and before the 
evening of the navigation of the St Lawroiee, I 
saw a case of bine cholera in a Isbouring man, re- 
nding in DianKmd Harbour. Eariy in May, and be- 
fore the opening of the navigation, I saw two odier 
cases in the same neighbourhood, but not in the same 
house; I called my friends Dn. Morrin and Rowley 
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to Tisit them, Qisy were Bceptical, but confessed that 
they had never seen Hunilar ^mpUana before. All 
three of these cases died. I was foUy conTiiiced that 
their cases were of the tme Asiatio cholera, such as 
I had witnessed in Lidia. 

"The eitdzMis of Qnebee, who woke ap chi the morn- 
ing of the 8th. Jnne, foond the Upper town, the 
Lower town, and the different saburbs, dotted with fhe 
bodies of the dead and dying. It woold require the 
pen of Defoe to describe the awful s^hts and scenes 
of death, sin, and misery which I witnessed during 
that awful visitati(m of the cholera in Qnebee. Que- 
bec and its saburbs, about that time, o(mtaiued about 
30,000 inhabitants; the mortality was between 1 and 
4,000. Many however, out of this number, were sea- 
men and immigrants. 

"It is a curious, but, I believe a well established 
fact, that in visitations of the plague, cholera, and 
other widespread scenes of desolation; misery and 
deatb; crime, debauchery and recklessness of life, have 
prevailed in proportjon to the amount of death and 
suffering. This certainly was the case in Quebec, dur- 
ing the cholera of the year 1832. 

"^le discussions with the Board of Health, and 
n^ so strongly expressed convictions, during the 
winter, that the Asiatic cholera would assuredly visit 
Quebec, induced many persons to believe, when it 
did come, that I having had experience of the dis- 
ease in India, knew more about it, and its treatmmt, 
than any one else in the City. This impresucoi led 
to my temporary, and in very many cases, to my per^ 
manent medioal connexion with many of the first 
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families in Qnebea I was tberef ore so oasuAaaOy 
occupied, tliat during the season I rarely, if ever, 
had an tuidistiirbed night's rest. I vas greatly as- 
sisted by a younger brother, Bichard, who bad ocnne 
out from Scotland to replace my brother Oeoi^e, he 
having taken office at the Qoarantane statifm at 
Orosse Isle. 

"It ia a faot which I have heard confirmed by 
medioal men, that, when mind or body, or both, are 
exhaosted by Icmg oontinaed strain upon their enw- 
gies, that their tone is more quickly restored by en- 
gaging in some occapation or amoaement, sometimes 
qnite foreign to the osoal habits of the individoaL I 
was alw^rs passiouBtely l«id of trout fishing, and fre- 
quently indulged myself with an afternoon's sport 
in the Montmorencie river. One aftemom, daring 
the height of the cholera, my friend. Dr. Caldwell 
came into my hoose, and finding me lying down, ut- 
terly exhausted and w(»d out, said, that he was going 
to the river with Mr. Bt^^ers, and that I most go with 
them; I exclaimed, ''What, go fishing with the town 
in its present state, I oould not think of sneh a 
thing.' He replied, 'Why what nse are you to the 
town, you are regularly done np.' I went with them 
and returned able to resume my work. 

"Frequently afterwards, when wwn out with meai- 
tal exerti(»i and the want of sleep, I have started off 
to the riv^, and leaving my horse and cart at hsr 
motto's, have luxuriated in a couple of hours of wading 
and trout fishing at the Sable, 'nu:«e Falls, oc the 
Prairie. This change inTariably, completely and at 
oice, restored my energies both of mind and body. At 
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Qaa time, tbe time of wIucIl I write, now more than 
forty jean a(;o, there was only an Indian trail throuf^ 
the woods b^mid Lamotte'a, and anglers from town, 
rarely went higher than La Prairia The best pools 
and rapids had been named by the Indians, Falbosse, 
Canoe, Grande Boohe, Petite Boche, Grand Peehe, etc., 
etc. The trout were very fine, th«r size and game 
Qualitiee woold have delighted old Isaac Walton. 
Alas, all this has passed away like a dream or like a 
tale that is told; there is now, along the banks of 
the river, a capital road, leading to an Irish settle- 
ment named LaTal, situated above the apper fishing 
groonds of tanner days, and instead of taking a bas- 
ket of troat, weif^iing from half a pooud to four, and 
occasionally to six pounds each, the angler does well 
or thinks he does well, if he takes a dozen fish, the 
largest of which does not exceed one quarter of a 
ponnd in weight" One has only to go QSteea milea 
above Laval to get as good fishing as my father got 
70 years ago. "Snipe, forty and fifty years ago were 
plentiful on the beaches near Quebec; a very good 
bi^ eould always be made up at St Pierre on the 
Island, or on the beach at Chateau Richer. 

"After t^ great amount of sickness and death from 
the cholera, which prevailed in Canada during t^ 
summer and Antnmn of 1832, and which seemed to 
have carried off amcmg iia 3,200 victims all those mddy 
or prone to disease, the f<^owii:^ winter season was an 
onusnaUy healthy one, and found me with an intense 
desire to repair the danu^e which both my mental 
and physical powers had received from ■Qts drain upon 
them, during the previons snmmer and autonm. 
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"I thongbt Uiat perliapi tlie best modfl^ or the 
mode best Boited to my natural taetee, would be to 
throw phfuo to tba dogs for a few da^ and explrae 
the virgin foreati, among the hlUa to the North of 
Qaebee. The Huron tribe of Indiana had their vil- 
lage, named Lorette, about seven mUes from Qiid)ee, 
some of their hunters had found a yard, or, aa they 
called it a 'ravage' of moose deer, in the forest^ 
about 50 miles to the North of Quebec. I agreed to 
accompany them to the hunt as soon as the snow was 
sufficiently deep, and the uanal omat had been formed 
on its surface. This crust is fMmed by a two or 
three days thaw, and subeequoit frost, which makes 
pTC^resB very pleasant and ea^y to the hunter, but 
very difficult and unpleasant to the moose, as the crust, 
through which it breaks, impedes its progress, but 
enables the hunter on his snow shoes to overtake it 
in a couple of hours, more or less, acoording to the 
depth of the snow, and the thickness or thinness of the 
erust The depth of snow in the woods, to the North 
of Quebec, may be ctmsidered to be five or aiz feet, 
in the end of February. I speah now of fifty yearn 
ago, nnoe then, the depth of snow has eesimtify 
diminished. 

"The band or family of moose, consisting of die 
male and female, with gokerally, two young ones, le- 
spectively of the ages of me and two years, takes up 
its winter quarters, or makes its 'ravage,' on the 
southerly side of some low hill covered by hardwood 
trees, the outer bark of these trees being the only 
food during the winter. This, from the high con- 
dition of the ftn^wiftl", seems to be amply saffident 
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for their wants. Dariiig the Spring and Snnuner, their 
supply of food is most sbondaut, aa well from the 
bfli^ aa from the yoong wood and the leaves of the 
treefc Then is no graaa, and ereo if iliere were, the 
short neck, the hmg legs, and the great haght of the 
moose deer, would prevent his reaching it At all 
seasons, a full grown male moose, is a magnificent 
q)eoimen of the deer tribe, partieolarly so, daring 
the Snmmw and Automti m<aith8. His horns are pal- 
mated, and of great size. I posaeased a pair, which 
including the frontal bone, had a spread of upwards 
of six feet I gave them to Captain Yansittart of 
the Coldstream Guards, and hare not been able to re- 
place them by a pair measoring more than 4 ft 8 
in. These I still he^. 

"The flesh of the moose in tenderness, in delicacy 
of flavonr and in joicyness, excels that of any of the 
deer tribe with which I am acquainted, and 1 have 
eaten veniaon in all quarters of the globe. During 
the winters in Canada, I was alw^s kept abundantly 
supplied by my friends, the Indians of Lorette. 

"In February I started with a party of four In- 
dians; and after a drive in cotintty sleighs of about 
thirty miles, we arrived at a small deserted log hat 
on the edge of the primeval forest, where we passed 
the night Eariy in the morning, we started on our 
siowsboes, in Indian fyle, two of the Indians drag- 
ging long narrow sledges, called toboggans, tm whioh 
we carried our provisions, our cooking ateusilB, our 
blankets, and some steel tr^M tor catching beaver. We 
were aeoompamed by two small yelping, and very ugly 
ear dogs. 
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"Late in tlie afternoon, -we arriTed within a ooaple 
of utiles of the moose, bnt gofficientl? distant to avoid 
alarming them, where, choonng a soog Bheltered q>ot, 
the Indiana collected a qnantity of light dry wood, 
made a roaring fire, preparatima for tea and a sab- 
atantial repaat. They then erected a camp, thatched 
and carpeted it with spruce houghs, dKHtly had every- 
thing ready for a good supper and a good night's rest, 
both of which I enjoyed, as I had seldom done 
before. Hie next morning we breakfasted at di^- 
light, and tafaing only our gnns and some biscuit, we 
started for the ravage so as to be able to ran down 
the moose before the son had got high enough to 
soften the light cnut on the snow. After a walk of 
less than an faonr, we arrived at their yard, they 
bawmtx had taken the alarm and made off. We fol- 
lowed their track, which we had no difflcnl^ in 
doing, sa it was only one deep furrow in the snow, 
very narrow at the bottom, and three feet wide, or 
nearly so, at the top. Now and then, we oonld hear 
the bai^:ing of the little dogs, and coold see where the 
moose had ocoasifmally tnmed round to attack them. 
After leas than an hour's hard running, we came np 
to them, they were (luito exhausted and helpless from 
the enormona mnacular exertions required to force 
their bodies through nearly six feet of snow, with 
the addition of a light crust of ice on its surface. 
There were four of them, an old boll, a full grown 
female, and two young tmes of different t^es. When 
they were killed, by shooting than, which was a tame 
piece of woik, a good fire was kindled, they were 
cat Dp into portable pieces, and two Indians were sent 
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buk for the toboggani, which had been abandoned 
in the ravage. In the meanwhile, the Indians who 
had nnuined cocked and ate, and tbeu cooked and ate 
again, until I was heartily ashamed of my own poor 
performances, of whioh, at any oth« time, I would 
have beai proud. "When the toboggans were brought 
back, they were laden with the monfflee, the tongues, 
and with the chwcest pieces of the meat, the remainder, 
with the skins, were buried nnder the snow, to be re- 
moved by the Indiana of the village. 

"Ab the Indiana knew of the existence of a lodge 
of beavers in the forest, about two miles to the West 
of onr camp, and as there was still soffictent daylight 
to set the traps, which we had brought for the pur- 
pose, they resolved at my request, to do so at once, 
and thus enable me to see a Beaver hunt, and save a 
day's time. 

"After a hurried walk of about a couple of miles, 
we arrived at the great and perfectly level plain and 
clearing in the forest, where there remained only here 
and there, a huge hard-wood tree, a maple, destitute 
of foliage and of bark. This, the Indians told me, was 
tbe Beaver's dam, of coarse at this season, it was 
covered over with snow. 

"The Indians made a large bole through this snow 
at the upper end of this artificial lake, and sunk three 
traps similar in construction to an ordinary bap, 
but, of a size correspfmding to tbe size and quality 
of game they were intended to htAd. Each trap was 
baited with a piece of maple wood, which is the or- 
dinary, and I believe is the <mly natural food of the 
Beaver, and not fish, as is frequently represented in 
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pictnre and in story books, and >m signs. The next 
mornmg, on visiting the three traps, we found a 
Beaver in each, there were two full grown and a yoong 
me. After carefoily taMng off the skins, which are 
valuable to the far-dealer, the choicest parti of the 
meat were packed, for carriage to the village, where 
it is considered by the Indians, to be a ddicacy. I 
saved the Ixmy akolls, which, in tiieir stmctore, and 
in that of jaws and teeth, are anctonically vei7 cn- 
riona and interesting to a naturalist. This was my 
first and my only opportunity of seeing an inhabited 
Beaver dam, although I have been very many times 
out after Mooee, when the snow was deep enough to 
render snowshoeing light and ea^. The band of Moose, 
when distorbed in its ravage, &?equently separates, 
each individual taking and keeping a separate track in 
the same direction, but within edght of eatdt other. 
This of course, in the deep snow, is attended by very 
obvious ccoiaequenceB, favourable to the hunter. 

"In 1834^ choletra again appeared in Quebec, its 
intensify, in individual cases, was c^>tainly as great 
as in 1832, and I could perceive no difference in tlie 
r^tive proportions, between the deaths and the re- 
coveries. The whole number of deaths r^orted in 
the Cit7, and among the seamen and emigrants, was 
1800, which was veiy little more than one half of the 
number of deaths in 1832. 

"Durii^ the few following years, my practice was 
lucrative, and had increased so much, that I was obliged 
in a great measure, to abandon the practice of the 
Coves and shipping. I therefore decided to remove 
to the Upper Town. At that time, a very good bonse 
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in tlie Place d'Armes, the property of CoL Ongy, 
TBfl to let, but ai I was disposed to porohaae, I waited 
npOD the Colonel for the purpose. He told me 
frankly, that he was desiroTta to aell the house, as 
he was in want of mon^, bat, that he conld not give 
me a valid title ; if however, I would ^ve him a half 
of the pnrehase money, he would secare me in pes* 
eegsioa, and give me a ratificatjcm before long. I ac- 
cepted his terms, which were faithfully carried out 
by him. I may state here, that since the purchase 
here mentioned, I have had frequent transactions 
with Col. Qngy involving large amounts of money, 
and that I have never had cause to donbt his word 
or good futh. 

"In the practice of Surgery, I have witnessed 
great changes in the past sixty years. Many opera- 
tions for the removal or the relief of diseases, or of 
bodily infirmities, are now commonly performed, 
which were thm unknown. The relief from pain, 
during surgical operations, is still a desideratum. 
Many mod«i have been tried, with but indifferent 
success; some of them are extremely nncertain in 
their effects, while others are unsafe, or are posi- 
tively dangerous. 

"Mesmerism, or Animal Magnetism, for some time 
was in vogue. It waa apparently perfectly safe, and 
tne from any ill effects; its employment however, 
was extremely nncertain; few persona possessed suf- 
ficient power to render it always available, and, even, 
when one waa found, who possessed the required 
power, the patient frequently could not be bronsjit 
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or kept under its inflneaee. For thew reawHM it 
feD into difluse. 

"One of the flnt eaaefl in which I uw it tried, was 
esoiuently Hacoevfnl. Dr. Manden poaMowd ooo- 
sidersble mesmeric power, and aamrted me, by eioHM- 
mg it during the performance of an operation which 
waa for the exoiaion of the half of the lower jaw 
bcHie. The patient waa a powerful, a Btnmg minded, 
and a aenaible man, abont QSty years of age. Dr. 
Maisden mesmerised him thoroughly, while I removed 
the diseased bone, an operatacm, which from its pe- 
Boliar natnre, occupied a mnch Iwger time in its 
performance, than an amputation of a limb. Altes 
the wonnd was dressed, the patient described his feel- 
ings daring the operation, be said that be felt no 
pain, that he waa folly aware of my dividing the soft 
parte, and that he distinctiy heard Hie sawing across 
of the bcme. There were several medical men pres- 
ent, who, as well as I, were delighted at the saocess 
of Dr. Maraden'a mesmeric influence in obviating all 
BeaBati<Hui of pain dnring so tedious and punfnl an 
operati(Hi. We saw visiimB and dreamt dreams of do- 
ing aw^ entirely with the painful scenes, so often 
witnessed during sni^eal operatiomi, particularly in 
the cases of females. 

"A few days afterwards, I had again an oppor- 
tunity of testing the power of Magnetism. The ease 
was that of a yoong lady, with a fistula laerymalis. 
The operation for its cnre, waa comparatively a pain- 
leea cue. Dr. Marsd^ mesmerized the lady again and 
again, as soon however, as I approached her, die 
w(^ up in an extremely nervous and excited state, I 
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was (xnueqaently obliged to perfomi the operatioii, 
without mesmeric aaristance. When the patioit had 
retired, there were differences of opinion expressed, 
as to the caases of the fallnre. One opinion was, 
Uie vieini^ of the eye to the sensoriom. Dr. Mars- 
d(Hi thought the cause was the peculiar nerrous state 
of the patient. He said, that the day before he had 
meemerised a young woman, whom no one could 
awake without his ooncurrence; doubts bdng ex- 
pressed, he then and there went and brought her. He 
mesmerised her, so that she eonld not be aroused 
by ordinaiy means, but as an ai^umentnm cmcis, 
althouf^ there was nothing the matter with hee eye, 
I passed the probe into the punctum, through the 
duct, and withdrew it through the nostril, without pro- 
dudng in her any sign of sensation. Other modes of 
ramoring or alleviating the pain, dnrii^ surgical op- 
eration have been adopted from time to time, n<me 
however so free from objection as mesmerism. I have 
fully and faithfully tried them. ChIorof<»m had its 
day, and was, and is yet hi^ly extolled. I gave it a 
fair and extended trial, under various circumstances 
and conditions of age, sex and disease. Its effects in 
dcnng away intirel7, (ht, in a great d^ree witii the 
pain during surgical operationa, and painful maladies, 
and even in painful natural processes, were greatly 
extolled. I was fortunate in never meeting with a 
case in which its use was followed by immediate 
fatal effects, but, I became impreeaed with tiie con- 
viction, that its emplc^mait during sni^cal opera- 
tions was followed by deterioration of the systMn, 
evinced by the appearance and ccmdition of the wounds 
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after operation. To ac^e the qnestum, I institated 
a ■eriea of ctMnparisou in mi^eal oaaea, vhioh were 
aa neariy similar to each other, aa poamble. I placed 
repeat»dl]r two patienti after operatioii, in tiie same 
ward, and in the healing of the wonnda or stampa, aa 
well aa in the general atate and condition of Ihe pa- 
tienta, I perceived a marked difference in favoor of 
thoae who had not beat snbjeeted to the action of 
the ofaloroform. 

"In 18 — I was aaked hy Hammond Gowan Eeqr. 
and Br. M«Tin, who were tiie Cmnmiasiaieni for the 
Marine and Emigrant Hoepital to take the Medical 
charge of the eetabliahment Dr. Hall had died, the 
iteward had died, the apothecary had beoi removed 
hy nvere illneii^ and the honsEMorgecm waa then saf- 
fering from an attack of detirinm tremooa. I heai- 
tated on acoonnt of the demoraliBed atate of the Hoe- 
pital; m7 heaitation waa met by a promiae to give 
me the intire control of the interne of the eetabliah- 
ment I agreed to aoeept, (m c<mdition of having a 
eolleagae, with whom I offered to divide the aalary. 
Tim waa acceeded to, and the Qovemoar-Gciieral, Lord 
Oorford, ^pointed Dr. G. Fremont, a yoong geitle- 
man who had late^ settled in the City, and who waa 
an intire stranger to me. I refnaed to acoept, nnleaa 
with a Medical Man of my own standing in the pro- 
feanon. Lrad Qosford then ^pointed Dr. Pain- 
ehand, the oldest practition^ in the City, with whom 
I worked many years. To avoid misomeeption, I 
thought it proper to call upon Dr. Fremont and ex- 
plain my reaaons for preferring a medical colleague 
of older standing. He told me franUy, that the sp- 
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pointmeiit wu owing to the intinuite rdationi, be- 
tween hia friends, the Meagre. Pemberton, and Lord 
Qosf ord. From that time, until hia death, my omi- 
neotion with Dr. Franont waa most intimate. I 
ftnmd him to be an honeat, an npiig^t, and a hi|^- 
minded gentleman, and with a thoron^ knowledge c^ 
hia profeaaion. Aa an aaaiatant in eorgical cftera- 
tiona, he waa of the greatest use to me for many 
yeara, aa wdl in hoqiital, aa in private praotioe. 

"On taking charge of the Hoapital, Dr. Painohand 
and I divided the dutiea. I took charge of the intiie 
gnrgical eaaee, and of aae half of the fever and other 
warda. Dr. P. totdc the remainder. At thia time, and 
for many yeara afterwards, the Marine and Emigrant 
Hoqtital, aa a school of practical aoi^ery, was aee- 
ond to none on this oontin^t Several circomstancea 
tended to make it ao. There was a lai^ fleet ea- 
gaged in the timber trade, the shipa were ctmipara- 
tively small, seldtHn exceeding 500 tons; they wwe 
loaded by the seamen, and by the hired amgrants di- 
rected hy and saperintended by a stevedore, ^tere 
was no ateam, and none of the modem appliances tot 
hoisting in, and atowing away, the heavy timber, which 
was almost the only cargo thm i^pped. The con- 
sequeneee were, that great nnmbera of fractures w«re 
admitted into Hospital, as wdl aa many which had 
oecorred in the crowded emigrant diipa, during the 
Spring paaaage oat. 

"In the Summer aeason of 1849, cholera again in- 
vaded Qoebee ; its ravages however were not so great 
as (m its visitations in 1832 and 1834, and its compara- 
tive mortality in individual cases, was somewhat Urn. 
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^e p(q>iilar idea being that it waa intennly om^ 
taf^ooa, partionUrly after deatli, no time siHnMiinei 
was IcMt, in hurrying oa the intermoit; to faeilitate 
this, the cofBn was aometimes procured, and I bare 
reason to believe, was utilized before deallL I have 
heard of patients recovering, after having been oof* 
fined, though I never witaeesed a ease. I have bow- 
ever more than once, seen the et&n laid out in the 
room, and al(«igtdde of the patient's bed, b^or« death. 
I recollect (me very marked, and very abenrd easei a 
young lady, whose father was in a Qovemment Office, 
was very ill, I had left her in the blue stage, and 
palseleaa, when I returned and entered the room, per- 
ceiving a mounted coffin on a table, I waa about to 
withdraw, when the father called out, 'Come in, oome 
in, I don't think she is any worse.' The young lady 
is now a grandmother. 

"I recollect a more absurd instance, which occurred 
daring a later visitation of the cholera to Quebec 
Mr. Swords had leased extensive buildings in St. 
Louis Street, as an hotel, tb^ were (qiened in the 
Fall, to receive a party of ezcnicionists from New 
York. On the night of the arrival of the ezcur- 
Bionists, three of them took ill with cholera, of whom 
two died before morning. About daybreak, I was 
called to visit the third case. On leaving my house, 
I found k number of the lady and gentlemen exenr- 
sionistB, sitting upon my door steps, they had rushed 
out of Sword's Hotel, and did not know where to go. 
On reaching the hotel, I found that all the guests, 
and most of the servants had abandoned it. The pa- 
tient was Mr. Benedict, a Jeweller of New Yorit 



Digitized .yGOOgle 



MT FATHEB'S PBOFESSIONAL LIFE 149 

He was in a veiy precarious state, and already in the 
blue stage of the disease. Mr. Swords also was in 
a bine stage of rage, although collapse in him, did 
not come on until some da^s afterwards. He in- 
sisted npon Mr. Benedict's immediate removal; he 
threatened to pnt him oat into the street, I told him 
and if he did so, and Mr. Benedict died, I wonld call 
an inctnest oa his body, and obtain a verdict of man- 
slanghter. I got a very good nurse; Mr. B. rallied, 
and in two or three ds^ afterwards, was carried on a 
litter to the house of that honest kind hearted sonl, 
Mr. Robert Symes, in Palace Street, where he per- 
fectly recovered. On being removed from Mr. 
Swords, Mr. B. aaked me to settle bia bill. Among a 
number of nsnal and nnnsnal iteo^, was the extr^nely 
nnnsnal one for the payment of a coffin, which Mr. 
Swords had pnrcbased for Mr. Benedict's nse. I 
very decidedly objected to pay for this item, on the 
plea that Mr. B. had not ordered the coffin, and that 
moreover, when ordered, he had very decidedly de- 
clined to nse it. To this argnment Mr. Swords re- 
plied, that be did not reqnire a cofiOn for bis own 
use, that he had proenred it for Mr. Benedict's ns^ 
and ingigted Qpcn being paid for it I proposed that 
the cofSn shonld be kept for the nse of which ever 
of them shonld require it first. Now altboi^h I am 
convinced that even Jndge Andrew Stoart could not 
give a clearer or more righteona jnc^ment, or at any 
rate a more unbiased one, Mr. Swords was not sat- 
isfied, but still insisted npon beii^ paid for it. I 
at last convinced him by saying, that I wonld pub- 
lish his little bill in every paper in the Union, and 
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make him so famoiw, that no traveller would in fa- 
tore riait Qaebec, vithoat at least looking at tiie 
ontaide of hia hotel. 

"In ibe practice of Medical Men, casea occur where 
thdr dnty aa citizou, and the confidence reposed in 
them hy their patients, are atrongily antagoniatic. 
For instance, caaea of wilful murder, caaes of aa- 
aanlt with morderous inteat, cases of ptnaoning, and 
other criminal acts, occasionally come to thrir knowU 
edge, when for want of aoapicion, or of proof, the 
perpetrators go nnwhipt of jnatice. Cases occur, in 
whiob, knowing all the facts and the circamstancee, the 
Medical Man is tempted to c(«istitut« himself the 
judge in the matter. For instance, one fine after- 
noon in summer, a verr respectable tradesman came 
to me in great agitation, with a request that I would 
visit bis wife, who was seriously hurt. He frankly 
told me, that on returning to his house, he had fonnd 
her standing in the recess of an attic window, quite 
drank, and had givem her a slap cm the face, which had 
caused h^ to fall out of the window. On arriving 
at his house, I found her dead. The verdict of the 
Coroner's Court, if the Jurors had a knowledge of 
the facts, would entail a verdict of manalau^tear, and 
die incarceration of the buaband in the c<Bnm(m 
prison until the Session of tbe Criminal Court in 
October, when the result of Qie trial would be doubt- 
ful. I advised him to go at cmoe to Mr. Fanet the 
ctvooer as sent by me, and to let me know whoi the 
inquest would be held, so that I might be out of tiw 
way. He might then trnst to tiie evidence of the ndgh- 
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boors, aod to his ovn good character. A verdict of 
aooidental death was rendered. 

"As a case of circnmstantial dealh evidence, that 
of Dr. Dill was a very strong (me. He came frtnn 
Scotland to Qnebec, as the Master of the School in 
connection with St. Andrew's Church. After being 
indncted, he infoimed the Bevd. Dr. Cook, tiiat he 
was a medical man, and destrons to practice at his 
spare time, and for that purpose required a license. 
Dr. Cook introduced him to me, for the purpose of 
getting information on the matter. Dr. Dill was a 
tall and vwy good looking man, bat his manner im- 
pressed me unfavoorablr. I tdd him to call i^on 
me tiie next day, which he did, and ccmversation with 
him convinced me tiiat he knew nothing whatever of 
medicine, and tbart the diploma which he produced had 
not been obtained hj him, through any proof of his 
knowledge of medicine. I told his friend, Dr. Cook that 
in my opinion Dr. Dill was insane, and would be lik^y 
to be dai^^rous. He got a license, he to<^ a house, 
fitted up an office, and married a very respectable 
young lady with some property. One midnight, on 
pasfflng, I found his house on fire. The doctor, with 
a number of people, was in the street; he informed 
me 'tiiat he and Mrs. Dill were in bed when they were 
awakened by the smoke, that Mrs. Dill had retired 
to dresB, and he supposed had g<Hie to her friends. 
The Doctor was quite cool and collected, he was 
fully dressed, even to the pin in his shirt front. The 
house was burnt to the ground, nothing was saved, 
and Mrs. Dill was missing. Her remains wo-e found 
m the crown of a brick vault in the basement of tiie 
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house, eonseqnently, the baek of her body waa not 
touched hy the fire. The coloured silk dress, Oie 
laced stara. and the ondwclothinK were found, as 
worn on the previous d^, the brooch sod the finger 
rii^ had not been t&ken oS, proving that the poor 
lady had not been in bed. The verdict of the Goro- 
ner's Court, endorsed Dr. Dill's account of the 
nif^t's work, with its mmstrons discrepancies, and 
he wss psid his insorances. 

"The mnrdered lady's brother in law, D.Me Oie Esq. 
was not satisfied. He branded Dr. Dill openly as a 
murderer and an incendiary. The Doctor did sot seem 
to notice these chai^^ his friends however insisted 
upon his clearing himself by bringing an action 
against Mr. Mc Gie, for defamation of character and 
for damages. The action was brought before Sir 
James Stoart; the jury awarded homeopathic dam- 
ages, and Sir James expressed Ms opiaicm by refusing 
to Dr. Dill his costs. This verdict induced Dr. DUl 
to quit Quebec The next heard of him, was a a&i' 
teuce of imprisonmoit for life, in the Penitentiary 
at Kingston, U. C, for the commission of a murder. 
There, he was placed to work in the Machine Sh(^, 
and after a few years, by the exercise of wonderful en- 
gineraing ingenuity and contrivance, by manipulating 
the locks and using the machinery belting as a laddw, 
he managed to escape to the United Stat«s, where be 
was safe. His insanity however, induced him to return 
to Canada in search of a situation as a school-mas- 
ter; he was recognized, and sent back to the Feni- 
tantiajy, to end his days there, wbieh he did, some 
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years afterwards. He was ctHOBpioaoos by a heavy 
iron weiffht and diain, fastened to his ankle. 

"Merely oircamstantdal evidence is sometimes yery 
strong, and has ondonbtedly been the means of hanging 
many innocent persons. During my life, I have wit- 
nessed different cases, in my own practice, irbieh 
might have involved serious coDseqneuoes. 

"A gentleman of hig^ literary attainments, and of 
good poatitoi in society was subject to fits of im- 
governable pasmon on very slight causes. His wife 
was a most amiable person. On one occasion, after 
a very noisy and violent altereati(m, of which the serv- 
ant was a witness, he retired to a separate tq^art- 
mokt. Puring the night, his wife hearing him breath- 
ing heavily, entered his room, and was horrified on 
finding him insezisible, and apparently dying. She 
at once roused the servant, bat without explaining 
her reason, sent her for me. When the girl had left 
the house, she placed the lighted candle near the 
bed, and while endeavouring to raise hw husband's 
head, ignited the bed curtains, which were instantly 
in a blaze. With great presence of mind, she sao- 
ceeded in extinguishing the £ames. On my arrival, 
I found np<Hi the dressing table, an empty phial, 
which had contained laudanum. Had Ae not torn 
down the curt^ns and succeeded in patting out the 
fiames she could never have relieved herself of the 
suspicion of having murdered her husband, and of hav- 
ing sent the servant out of the house on a false errand, 
while she set fire to the house, to cover up the crime. 
"During the session of the Coort of Queen's bench, 
in the ^ring of 1845, the grand jurors made a very 
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itrcmg preKqtmeiit on the treatment of the innne. 
During the French, dominion in CanAd& and since 
its eonqneat by the British the insane had been ex- 
cliuiTely in the chaise of the niuu, or the rdigiona 
ladies, aa they are commonly called. Some mem- 
ben of the Govemment, peaking to me on the sab- 
ject, I aaid, that I had never seen the interior of tike 
conTenta, bat I thon^t that their inmatea, particu- 
larly the inaane, would be benefited by the diiuae 
of the ctnfinement, and of such severe treatment 
Attempta to provide a auitable plaoe for them, hav- 
ing failed, I agreed to take charge of them for a 
period of three years on an understanding that the 
Government would then have a suitable place pro- 
vided for them. 

"I at once leased Damoe, tiie property of CoL 
Gugy, and commoiced to pat it in (»der. I asked 
Dr. Morrin to join me in the undertaking, but he 
absolutely refused. I then took my friend Dr. 
Fremont as a partser, engaging to stand between 
him and any peenniary loss should there be any such. 
After the establishment was in good working order, 
Dr. Moirin, who had ti^en much interest in it, pro- 
posed to join us, and induced Dr. Fremont to divide 
hia share with him. Thia arrangemoit continued 
until tiie bonds which united ua in tiie management 
of the institnti<»L were severed by their deatha. 
After tiuB brief statement of the coigin of the Que- 
bec Lunatic Aaylum, and of my peculiar oonnectim 
with it, I cannot do better than give a copy of our 
report to the Government at the end of the three 
yean. 
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"The clou of the navigation of the jear 1846 
was very disastroos to the shipping in the St Law- 
rence. Two or three of the last ships leaving Qnebeo 
WOT6 met in the Qnlf by a heavy easterly snow 
storm, and were driven and totally wrecked on the 
north shore, where there were neither inhabitants 
nor shelter. There was great loss of life and several 
of the erews were more or leas frozen, before being 
able to shelter thenuelvee. Fearing what might oc- 
enr and had actaally occurred, the Canadian Govern- 
ment sent down a small steamer to t^e relief of any 
of the crews who might have escaped. Many were 
found and among them several with tiozen extremi- 
ties, who were placed in the Hospital. The nnmber 
and the variety of the (^erationa required brought 
together a strong master of medical men and sta- 
denta Three of the operations in particnlar, named 
after the celebrated French snrgeon Chopart, and 
■tnmgly recommended by my old preceptors, Liston 
and Syme, of Edinbnr^. After operating <»i sev- 
eral of t^e siulors wit^ frozen legs, I was abont to 
ampatate a thigh, when imagining that the point of 
my oatUn was not very fine, I held it np to the light 
and felt it with the point of my finger. I foond it 
sharp enoogh and proceeded with my operations. 
After all were finished, I washed my hands and felt 
a alight tingling on the point of my finger, where I 
had touched the Catlin. I fonnd that I had raised 
the cuticle, without, however, drawing blood. I vety 
foolishly sucked the wound and squeezed out of it a 
drop of blood as big as a pin's head. Daring the 
dv the tingling continued without intennisnon. The 
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next dar it had inoreaied oaamdenbly, my finger 
vas becoming exqoieitdy puntol, and the absorbents 
in the vhole length of the arm were inflamed and in- 
flammatiCHi of the month and throat had sapeirened, 
canaed, I have no doubt, by the contact of the poiacHi 
when I Boeked the wonnd. Theae Rymptoms in- 
creased with severe general q)asma and deterioration 
of the whole sfBtem, whieh reduced me to a skeleton, 
and to death's door. I recovered, after acHne weeks, 
with Ihe loos of my sense of smell, with a great 
loss of my sense of tsate, with a ahmnken forefinger 
and with the proQ>eet of a shortened life. It is a 
otirioas fact that the patients on whom I had oper- 
ated, inclnding the one who had famished the vira- 
lent animal poison, with which I had been inoculated, 
all did well, without appearance of any bad or un- 
toward ^mptom among them. 

"After my reoovery, feelii^ unable to meet the 
demands of my practice, I took as a purtner Dr. 
Bacey, who, a graduate of the University of Edin- 
burgh, was of high professional attainments, and of 
most amiable character. During the following win- 
ter and spring the accounts of the ravages of the 
fever in Ireland, the proqteots of a very greatly in- 
creased immigration, and in my opinifm, the certaint7 
of a great amount of cases of typhus, among both the 
cabin and the steerage pamengers, induced us to 
establish a private hospital for the treatment of mas- 
ters of vessels and of cabin passengers, who would 
object to go into crowded public hospitals, and who 
would be refused admission into private houses. We 
accordingly leased a large house <m the Beanport 
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beach, and awaited the orrmil of the Bhipping. Our 
prognostics were folly verified; tiie vessels arrived, 
crowded with eases of typhus. The hospitals and the 
temporuT sheds, both at Qroase lale and at Quebec 
were inadequate for the admisoon of the seamen 
and emigrants, and, as might have been expected, 
hot^ and private houses very prudently refused to 
receive cases of viruloit tKmtagions fever. 

"Oup private ho^ital was very soon found to be 
too small, and we leased the large and eommodious 
dwelling house and premises connected with the old 
breweries at Beanport. In these two private hospi- 
tals we admitted and treated during the summer, one 
hundred and 8ixt7-five cases of typhus fever, of 
whom four died, three of them from the immediate 
effects of the fever, and (me from paralysis, after re- 
covering from the danger of the fever. Our fees 
and chaises were four dollars per diem; these in- 
cluded all expenses of medical treatment, medicines, 
nnrsisg, etc. Our treatment was extremely simple. 
On admission the patient was placed in a tepid bath, 
in which he wag thoroughly shampooed and scrubbed 
with soap and a coarse towel, clean dieets and body 
linen, very frequently changed; thorough ventilation, 
diluent drinks; a staff of excell^t nurses, and oc- 
casionally medicine, were our modes of treatment. 
We were very sparing in the use of drugs, for al- 
thongh we were not home<q>athiBts, we decidedly pre- 
ferred administering them, when necessary, with a 
teaspocmful instead of a diovel. 

"It would be folly in me to state that in establish- 
ing tiiis hospital. Dr. Bacey and I were not mainly 
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mflnffliced by pecimiary' riewi and proflte. ' These 
certainly were our flnt oonsiderations, bnt at the 
same time we were denrons to diew pnotically that 
typhus fever in its worst forms, coold be deprived 
of a great part of its malignaney and terrors. We 
fully saeceeded in both of these views. 

"At this time the Britidi govenunrat, being aware 
of the f earfol ravages of the typhus fever among tiie 
seamen and immigrants on their panage to Canada, 
had sent ont Col. Calvert, an old and distingoished 
military offloer, who had placed in his charge a 

Monneor I> , a French chemist, the discoverer and 

patentee of a repoted wmderfol disinfectant, wbidi 
was said to have the effect of purifying the atmos- 
phere of a fever ward, and doing away with the dan- 
ger of infection from all and sundry diseases of an in- 
fections or cmtagious nature. M. L fully tested 

his ^tecific in the wards of the Marine Hoq>ital. It 
oertainly bad the effect of doing away with the close 
and disagreeable smells which had prevailed in the 
wards and closets, but its active ingredient being a 
sc4ndon of nitrate of lead, its inhalation, in my (pin- 
ion, had an injurious effect on the patients. For this 
reaaaa I was averse to its use in the Beauport hos- 
pitals. 

"I>r. Baoey took ill widi typhus fever, but t^par- 
ently not of a vimlemt ^e. He was most assidn- 

onsly attaided by Col. Calvert and Mons. L , 

whose solution was very liberally used. It was 
sprinkled on the floor and bedding and cloths wetted 
with it were kept constantly applied to the head and 
chest It was in vain that his friends and I argued 
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iguntit its 80 liberal use, especiallf in his ovn pai^ 
ticolar can, lying, aa he did, in a large, airy and well 
ventilated apartment He was obdurate and woold 
listen to no argnment or representAtion. I am con- 
▼inced that he nsed it as a prophylactic and diain- 
fectant, solely with s view to the protection of his 
family from the contagion of the fever. He was to 
me an irreparable loss. He was a most efScient and 
valuable partoM. He possessed a thorough knowl- 
edge of medicine, of anatomy and of sui^ry. He 
was a skilful operating gorgeon, and had he not been 
removed by death, would have secured a h^h pen- 
tion in the profession. His loss to his family and to 
his friends was irr^arahle. 

"The next, and about the last pn»ninent victim 
of this foul distemper, was Gol. Calvert himself. I 
was called to him in the preliminary stage of the 
disease, and aa he could not be permitted to remain 
in the Hotel, I had him r^noved to my own bouse, 
and placed in the care of a ftuthfol and excellent 
nurse. Gol. Calvert was a tall, handsome, military 
looking gentleman, apparently about seventy yean 
of age. He was, and evidently had been, a free liver, 
though by no means intemperate in his habits. He was 
fully aware of his imminent danger, and met it 
coolly and manfully. He must naturally have pos- 
sessed great presence of mind, even when he was 'in 
extremis,' he gave me an extraordinary proof of this 
quali^. In the last stage of the disease, whoi semi- 
ccmseions, and apparent^ ^ite unconscious, Mons. 

L entered his rowu, and perceiving his state 

and condition, he sent the nurse down stairs, on some 
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pntenoe, and then rifled liia pooketi and hia valise. 
This nnued np CoL Calvert, who watched the pro- 
ceeding withont mulring jtny ugn, OT evincing any 
Kpaptam of ocauoioaaneaL On my vimting him 
ahortly afterwarda, he managed to tell me the dr- 
onmatanoea, and soon lapsed into total inamaibilitT, 
from which he never emerged. In the meanirtiile, I 

had aent for L and charged him with the rob- 

hery; he of ooone stontly denied it nntil I was 
folly prepared with proof of the act hy a witnen 
to the transaction, and if he did not at once resttwe 
the stolen mon^, I woold expose him to the oonse- 
qneneea. I told him that hia theft, if not detected, 
wonld have exposed my aervants to the gravest sos- 
pioiona, whioh it would have been imposBible for 
thran to explain or to remove. Monsienr L re- 
stored the stolen money, and he tooh my advice to 
visit the United States with as little delay as was 
posnble. I told him that I wonld state the facts to 
the Oovenunent and to Col. Calvert's friends, and he 
might explain them as well as he was able. Thus 
aided the episode of the famons dionfecting flnid, 
of whieh I have never cdnce heard anytiiing. 

"Col. Calvert's death led to the establishmmt of 
the Moont Hermon Cemetary. He was interred in 
t^ Protestant burying ground in St. John's Snbnrbs, 
This was small and excessively crowded. A great 
part of it had been covered by fat^e stone alaha, a 
great part was enclosed as private lots, and the re- 
mainder was crowded hy the depont of the Protest- 
ant dead sinoe the Conqnest of the Province, and 
notably during the visitations of the Chdera and of 
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flie fever. Before removing Col. Calvert's remaiiu 
to the boPTing ground, I called npon fliat zealous 
and faithful servant of the ohnreh, Mr. John Bicab7, 
anent the grave ; he pointed it out to me, and he told 
me that he had been obliged to distorb the remsons 
of tvo bodies, one of them that of an unknown man, 
and the other, that of a Colcmel Impey. He pointed 
oat the rcanains under a small pile of earth. Some 
time afterwards, in conversation with Mr. Jed^ 
Hale, I mentioned the disgracefnlly crowded state 
of the burying gnmnd, and told him what I had seen. 
This oonversation led to others, in which that ener- 
getic and sincere friend, Mr. Hale, Mr. C. Wnr- 
tele, and scone other friends joined, and led to the 
establishment of the Mormt Hemum Cemetery. 

"Twenty-five years and more have passed away 
since this memorable fever harvested its victims. A 
few, and only a very few, of the medical men yet 
remain who witnessed its horrors, and the scenes of 
desolation, of misery, of death and of distress, caused 
by its ravages. Althongh in impaired health at the 
outbreak of the pestilence, and though constantly en- 
gaged in attendance npon the sek, with rardy an 
nndiBtnrbed night's rest, I gained health and 
strength. I attribute this in some, if not in a great 
measure, to my habit of going trout fishing twice a 
week. I used to leave town about three o'clock in 
the afternoon, and throwing 'physic to the dogs' I 
drove to the Montmorenei River; I waded deeply, 
and fished widi the fly, for two or three hours; on 
retumii^, 1 took tea with my family at Glenalla, and 
tiien resumed my dntiea in town. 
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"Ihiring the two foUowii^; yean my health and 
itroigth remained tolerfibly gcx>d, ontil the nunmw 
of 1850, when I became troubled with a bnmehitifl 
eongb, which indaoed me to leave Canada, add to 
spend the following winter aeaami in the Sonih of 
Italy. I accordingly went thwe, accompanied by 
my friend, Mr. Gilmore, whose health had beemne 
impaired by too close attention to an extenmve ban- 
neaa. We qpent the winter in Ihe Sonth of Italy, 
principally between Naples and Borne and we re- 
tnmed to Canada in the Spring. Mr. Qilmore was 
perfectly restored to health. As, however, I had not 
meoeeded in getting rid of my eongh, I determined 
to retire altogether from the private practice of my 
profession, to abandon my town residence, to spend 
Qie snmmer montlu at Glenalla, and the winter soa- 
sona in a wanner climate than that of Lower Can- 
ada." 



Digitized .yGOOgle 



CHAFTBE VI 

REHOnSOSKOK Or OSS or MT FATHSB'b old BTTJDSKTa 

Edward D. Worthington, subwqaentl;^ the most 
active and eminent praotitioner in the Eastern town- 
ihips, Btadied under my father in the Monntain Hill 
House. He wrote some of his "Beminisceccee of 
Student Life and Practice" for the Detroit MediciA 
Age, which were, after his death, collected and pub- 
lished in book form. They are worthy of wider tsa- 
onlation than they secured, not only by reason of the 
chamung cimversational style in which they were 
written, but of the details of old student life and by- 
gone medical and soi^eal practice, of which so few 
descriptionB have survived. I have taken the liberty 
of extracting two qaotations, one describing n^ 
father's old house, the house in which I was bom, 
Ml Mountain Hill, now turned into the Mountain 
Hill Hotel, the other referring to my father's early 
career and skill as a sorgeon: 

"When quite a yonngstw I was indentured be- 
fore a Notary PnbHc to Dr. James D s, a very 

eminent surgeon in ttie ancimt City of Quebec. There 
being no medical school in the Province at the tim^ 
this was the usual custom. 
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"The Dr. lived on Mountain Hill in a honw now 
used aa a Hotel It was built when the ooantr7 waa 
nnder the dominion of France, and a remarkaUe 
house it waa— and probably ia to this day. It was 
boilt on the alope of a ateep and tortaona hill, and 
built apparently to last forever. The fonndationa 
had been laid at ihe foot of the alcfte, on Notre Dame 
St near the site of the hiatoric (^nreh of Notre 
Dame des Yictoires, and the building was carried up 
80 aa to baae four atwiea on Notre Dame St. and two 
and a basement w. Motmtain Hill: the boose thus 
fronting on two streets each having its distinct and 
separate entrance, one shut off ctRupletely from the 
other. 

"The first story on Notre Dame Street oonasted 
of warehouses and wine vaults; the second was a 
private residenoe. 

"The Mountain Hill side, on the ocmtrary, waa 
not in trades. It was strictly profeaaicmal. 

"The interior of the place was somewhat as fol- 
lowB: Fasang through iti large drawing-room yoa 
aaw a aplendid circular stair-case which led to a 
^aaa covered cupola, and out on a leaded roof, giv- 
ing a promenade the full length and breadth of the 
building, and oonunanding a glorious view, of the 
Citadel above, the St. Lawrence and St. Chaiies riv- 
tan below, the beaatifol Island of Orleana, the Falls 
of Montmorenci and the distant Laurentian Moun- 
tains, with the lovely slopes of the beautiful shores 
from Ancienne LravAte to L'Ange Gardien. At the 
foot of this circular stairway stood a huge stuffed 
moose, with immense honis, a trophy of the Doctor's 
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■kill 08 a iLunter, and nearly etrery celebrity of the 
day who visited Qnebeo called and aaked perminon 
to see the mooee. Admiral Sir George Cockbnm,— 
it was be to whom was intnuted the charge of oon- 
y^ring Nt^oleon to St. Hdena— Charles Diokaia, 
the Marqnis of Waterford, Lord Charles WeUesIey, 
Lord Poweraeoort, Connt D'Oreay, Sir James Mas- 
donnald, the hero of Hognemont, and others too nn- 
merons to mentioD. Bat all have now gone to the 
'spirit land.' 'Where the moose is, I do not know. 

"This stairway was nsed only in Smomer, when 
the family and tJieir visitors wished to enjoy the 
grand view from the roof promenade, and it was 
alws^ a matter of sorprise, why the dwellers in 
Notre Dame St sbonld have been denied this great 
privilege. Bnt it was reserved tor (me of the ghosts 
of my story to discover, that it had not been always 
thus. In fact a very narrow private stairway had 
been made for their benefit, bnt tiiis beii^ objected 
to 1^ the 'upper cmst' it was closed np, and in time 
its very existence was completely fot^tten. 

"Before my time the basement referred to had been 
used as a dissecting room, bat that had been moved 
to the attic and the dissecting rwaa converted into 
a kitchen, jnst for the sake of pleasant associations. 
The presiding genina in the kitchen, old Eitty, was 
Irish, a strict Protestant, bat when in extreme peril 
not above crossing herself, and appealing to all the 
saints on the calendar. She slept in a capboard-bed 
in the kitchen, knew what the room had formerly 
been, and was prepared accordingly. Every monse 
was to her a f^oct in diagnise. '"Wl^ then Master 
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Edward,* alie woTiId say, 'not a night of me life, Aat 
they dcm't come and ait acrov me lega, and dance 
on me cheat, and then lift me np, bed and all, np, 
op, tmtOl, my jewel, I think they are gmng to ahnt 
me np entjrelyl When I wakea wid a acream, and 
eomea down wid a jump, not for worlds,— no— not 
for me weight in gold, would I stay in this hoase 
another df^ but for title Miastu, the darlin'.' 

" 'Now bat 'Kitty, what did yon have for aup- 
perl' 

" 'What did I have for snpper, is itt Just a 
glasH of beer and a bit of bread and cheese; soira a 
thing else.' 

" 'Well, Eitfy, dcm't yon think it might have been 
the eheeael' 

'* 'Arrah then, hufaty, don't yon think I am old 
enon^ to know the differ between tham and cheese T 
The onqrthnTB, they dont ever hann (me any way- 
God be good to them, bat they do been cat np in 
this room, and theiy likes to come back to it ' 

"I do not widi it to be sapposed for one moment, 
that my familiarity with Kit^ is any proof that I 
had a 'mash' on her. It used to be said in Ireland 
and perii^M elsewhere 'Whatever yon do, keep good 
friends with the cook.' Kitty was an old maid, she 
oonld not help that Under proper facilities ahe 
might have been a Qrandmother. She was old enongii 
bat she came from the dear owld sod— not far from 
where I was bom, and it was pleasant to hear her 
talk of owld Ireland, and its fairies and its ehorohes, 
and ronnd towers, and blam^ stoneei, and how St 
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Patrifilc baiuBhed the """^m from tits island and 
drove them all into the say. 

"The family apent the Sammer in the Coontry, 
■0 Kitty and I had the house to ooTBdves a great 
part of the time. I am afraid that in qpite of my 
firiendahip for Eit^, she saw a greet many ghosts in 
those daya, bnt she was rery forgiving, and thought 
it was all date tvr her own good. 

"A day of retribution, however, came at last That 
kind of thing is snre to come aooner or later, npon 
the wicked. I aaw a ghost myself and it was in that 
very kitoben. Smoking was a luxury to be indulged 
in cautiously in that bouse. Lucifer and congress 
matches and phosphorous bottles were unknown. 
Only the old tinder-box with its flint and steel eould 
in the absence of a fire or a lighted candle, be relied 
Tq>on to light a cigar. 

"One Sunday morning, knowing to a certainty 
that I was alone in the house, I went down to tlw 
kitchen for a light. A man sat on a chair in front 
of the coal (t) stove, his feet on its hearUi, his 
elbows on bis knees and his face in his open palms. 
I had firmly believed the man-servant to be out, but 
there sat someone. I passed behind him and ctmiing 
to his left side, stooped down to (^en the stove door. 
He did not move, not (ue foot, so I said in my Uand- 
est tcmes, looking up at ihe same time, 'Will you 
have the goodness to move your foott I want to 
(^en the door.' If I had had my bat tm, I would 
have taken it ofF, I was so awfully civil. No, he 
never moved. I repeated my request, without re- 
nitt, 80 losbg patience I pushed the door open 
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forcibly. It c^teued back to its hinges, but the feet 
never mored. The $tov» door went right itraigkt 
tkro%tgk them. 

"I stood up quietly with my eyes fixed steadily 
oa the figure. I had always heard that that was the 
correct thing to do when attacked by a lion. I had 
seen it recommended in books of Eastern Travel, bat 
this man never moved. He was worse than a lion 
and I might be annihilated at any momesit. O, for 
a word from old Kitty. She woold have prayed to 
the Saints for me. I had to act for mjvdl, and I 
acted qnieUy, Oh so quietly. I retired backward 
with my face to the foe— until I reached the foot 
of the stairs; then, I totdc abont 18 steps in three 
boonds. Never before was such time made on that 
stairway. 

"This was the first ghost, I may as well call it by 
that name, aa hy any other, I had ever seen. I had 
not been eating cheese, I had not then even tasted 
beer. I firmly believe to this day that I saw what 
I have described, and as I have described it, and 
farther deponent saith not 

"If tobacco had never been discovered, or, if par- 
lor matches had been introduced, and I bad not 
beoi obliged to go to the kitchen for a light, wonld 
that 'poor ghost' have beeu theret 

"I have recently been asked how it was that we 
had diasecting-rooms in Qaebec when we had no 
medical schools. Why is it that we sometimes have 
bread when we have no batter t Every medical man 
in the City who had any practice at all, had a private 



Digitized .yGOOgle 



BEMINISCENCES OF AN OLD STUDENT 169 

pupil, Bome had 3 or 4. The stadent was bonnd b7 
law to pan an exunination, and show a oartain 
amount of anatomieal knowledge before he oonld 
legally begin 'tfae practice of his profession. By 
'law' he waa bound to diasect, by 'law' he might be 
pnnished for dissecting. Strange inconsiBtency I 

"Throogh the kindnees of a friend, I have a list 
of all the licentiatefl, of the Provincial Medical Board 
from the 28th year of the reign of his Majesty 
Geo^e lU. Heading that list is the name of 'Henry 
Leodftl 1788,' whose bast is to be se^ to this day 
in the hall of the Montreal Qeneral HospitaL Look- 
ing down the list, among die crowd of well remem- 
bered names are those of Joseph Paincbaad 1809 
and James Douglas 1826, both of Qnebec The first 
Medical leetnres ever given in Qnebec of which I 
have any knowledge were given by these gentlemen 
at the Marine and Emigrant Hospital, beginning on 
the first of May, 1837-38-39. 

"The sabject of Dr. Painchand's leetnres was, as 
set forth on the hospital tickets, which I have by me, 
'Snr I'art et la Science des Acconchements,' and 'Sor 
la Theorie et la Pratique d« la Medicine.' Those of 
Dr. Douglas were cm 'The principles and practices 
of Surgery.' These gentlemen constituted the medi- 
cal staff of the hospital, and the governors or 'eom- 
missioners' were Hammond Oowan, Joseph Morrin 
(afterwards founder of Morrin College) and Joseph 
Parent Dr. Painchaud lived opposite the ArtilleTy 
Barraeks, Palace Gate. He used to do most of his 
visiting in the ci^ oa horseback and I have a re- 
membrance of only one horse. It was at least 16 
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hands high, bi^, with a ibort stab of a tail, whieh, 
vheD the hfxeae was in motioD, leemed to act as a 
propeller, it went ronnd like an 'Arehimedea screw.' 
The horse had evidently been a Military Chai^w. 
It was so thoroa^y trained. It has often beoi a 
great pozzle to me how &e Doctor got on the ont- 
side of each a high hone, hut the horse was equal to 
the occasion. The Doctor was not above the average 
height and inclined to be stout He had a kindly 
smiling face, and was req)Iendent in waistcoats, 
worn almost as loose as a hloose— of purple or bright 
scarlet silk, and most exquisitely got up shirt frUla. 
Wellington boots he wore with trousen strapped 
tightly down, silver spun and chains, and in his 
'fob' he carried a heavy bunch of seals. When en- 
tering a house he drew the rein over the back of the 
saddle and allowed the horse to roam at hia own 
sweet will. Whai he eame out he called or blew a 
small whistle, the horse marched up, got his lunqi 
of sugar, wheeled his left side to the sidewalk for 
the Doctor to mount, and oS he went prancing, to 
the great admiration of the small boys. Dr. Fain- 
chaud had for many yean the largest French>Oana- 
dian practice in Quebec. 

"Dr. Douglas lived on Mountain Hill in what is 
now known as the Mountain Hill House. He was 
educated in Edinbui^h and London. He was the 
most brilliant operator I ever saw— and I have seen 
some good men in my time here and in the old coun- 
try. It was not only that he did his work quickly, 
but he did it well, and his operations were simply 
q>lendid. I remember a poor fellow in the Marine 
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and Emigrant Hoq>ital at Qnebec, wlio from frost 
bite was obliged to have both legs removed just above 
the hoee. It was decided to have tiie double event 
oome off at the same time, two le^— two operations 
witii the object of saving the patient as mach as 
possible. From the instant the point of the hnife 
entered, till the leg was on the floor was on» minute 
and forty-tvjo secondi, in Dooglas' case. The vessete 
were tied and the wonnd dressed inside of three 
minutes. The other ampatation was not qiute fln- 
iahed in half an hoar, when some of ns had to leave. 
The case did well. No anesthetic was known in those 
days. It was sheer plnck on the aide of both pa- 
tient and doctor." 

Dr. Worthington mentions my father's relation 
to, and my fatiier in his antobiography refers to, his 
connection with the Marine and Emigrant Hospital, 
bnt omita the incidents which preceded his resigna- 
tion as one of the visiting phyaicians. 

The terrible ^hns season of 1847-48 created dis* 
oi^anization in the establishment. The visiting 
phymcian eoold only complain to the Commissioners, 
and, if they did not interfere, report to the Qovem- 
ment. This they did, bnt the complaints were un- 
heeded till 1851-52, when Dr.Neilson and Dr.Mao- 
donnell were appointed to investigate the affairs of 
tiie hoq|>ital. 

From the correspondence elicited by this invecti- 
gaticn I take the following extracts from copies of 
my father's letters to the Provincial Secretary. 

"When Dr. PunohaQd and I were appoint«d, we 
found the hoqiital in a state of chaoa, and the scene 
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of dnmkeiuieM, lieentimuaiflaB and opea robbery. — 
Through oar exertiona and the sapport of the Com- 
misnoneni it was placed, as Dn. N. i M. allow, in 
a high position as an aaylnm for the sack and maimed, 
and a reputable position as a aehool of Practical 
Surgery and Medicine.— It was moreover moral, ab- 
ttemiooB and well conducted. What was, however, 
of far more importance in a Hospital, the aver- 
age of mortality was leas than 3%, and it must be 
borne in mind that temperance aodetiea then hardly 
existed, and that the nnmber of fractnrea and grave 
injuries exceeded by three hundred per oent the 
number given in the Commiasioner'a tables as ad- 
mitted during the last year." 

Dr. Fr^nont always assisted him in operating, 
though Dr. Fremont was not one of the visitang anr- 
geons. One of the witneesea criticized him because— 
as was claimed— he "slighted and insulted the whole 
staff of visiting physicians by bringing Dr. Fremont, 
not connected with the Hospital, to assist at (dera- 
tions." He replied: "It ia perfectiy true that not 
'sometimes,' bnt always I got Dr. Fremcmt to assiBt 
me in operations as well in Hospital as in private 
practice. He has invariably assisted me for the last 
sixteen or seventeen years. I never had other aa- 
sistance than his. I never use a toomiqnet, and in 
my operations felt nnbonnded reliance that with his 
eoH>peration no unnecessary loss of blood would oo- 
cnr. He knew my ways and mode of operating,— 
I had no directions to give; Hum was no noise, con- 
fusion or loss of time. I have reason, under God, 
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to attribate mnoh of n^ iooofss in giu^eat opera- 
tioiu to Dr. FreoKHit's asaiataiice. In one oaae, ia 
Hospital, but for his promptitiide, the patient woold 
haTfi died on the table. There wag no time to give 
directions or explanations; thir^ seconds loss of 
time woold have made with the patient all the dif- 
ference between time and eternity. Had I been aware 
that oa tlie ^>pointmeDt of the six visitiiig phydciang 
I would have be^i deprived of the assistance of Dr. 
F., I wonld at once have placed my eommiffiion at 
His Excellency's di^tosaL My colleagnes knew that 
Dr. F. alwi^ had assisted me before their qtpoint- 
mmt, and <Hily now I hear ecnnplaints that be has 
continued to do so since." 

The iuTeetigatiMi revealed conmderahle personal 
feeling against him 1^ scmu of his ct^eagnes in the 
profesmon. As he had ^ven ap active practice he 
retained the position of a visiting physician only long 
enongh to relieve himself of the imputation of having 
retired onder fire. 

It was not safe to engage in a contest of wits 
with my fattier. 

About 1S44 there was started in Qnebec one of those 
pestilential blackmailing sheets with which every 
eommnnity is infested. Its name defined its inten- 
tion— Z'Ae Mechanical Spy. It picked ap or mana- 
factnred scandals, pnt them in print, sent Qie proofs to 
the victims, and was generally paid for sappressing 
them. One of my father's students at that time was 
a clever lad, bat somewhat unraly. He was a fa- 
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Tonrite, nererthalwi. On tlie first oocaiioiL on whioh 
my fftther tooh me, & very little boy, to fldt with 
him on the Montmoren^ he took David also. I dii- 
tinctly recollect that early in the afternoon the lad 
laid he was going down to a deep hole to take a 
awim. Smiset i^tproaehed, my father pot 19 hii 
tackle, bat David did not appear. My father 
ahoated and searohed along the river and in the 
woods till dark, and on oar retam tent oat oar 
■ervants to bcoot the foreat. Bat David was not 
(onnd. llie following afternoon my father retomed, 
and in the river discovered the body, and not 
very far distant the rod with a large flah dead 00 
the hook. He had evidently hooked a large fish, and, 
following my father's tactics of tiying to Mil him in 
the rapids, bad lost his footing. Next week Ihe 
Meehanicdl 8py came ont with the advice to paroitB 
who have nnraly children to apprentice them to 
medical men, as they are adepts in the art of killing, 
hinting likewise that my father had personal motives 
for ridding himself of his stadent, and promising 
farther particnlais in a snbseqaent nomber. My 
father professed sapreme indifference and refused 
to p^ ; bat instead he hired a literary man of some- 
what irregolar habits to call on the shoemaker who was 
sappoeed to be editor and proprietor of the Spy. The 
agent expressed his nnboonded admirati<Hi of the mo- 
tives and matter of the Spy, but pointed out some of its 
literary defects and offered to act as snb-editor on 
very reasonable terms. The shoemaker editor took 
the bait and the whole manascript contents of the edito- 
rial office were transferred to my father's eousolting 
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room. Even he vas enrprised at the respeeteble 
podtion of mati7 of the men who were the regular 
porreyors of scandal. One was a lawy^ of very good 
standing at the bar, another a young man tmng edn- 
oated for the chtiroh. Nothing bat the spirit of mal- 
ice and mischief-making instigated most of the ocm- 
tribations. No other ntunber of the Mechmttcal 8pj/ 
appeared, and the denoaemeait of "The medical ap- 
prentice and the Doctor" was never printed. On the 
other hand the editor and several of his contribntors 
left town hastily and otiieni received a hint whicli ever 
afterward prevented tltem indulging in such amnse- 
ments. 

He was strongly opposed to the nse of alcohol, even 
in beer, for his insane patients, and what he would 
not allow himself as an article of food, he pnnished 
by dismissal any attendant for indiscreet indnlgeaioe 
in. A neighbor who had a lease of a piece of land 
which had been boaght for the use of the ac^lnm, 
knowing the stringency of the roles against drink- 
ing, attempted to sell his lease dearly by establish- 
ing a tavern at the asylnm gates. The Donkin act 
was then a law, thongh never enforced, requiring 
every tavern to close between 8 P. M. on Saturday 
and till 6 A. M. on Monday. My father applied !t 
most effectnatly. He employed a dozen reliable 
wHnesKB, each to be used in a separate suit, to virit 
the tavern in the proscribed hoars on Snnday. 
Early in tlie following week complaint was made and 
loit cammenced. The tavern-keeper and his sons 
swore the ftnt witnesses oat of eonrt, but the judge 
warned him to be pmdent in the fntnre. Anotlier 
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case vas ocniunenced the same day and judgment went 
against tbe tavern. A third was immediatdy in- 
gtdtnted, and this was held in terrorent over tiie 
head of the tmfortonate pabtican. Of eouiB^ he 
eq>itiilated, aa Snoda;' was ^e only' day on whidi 
he ooold hope to do a thriving bnsineas. One of the 
articles of o^>itiilation was that his erop should be 
bonght at a valuation. He i4>p<nnted his arbiter, a 
witty Irish farmer. ISj father named his, a staid 
old English farmer, a mncerely pious thongh very 
simple Mediodist. The notarial deed prescribed tlie 
appOTDtmeot of an umpire in case <rf difference. A 
wide difference of valuation, of course, existed; hut 
the Irishman naively suggested that there was & 
speedy way of settling the question, one that was 
warranted by the authority of Holy "Writ, viz., cast- 
ing lots. His arguments, fortified by texts, were 
irresistible, and Wr. May, for the first time in his 
life, tossed a penny. The penny decided against him 
and he ngned the Irishman's award. We read it 
with utter amazement, and before obeying it learnt 
from our literal friend how such an extraordinary 
figure had been arrived at. After hearing we did not, 
of course, obey the award. 

He once lodged a oomplaint against a carter who 
was msltreating his horse. When the case came up 
in court he wss summoned as the principal witness. 
The plaintiff's lawyer, a pert young practlticmer, 
put the usual questions. After eliciting the fact, 
which every one knew, that the witnen was a doo- 
tor, he imprudently aAed, "Are yon a horse doo- 
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tor!" "Yes," was tlie prompt reply, "and an an 
doctor— at yoai Berrice." 

VUDlOAh LEOTTJBBS 
To tha Chronicle. 

In m reeent number of the Chroniela Sir Jamw LsUoine 
tomithM eztroctt from "BcminiMeneM of Student Life and 
PTketiiie," by the late Dr. Worthington, of Sbarbiook^ who 
Mjt; "The llist medical leotiiTW ever given in Qnebee, of 
which I have «dj knowledge, were ^veu tt the Marine and 
Emigrant Hoapital, begimdng on tbe lit of Ma7, 18S7.*' 

On the 3iat of Angnat, 1826, the medical profeatdon of thia 
d^ and nelghboAood entertained their eonntrTman and eaa- 
tnra, Dr. Pierre de Ballea Laterriere, with a dinner at Mnil- 
hot'i Hotel, before his retom to England. In hia addrew he 
b^b: "The rapid improvements which have bnt late^ taken 
plaee In the medical profeaalon In Ouiada, . . . oo^t to im* 
preea on the pabiie, and partieolarlj on our Le^alatorsy the 
indiapendfcle neeeaaitT of aome medical aebool b^ng eatabliahed 
among na, where the atndent might aeqnira in his native 
eonntrj the knowledge which la the baaii of medical aeience." 

This quotation proves that in Qnebee medidne waa not 
taught at Uiat time, though at Montreal four medical gentle- 
men, vis.: Dn. Oaldwell, Bobertaon, Stephenson and Holmeo, 
had, ainee a few rears, been engaged in giving medical leaaona 
with great aoeeeas. In the Joomsl de Medicine, Jannarj, 
18E7, VOL n, page 117, I read: "The leetnres (In medidne) 
wfaidi are now ddivering in tbe presence of the moat distln- 
goiahed dianete^ botb In and ont of the profeadon, are a 
atriUng and gratl^rbtg evidence of the Sbeial diapodtiona of 
the medical piaetitlonen in thia d^. 

"There are at preaent in Qnebee two gentlemen deliver- 
ing leetnrea on ehcmlstix and one on anatomy and phjddogj. 
Dnk F. Blandiet and Donglaa are leetnring at the Emlgiant 
Hoq>ital and B. J. WhiteUw at the old Theatre." (Where 
that was I woidd like to know.) 
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Dr. Bhneliet wu a number of the LegliUtiire and bad 
ttia eradit of being the Arat Canadian author, although Dr. 
Pierre de Sallea Laterriere had pnbliibed at Boston, in 17SB, 
a thaaii, of whieh SOO eopiea were printed. (Gagnon Bib- 
Uograph, p. 27S.) 

Dr. Thltdaw na wtiA to hare nperior metita ai a Iee> 

Of Dooglaa the editor of the Journal de Uedldne aaTa; 
"We do not heritate to pronoouee his introdaetorr leetnie the 
Btoat elaborate hiatorj of eomparatiTe anatomy whiek we liaTe 
0rer beard or read." 

Tliia Jonmal de Medicine waa, I befiere, the flrat medieal 
jonmal pnbUahed in Oanada. It waa printed at Qnebee t^ 
Traneols Lemaitra, at No. 8 Stov Famille ttreet daring 1830, 
and bj the aune at No. 4 Notre Dame atreet, maAat aqnare^ 
Lower Town, in iSS7. It waa edited and pnbliAed br Zafiar 
Teirier, H. D. 

It laated mij two tmh. 

inOEAEIi JOS. AHBBK. 

(Jnebee, Angatt 81, 1«». 



Digitized .yGOOgle 



OHAPTBR VII 

ITT MTHHB'B ILL-HKAI/TH IKD TBATSU 

lij fatber'a profeemonal life was made doabfy 
arduous by the hard and fast roles he laid dovn few 
himadf. His health ooDseqaeotly broke down pre- 
matordy. The breakfast hoar was six o'clock, and 
punctnalify was rigidly enforced. Thongh he m^ 
have been op nearly all night with a patient, he was 
at the table st the fatal hour— two hoars before day- 
light in winter time. And the most bonoored gaest 
was made to feel uncomfortable if be were late. 
When in 1S49 he decided to give ap practioe he de- 
tennined to visit Italy, and in order to pr^are him- 
self be engaged an Italian to teach him coUoqnial 
Italian. To avoid infringing on hia working honra 
be made poor Simeon tradge through the mow to 
give him bis daily leaun at 5 A. M., an boor before 
the hateful breakfast He never slept in his conn- 
tiy honse, ont of reach of bis patients, and he never 
hesitated to rise from a meal in answer to a pa- 
tient's call. As a medical man he most have known 
that sach a strain on mind and body most inevitaUy 
lead to a breakdown. Bat, having made these laws 
for himself and hia household, he and we had to 
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live np to them. The six o'clock breakfast vu en- 
forced till he left Qaebec and lived with me in 
Phoenixrille, Fa., in 1875. Bat he then fdl into a 
saner and m<H% reasonable schedole of hoora for meala 
and rest without a marmar or any r^uctance. 

For a short time before retiring from practiee he 
assoeiated with hinueU Dr. Rowand, bnt the part- 
nerabip was not otmgenial to either party. He was 
not easily matched in hamesa, and therefore he may 
have beem convinced that it would be wiser to throw 
off entirdy the toil of professional life than to share 
it with another. He had just taken a ten-year con- 
tract, in asaooiati<m with Br. Mcurrin and Dr. Fre- 
mont, to care for the provincial insane, and had 
erected aaitable buildings on a property adjacent to 
his ooontry bouse on the Beaaport Road. He was 
thos assured of atsne congenial woi^ But from 
1851 till 1866-66 he tspeat nine winters abroad, visit- 
ing Egypt six times and Palestine thrioe. 

On the second trip abroad I, a boy of fifteen, ao- 
eomponied him. After tqiending a few days in 
Darlington with his sister, Mrs. Dale, who was ear^ 
ing for their old father, we went to Egypt for a 
fortnight and passed the rest of the winter in Italy. 
It was my father's first draught of Nile water and 
inhalation of Egypt's dry, bracing air. He got a 
slight foretaste of the deli^tfnl, la^ methods of 
travel in the ixy9 before railroads and Cook steam- 
boats, and of the intoxicating blending of the old and 
new in arohitectore, government and habits of the 
people, which Egypt afforda beyond any other coun- 
try even of the Old World. On this first trip we 
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met Mr. Betts, a railroad oontractor, who was build- 
h^ the first link in ibs railroad from Alexandria to 
Gape Town— that from Alexandria to Cairo. "Ci^ 
Town to Cairo" is a more eaphonioos allitcratioii, 
bat C^>e Town to Alexandria will be geographieaUy 
more correct He introduced lU to Mariette Be7, 
who had jnst discovered and tuiearthed the wonder- 
fol catacombs of the Boll Apis at Sahbara. We 
qp«9it a delightful day with M. Mariette, and under 
hia guidance saw the Apis Catacombs and the in- 
teresting Ibis mnnuny pits, which he also recently 
foond and which are wisely now dosed to the public 
Time did not pennit of oar slowly ascending to the 
Cataract t^ dahdbia, hot my father decided that his 
next winter abroad should be spent on the Nile. 

Consequently in 1854-55 the whole family mi- 
grated with him to Egypt — my mother, brother, 
mysdf and onr counn. Miss Dale. We ascended to 
the First Cataract, and on onr return made s flying 
trip to Palestine, t^ boat to Jaffa and on horaebaelc 
from Jaffa to JOTosalenu Natho- roads nor wheeled 
vdiiclee were tiien known in the Holy Land. 
The visit to Jerusalem was made notable by two 
events less commonplace than usually fall to t^ lot 
of casual travelers. We were among the first visit- 
ors to enter the quarries of Underground Jerusalem, 
which had just been accidentally discovered; and 
my father, mother and cousin were fortunately 
allowed to join the first party of Christiana who 
ever, by permission, crossed the Platform and entered 
the Mosque of Omar. The first account of the qnar- 
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riei was pabliahed in the f oUowtng letter from nij 
fatlier to tike "AtheDoeam" of May S, 1856: 

"DISOOTIBm IN JSBDSALUC 

"Tbe folloving notes on ancient quarries in Jera- 
salem have been placed at the service of onr readers 
throogfa a friend. They -were made hy a Sooteh 
gentleman, Mr . Dongas: 

"Dtuiog a Tint to Jenualem in the Bpring of 
1855 X became aeqnaint«d with a very intelligoit 
Hebrew, who informed me tiiat there were exteauiTe 
qoairies beneath the aty, and that there was on- 
doabted eridenoe that from these quarries the stones 
employed in the building and rebuilding of the Tem- 
ple were obtained. He told me that these ezcara- 
tions were sceeasible through a small opening under 
the norUi wall of the city,— that he hod descended 
some time before with two English gentlemen, and 
had q>ent with tiiem serTeral hours in exploring the 
excavations, which were BofBoiently extensive to 
bare famished stones enough, not only for the oon- 
stmction of Ibis Temple, bnt for the whole of Jeni- 
salfflo, the walls included. He expr esse d his readi- 
ness to aocompsny me, bnt proposed to go after dai^ 
as he feared the Turkish guards might fire npon or 
maltreat us, if th^ detected us. As my party eom- 
prised two ladies and my two sons, all equally de- 
nrous with myself to see these ^usavations,— as the 
gates of the city were dosed at sunset,— and as there 
were no houses outnde the walls,— I would not listen 
to the proposal to spend the night in the open air, 
unleM, npon trial, I found we eould do no better. 
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We, acoordingljr, vent to ezamiae t^e ntaatiom and 
nze of the opening. We foimd it about 160 yards 
to tile eastward of the DamascuB Gate. It aeemed 
like tlie borrow of some wild animal; there was no 
rubbish above the opening, bnt some tall grass and 
weeds. Persons entering might be observed by the 
goarda ; but this did not seem very likely, as the s(d- 
diera generally rraoained within the gate, and only 
very rarely one sauntered outmde. W^ accordingly, 
decided to make the attempt by daylight, folly sat- 
isfied that, even if observed, we should be only rudely 
driven away. The next morning, therefore, we left 
the oit7 aa soon aa the gates were opened. One of 
tiie part? got into the hole, but returned, siting, that 
it would be necessary to get in feet foremost, as there 
was a perpendicular descent of aix or seven feet at 
the inner opraiing. He went back again with the 
lights; I followed. The ladies were got through with 
etmaiderable difSculty. When fairly inaide^ we 
found onrselves in an immeoae vault, and etandii^ 
upon the top of a pile which waa very evidently 
formed by the accnmulation of the minute puticles 
from the final dressings of iiie blocks of stone. On 
descending this pile, we entered, through a lai^ 
arch, into another vault, equally vast, and separated 
from the first by enormona pillars. Thia vault, or 
quarry, led, by a gradual descent, into another and 
another, each separated from Hie oUier by maasiTe 
stony partitions, which had been left to give addi- 
tional strength to the vaulted roofa In some of the 
quarries the blocks of attme which had been quarried 
out 1^ partly dressed; in some the blocks were itiU 
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attached to the roek; in aome the workmen had jost 
ocMuaenoed ehiaeHing; and in atoiie the arehiteot'a 
line was durtinat on the nnooth face of the wall of 
Qie qnany. The mode in which the blocki were got 
out waa similar to that oaed hy the ancient EgTp- 
tiaoa, as seen in the sandstone qoarries at Hagar Til- 
silia and in the granite quarries at Syene. The arch- 
itect first drew the ontl^ of the blocks cm the faoe 
of the quarry; the workmen then cbisolled them oat 
in th«r whole thickness, separating than entirely 
from each other, and leaving them attached t^ their 
baito only to the solid wall. They were then de- 
tached by catting a paasage behind tluon, which, 
whilst it separated the blocks, left them roughly 
dressed, and left the wall prepared for farther op- 
erations. We remarked the similari^ between the 
atcmes chiselled oat in these qoarries and the few 
Uooks of stone boilt into the south-east comer of the 
wall of Jemsalem, which are so remaiteble toe their 
size, their weather-worn appearanoe, and the pecoliar 
ornamentation of their edges. We spent between two 
and three hoars in these quarries. Oar examinations 
were, however, chiefly on the side towards the Vsl- 
ley of Jehoshaphat Our guide stated, that more to 
the westward was a quarry of the peculiar reddish 
marble so commonly used as pavement in the streets 
of JerasslenL Fran the place where we entered the 
descent was gradnal; between stane of the qoarries, 
however, there were broad flights of st^s, oat oat 
of the solid rock. I had no means of judging of the 
distance betweoi the roofs of the vaults and the 
streets o{ Hie ei^, exo^t that from the deeeeut the 
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thicknen most be enormous. The size and extent 
of these excavatioiu fiill;^ bore out the opinion that 
they had yielded atones enough to boild not only the 
Temple, bnt the whole of Jenualem. 

"The Bitoatim of these qDarries— the mode by 
which the stones were got oat— and the evidence 
that the stones were folly prepared and dressed be- 
fore being removed, may possibly throw light npon 
the verses of Scriptore in which it is said— 2 Chnm- 
icles, ii. 18— 'And he (Solomon) set three-score and 
ten thonsand of them to be bearers of hardens, and 
foaiscore thoasand to be hewers in the moontaina, 
and tbree thoasand and siz hundred overseers to set 
the people a work.' And again— 1 Kings, vi. 7 — 
'And the hoase, when it was in bailding, was bailt 
of stone made ready before it was brought thither: 
so that there was neither hammer nor ax nor any 
t4>ol of iron heard in the hoase, while it was in 
building.* 

"Xncmeof the qaarries there was a spring of water. 
A recess in the rock and a shallow trongh had been 
cat for its recepti<Hi. The water was soft and elear, 
bat somewhat unpleasant to the taste. The ezpendi- 
tare of oar candles hastened our departure. We got 
out as we got in, unobserved. I had not another 
opportunity of visiting these qaarries ; but left Jera- 
salem in hopes that some one more enterprising and 
more able would explore and g^ve a more detailed 
and accurate .account of these excavations, which to 
me seemed so abounding in interest." 

The editcv remaifa: "Soch is the eoimnanieation 
made to as from the repents of Mr. Douglas. Some 
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of our C«respoaidesit8 at Jflnualem may poinbly be 
able to tell tu non about these intereatiiig qoaniea." 

On the d^ of the visit to the Moeqoe of Onmr 
my brothen and I had ridden oat to the Pooli of 
Solomon. The re«t of the party went to the Choroh 
of the Holy Sepolohre to witneas one of the great 
fnnctiona of Holy Week, the Miraele of the Greek 
Fire. 

"Aftw the perfonnance of the Ceremony," my 
father says, "and while convening with the Secre- 
tary to the French Ccmsalate, he informed me, that 
in an hour's time, a moat unheard of visit was to be 
made to the Teazle area, by the Duke of Brabant, 
the heir to the throne of Belgium, who, when in 
Constantinople had received from the Sultan an or- 
der on the Pacha to be admitted into the Temple 
Area. I expressed a doubt, observing, that QiB 
Mosque of Omar, built on the site of the Ten^jle 
of Solomon, was ccmsidered by the MoBlems so holy, 
tiiat Jews and ChriBtians had repeatedly been put to 
deatii, for merely lookup thro' the gates. The Sec- 
retary replied, that the Sultan's order on the Paeba 
was imperative; that His Highness the Duke, with 
his C<mfeflsor the Bishop, and the French Consul 
were to be admitted into the Temple precincts at 
four o'clock. 

"I at onoe determined, if it was possible, to go too, 
and hastening to the Hotel, I placed the Ladies at 
the onter gate, with strict injonctionB' not to leav^ 
until my return. 

"I went to the French Consul, and requested to 
be allowed to aeomnpany the Dulra's party, but I was 
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politely, bat flatly refused. I then applied to Mr. 
Finn, the EngUah Consul, he however would hardly 
listen to me, he said that if the visit was known, 
tiiere would be an immediate rising of a bigoted 
populace, and probably a loss of life. 

"X hastened back to the Hotel, and took the Lsr 
dies with me to the Pacha's palace, where leaving 
them St the onto- gate, I made my way to the Divan, 
where tiie Pacha waa seated smoking, with two dis- 
tingoiahed looking Arabs. There was no interpreter 
on the spot at the moment, and my knowle^ of 
Arabic waa homeopathic; the Pacha however had a 
few words of Italian, of which he semed prond'to 
make a display to his viaitoni. 

"I stated my deaiie to be permitted to enter the 
Tnnple Area with two Ladies, the Pacha exclaimed, 
'Ladies— Ladies— too late— joat going.* I said that 
Ulc ladies were below; he exclaimed, 'Ladies in my 
house, I would like to see liiem.* I ran down, and 
UAA them that tbe Pacha wished to be introdnoed 
to them, and that th^ had only to make a pro- 
found cnrtsey, on being presented. The ceremony 
had barely been gone thro', when the Doke and hia 
party were annoonced, the Pacha rose to meet and at 
once accompanied them and ns into the Temple 
groonds, thro' a door which entered from the Court 
of bis Palace. We had barely got in, when we were 
sainted by an extraordinary looking figure, who leapt, 
—threw his arms over his head, and screamed with 
all his might and main. He was immediatdy seized 
t^ the Attendants,— pini(nied,—part of his dress was 
fbroBt into his mouth,— and he was hurried out of 
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d«^t We wei!« inf (nrmed that the Doridies irtto 
nnde in and aboat the Moaqne of Omar, had been 
shut ap to avoid disturbance, and, that the one jost 
hurried off, had got out, or been overlooked. 

"The stme platform on wMch S<domon bnilt bis 
temple, and on which the Hoaqne of Omar now 
standi, is of very oonsiderable size, and ooven an 
Area of thirty five Acres within the enclosure. It is 
perfectly level, and has been highly ptdished by the 
sandaled and by the bare feet of the oonntlees wor- 
shippers, daring three thousands of yean. In faet, 
I know of no place whose pecniiar sanctity has been 
so acknowledged by peoples ao divn«e in origin, and 
in reli^ODS belief. Jews,— Christians and MqskI- 
mans have vied with eaeh other in their venerati<m 
for this Holy qiot. 

"We were harried throagli this hallowed qxrt, 
in what appeared to me to be nnseemly haste, and 
were dismissed thro' a postern gate, which opened 
in the immediate vicinity of the Jews qaarter of the 
City." 

The cmly distant ezootsion made was to the Jordan 
and the Dead Sea. 

On oar way back, between Jericho and Bethany 
we witnessed an incident very illustrative of the 
permanence of habit and mode of life in the East 
My fatlier thos tella the story: 

"We had bathed in the sacred river, on the banks 
from which onr Redeemer had been baptized 1^ Jdbn, 
and we were then treading in his very footstqw 
toward Jemsalem, when we witnessed a scene sach 
as saggested to him one of his parables, fraught with 
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t 88 fnll of meaning to onrselTeB as to Qie self- 
righteous Jew. 

"So<m after passing the site of Jericho we foand, 
lying on the roadside an Arab, who was grieronsly 
wonnded and helpless. He had been attacked by the 
band of prowling Bedouins near whom we bad en- 
camped the previous night. He was literally "a 
wayfaring man who had fallen among thieves." It 
was beautiful to witness the conduct of our Sheik, 
who, in his own estimatiim, and in that of his band, 
was the greatest man of our party. He got off his 
superb horse, and assieted by my sons and me, placed 
the wounded and helpless Arab upon it ; then, plac- 
ing one of his bond on each side, to sustain the 
wounded man on the aadde, he himself, taking the 
bridle in his hand, led the horse until we oame to 
an habitation where he could be cared for. These 
circumstances we witueeeed on the roadside between 
Jericho and Jerusalem on the 9th day of April, 1855. 

"Anno Domini 32 St Luke wrote, Chiq). 10, verses 
30 to 35 inclusive, 'And Jesus answering said: 

" '30. A certain man went down from Jerusalem 
to Jericho, and fell among thievea, which stripped 
him of his rsdment and wounded him, and departed, 
leaving him half dead. 

" '31. And hy chance there came down a cer- 
tain Priest that way, and when he saw him he passed 
by on the other side. 

" '32, And likewise a Levite, when he was at the 
place, oame and looked on him, and passed by oa the 
other aide. 
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" '33. But a eertun SunBritan, m I10 jonmeTed, 
ume irtiere he wai, and when he saw him, he had 
oompasiion upon him. 

" '34. And went to him, and bonnd up hia 
wonnda, poorinf; oil and wine, and set him on his 
own beast, and brought him to an inn, and Uxik ears 
of him. 

" *36. And on the morrow, when he departed he 
took OQt two pence, and gave them to the host, and 
said onto him; Take care of him, and whatsoever 
thoa spcndeet more, whoi I (xnne again, I will repay 
thee.* 

"The ciroomatances and the localities are precisely 
similar, and is the attitude of Chrigtiana to Mohame- 
danf very different from that of the Jew to the 
Samaritan t" 



Thongh my father had retired from practiee his 
hand as a surgical inatrmnent had not lost its enn- 
ning, nor bad he forfeited by diaiue or age that 
keen instinet which enabled him to diagnose disease 
by faeial e^ressicm or snch secondary ngns. On the 
Nile he had acqaired a repatati«i as » great hakim 
or physioian. Onoe when we were just casting off 
fnnn Luxor an Arab hurried on board from a boat 
which had oome up the river. He besought my father 
to go and see hia master. He found a magnificent old 
fellow retnniing to tiie intwior. He was one of 
those objectionable Arab traders who dealt in human 
beings as well as amber beada, but he was suffering 
fnnn an aeute attaek of pneumonia. We ddayed our 
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departure for a week till the patient traa ont of 
danger. Id tug gratitade he offered to tend my 
fatber a hippopotamoa. It was not tlie first time in 
hia life my father refused a fee. 
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CHAPTER Vm 

HE BBOOUIS JUnsSBSSISSD XS THE OABB QF THB INBANX 
AND m TEE QUEBSC LUNATIC ASTLUH 

As early aa 1824 a apecial committee was appointed 
to report on the provisioQ made for the msaiie in the 
Province of Quebec. The nnfortnnates vere then 
cared for in three hospitals— that of the Grey Nuns, 
the Hospital Gkneral of Qaebec ; in the Hospital Gen- 
eral in Montreal, condncted by the ntms of the same 
order; and the hospital of the Ursolines in Three 
Bivera. A few were confined in the gaols. The Com- 
mittee reported that in the General Hospital of Qae- 
bee there were 18 cells, whose dimensions were 
8'jIW^' liigh. u>d six more cells 9'x9'z9' for less 
violent patients. The cells in the Mcmtreal General 
Hospital were 8'x6'3"x7'10" high. The sii cells of 
the Ursnline Hospital at Three Hivera were 8'i6'x8'. 
The evidence was to the effect that the cells were oc- 
capied daj and night, the patienta seldom leaving 
them except once in eight days when th^r cells were 
cleaned oat and their clothes chatted. The diet was 
that of the Hospital patients. JA^t was admitted 
throogh a small window or a boll's e^e in each cell 
and the mly ventilation was throogh a grilled opea- 
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ing above Uie door, by wbicb also heat entered from 
a corridor. An open trongh in each cell leading into 
a common drain carried off the eicreta. The com- 
mittee exonerates the religions ladies from all blame, 
as they were acting up to their light, and each hos- 
pital was under the charge of an eminent medical 
man, Dr. Holmes being the attendant of the Qnebee 
Qeneral Hospital. The Bev»>eaid Lady Sapraitv 
of the Three Itivers establishment when asked the 
question as to whether the treatment and accommo- 
dations were calculated to assist in the cnre of the 
patients, sincerely answered that "The insane re- 
ceive Qi.6 treatment proper for their cure, and their 
acctnomodation is such that they can be treated in a 
manner to relieve their suffering, which is done with 
the tenderest care." This opinion is expnwed just 
after the Lady Superior testified that the insane are 
immured dsy and night in the same cell, bnt that (me 
of Iheir four patienta is sane enough to be permitted 
to take the air and aome exercise fw s few days each 
month. 

The number of insane in the Province was not 
great The Committee found that since 1800, 66 
male and 45 female patients were confined as insane 
in the Quebec General Hospital, and in the Qeneral 
Hospital of Montreal 84 patienti— "and that the cells 
appropriated to the insane of the Province do not 
permit of properly applying either moral or medical 
treatment for care of the insane," and that the sum 
paid for their support and treatmoit would havo 
built a well equipped asylum "which would have 
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done hmm to the hnmanity and philanthn^r of the 
Country." 

The report waa printed bnt never acted upon, sod 
this iTi>iiiiTni|.n treatment continned to be practised till 
1845, when my father and two partners made a eoa- 
tract to care for the insane. Since then they have 
received proper care, bat the vicious system of farm- 
ing out has been perpetuated in the Province oi 
Quebec. 

Thns it came about that my father for twen^ 
yeais was devoted heart and soul to this branch of 
medical science. He has told in his antobiographical 
aketch of his association with Dr. Morris and Dr. 
Fremont in this enterprise. They were earnest and 
congenial fellow-workers till Dr. Morrin's death. My 
father's share waa originally one-half, and that of 
each of the others one-quarter, in the cost and profits 
of the ent«rpri8e. On Dr. Morrin's death in 1861 
Dr. Fremont bought his share. He and my father 
were tiierefore equal partners till 1863, when Dr. 
Fremont died. Dr. Landry, a French Canadian med- 
ical man, agreeable to my father and the govern- 
ment, purchased half of Dr. Fremont's interest in 
the Asylum and the contract. 

Some of the incidents connected with my father's 
ownership and di^osal of his interest were matters 
of public notoriety— others of them were not so weU 
known. 

The system of "fanning out "the insane had alwi^ 
existed, and in 1845 was perpetuated through an 
urgent popular call for immediate acticm. The first 
r^>ort published by the contractor after the applica- 
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tion of modem methodi to the eare of the insuie, girei 
intenstmg details of the old methods of treating the 
patients, and of the amelioration of theor ctmditiCD 
seoured b^ hast!]/ improvised provisi(Hi8. These eaz^ 
reports are vtry rare and partiaoB of them are varOij 
of reprinting as public docmncnta. Thoac^ the tempor- 
ary asylum was opened in 1845, the first published re- 
port was not issaed till 1849. It was addressed to the 
Oommiaaiooers of the Lower Canada Lonatic Asylnm. 

GENTLEMEN^ — 

We, tlie Uuugen of tlie Tampotuf LnoftUc Aaylvm, at 
Beauport, beg leare reij rMpectfnllf to Uf b«fon fon the 
following Bepobt, li»Tliig raferenee to tba «tato and eoodi- 
tion of Uie pkUenta entnuted to ovr eftie t^ tht Qvnrtaattit, 
•ad to the mode in wUdi thof hare been treated during the 
pMt three year*. 

Tomrda the doee of the Inet eentiuy, ui order In Ooun- 
dt WM pMKd, avthorlEing mi appropriation for the main- 
tenance of inaaae peraon* in the Prorinoe of Lomr Canada. 
Theae iniaae peraoiu were intniated to tbe ean of eartaia 
religioiu eommnnltiea in the rea pe cttre dietrlota of MoDtreal, 
Quebeo, and Three RiTenj the Ooremment piling a jcaclf 
sun of abont i32 lOa. for tho aopport of eaeh patient. 

[The sum allowed hj Govemment for tiie support 
of eaeh patient was one shiUiag and eight pence per 
diem : there were besidea occasional appropriations txft 
tile repairs of tlie building and fence.] 

Aa In timilar fautitnUona in Europe, at this period, insane 
peraona ware oonflned marelj aa unmanageahle, or aa daa- 
gerons to the oommnni^, or to tltenuelTea. No meaanns 
were adopted for their rfatwaUoo to reaaon. "nuij were ihnt 
up in separate cells, vere debarred interooorse with the world 
and wltlt eaeh otlier, were left to brood over their diawdered 
fandea, until thty became maniacal, tore their dothea, beeame 
flUhf In thdr hahlta, and from a well known law o( nature, 
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tlwt tlw fMnltlet become dormuit for wmnt of mmitti, 
became Imbeoito or Idlotto. OcoMiomdly » patlait vh re- 
moved I7 hie frienda; nnlj wm one diMbuged rectored to 
reMOn. Over tiie portftla of theee reeeptMlea mig^t, wltfa 
tnitb, have been wgimTed the weU-known line* of Dante i 
"0 voi cfc« intrate, lateiate la •p^rMMia.'* 

Strong r o pr i B c ntattona were mkde frmn time to time bgr 
different Onuid Jnriee, of Oit geneni iintltnMii of tliew rttep- 
tkclee, of their filthy ooadition, of tin dunp uid waat ol 
ventilation of the eelts, and of tiie general treatment of tlw 
unfortunate Inmates. 

In justice to tJie religkma ladlea, it muit be said, that thtj 
themselves were desiroas to be relieved from their charge, 
and repeatedly urged the unfltnen of Uie plaoe of eonllnement 
and the necessity of better means of acoammodation for the 
patients under their care. 

In 1843, Bir G. Hetealfe aMumed the Ooremraent of the 
Canadas, and in his first speech at the i^etiing of the House, 
urged the neceiai^ ot an improved syrtem of treatment tot 
the Insane. During the session notice was given, by the Hon. 
T. C. Aylwin, of his intenUon to bring in a Bill to provide 
for the oare and treatment of the insans, but owing to the 
press of other buainem, the session passed over without any 
Bctlro being taken in the matter. 

During the subeequent re«ess, the Ooremor Qeneral eaused 
the dlfTerent places in whidk Uie insane were confined, to be 
Tisited, and estimates formed of the expense of their removal 
to the country, and of the cost of their oare, maintenance, and 
medical treatment. 

At the subsequent meeting of the Leglslatnre, the Oovemor 
General a^fn brou^t the subject of Asylums for the insane 
before the House, but the msion was extremely short, and 
passed over without any further reference being made to 
the matter. 

During the summer of IMS, His Esoelleni^ having made 
an agreement vrith the undersigned, directed the insane per- 
sona then confined in the Districts ot Quebec and Three Rivers 
to be removed to a place fitted up U« their temporary recep- 
tion at Beauport in the nel^bourhood of Quebec, and where 
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tlU7 wtrs MMwdlnglj ranorcd on tlie Vttt BepUmbcr, IBtf. 

At thin time the Insam pcnom in the Diatriot ot Hontn*! 
were eoiifln«d in the jwU; thii bonerer, wu deriJtate of 
«lmoat tmty reqaisite for k Lonatte A*7lnm. It wu mr- 
toonded t^ boildinji*, then wm no Und oa irtiidk tb« patiaita 
eotild be emplOTcd, the ;»rd» were lasnlDde&t tot exardae, 
«ad raoreover, Ott building waa reqnind for ita nore legiti- 
mate pnrpoaaa. Under theae drenmatanoea, the Oomnxw 
Oeiucral dlr«et«d the remoral of the Inaana from the IMatriot 
of HontMal to the Temporary Aajlum at BeuiporL ^lia 
Temporux A^lnm waa aitnatad 2Vi milea from QDabae, and 
waa leaaed for the pnrpoae from Ccd. Qngf, M. F. F. 

The proper t y onupriaad the Uaaor Honaa, an exteoain 
blodc of oatbnildlnga of atone, and about two hnndred aorea 
of land, nie grcnmda were diTerailled, were anndently well 
wooded, had a aouthom expoanre, and emnnuuided a magniflomt 
view of Uie dty and barbixir of Quebee. 

The principal bnllding waa eapabla of being Uttod up to 
aeoonunodat« 120 patient*, with their »ttendanta. 

On the 10th September, the urrangamoita were eompleted 
for the reception of 100 patienta. The ^utmenta oonalated 
of K pnblie dining room, a oorridor for male patitnta, lOB feat 
by 12 wide, with bed-rooma opening into It, oontaining 40 
bed*, and one large dormitory contal^ng 24 beda. The female 
patienta oeenpled » day-room 89 by 18, a work-room 40 by 
SS, and Atc bed-rooma containing 40 beda. Sereral female 
patienta capable of sewing or being otherwiae employed, were 
lodged with the Warden and Matnm In the Uaaor Hbnaa. 

On the morning of the ISth September, 1S46, the Inaane 
penona in charge of the rellgioua ladiea of the Geoeral Hoa- 
pital in Quebec were tranaferred to the A^lnm at Beanprnt. 
Uneh intereat waa felt by the imdaralgned In the ranoral irf 
theae unfortunate beinga. One had been oonflned 88 year*, 
aeveral upwarda of 20 yeara, and the remainder for Yarioua 
leaaer perloda. During the whole of thia time they had bees 
abut up in aeparate eella. In a low, ime atory bnllding, and 
Burronnded by a atrong oedar fenoe, 12 feet hi|^ Th<7 had 
never bean permitted to leave the building moat of tbera had 
never been allowed to leave the aeparate amall odla In iridoh 
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Um7 IuhI betn oonflned; uid, axeepttng on mi oeeMioiutl vlrit 
troai Om Gnnd Jui;, thif Iwd nmtj Men M17 p«no«t bat 
thoM wbo miniatoTed to their argent wuitfl. Of tbwe [wUeiita, 
almost kU were BUhj In their habita; many were eomidand 
deatruetlTe; Mtd tiM remainder bad bMonw liBbMlle dt 
Idiotic 

'IbMj wen removed in open aarriagea and in ealia. Hu? 
offei«d no re«i«tan«ei on tba oontrarr, tliejr wen daH^t«iil 
wltb the ride; and tha view of tbe elty, the riTer, tree*, and 
the paMen hy, exdted in them tha moet plaamrabla emo- 
tioni. — On their arrival at the A^tom at Beaupwt, thaj 
were plaoed together at table to ttreakfaat; and it wae moat 
interesting to witness the pitqirietf of their oondud^ to wateh 
their actions, to listen to their oonmsaticai with each other, 
and t« remaric the amaaement with whldi thej regarded eTer7- 
ihing around thrat. All traces of teroellT, turinilanee and 
noise bad suddenly Tanlshed; tbty found tbemaalna again 
in the world, and treated like rational belagii and tluy an- 
dearored to bdiave as soeh. One, a man ot ad neatk m and 
tatMits, whoae mind was in fragments, bnt whoss raotrileetko 
of a eonDnement of £8 jeaia was most Tivid, waadeiad from 
window to window. Ha saw Qnebce, and knew It to be a dtyi 
he knew ships and boats on the riw and bay, but eould not 
eomprehend steamers. Before learlng the General Hoi^tal, 
the Nuns bad elothsd him well and glran Um a pair of skoaa. 
Ha remarked that ha had been a kmg time sknt np, and 
that it was 10 Tears sinoe he had laat ssen leather. Another, 
a man who had bean eonfined 20 years, and who had alwaTS 
evinced a tnrbulent disposition, deoianded a brocmi, and 00m- 
menoed sweeping; he insisted on the others empk^ing them- 
selves also. He observed, *^eee poor people are all fools, and 
if Ton will ^ve me a eonstable'a staff, jmx will see bow 
I will manage them, and make tiiem work." 

As soon as their musenlar powers were snfBoientlT restored, 
the patients were induced to emploT themselvea in oeotqia- 
tions the most congenial to their former habits and tastes. 
Some worked In the garden, others preferred sawing and 
splitting wood. The female patients were taken oat dailT, and 
manr of them engsged In weeding lathe garden. 
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The effects of tUa Bystam w«r» aooB «pp«mt in their in- 
proved health mud ^irite; they bMknu etrDnfler, hbA tU and 
elept better. Some of tliem wen reatored to itrnMoa. One 
hftd been oiHiflned mkny y eejm in a mU In th« General Hoe- 
pital; 13 months after his remoral to the A^lnm at Beanport, 
he waa restored to his family and friends; another had also 
been an inmate of a edl Mreial years, and aft«r hor discharge 
f ixan tike Aiyltun, engaged as a Seluwl Teadier. The other 
patients generally, thou|^ greatly Improred, afforded amall 
prospect of reooverji the disease of tlie brain bad beeome 
dironio or organic, and their faoolties and mental powers 
had been so weakened by hmg disease, as to preelude any 
reasonable hope of restoring them to ttxiatf and to their 
friends. It is, however, gratifying to be able to state Uiat 
of all (hose removed from the General Hospital to the 
Asylum at Beanport, one only baa been subjeot to eren 
temporary reetrainL 

On the 28tb Sept. 1S4G, the Insane patients, S2 In number, 
were transferred from the Jail in Montreal to the Asylum at 
Beauport. As a elass they were mauli more violent and 
destruotive than the patiente previously admitted frun the 
other districts. Their cases, however, were more curable, 
and their minds lesa weakened by long eonflnemenL 

On the Sth Oetober, the inssne patients, 7 In number, were 
brought down from Three Rivers. Tbair condltian was mneh 
more deplorable than that of the patients admitted from Qua- 
beo. Th^ arrived chained and handcuffed. We were in- 
formed by their keepers tltat some of them had been kept 
fastened to staples drivoi into the floors of their respective 
oetls. When approached, th^ sheved a disposition to blte^ 
even after their bands and feet bad been unfastened. No 
appearance of violeace or torbulenoe was evinced after their 
admission into the A^lnm; on the contrary, they were found 
extremely harmless and dodlc 

One of these patients, a Canadian, and a powerfully made 
man, was pointed oat by his keeper as being extremely violent 
and dangerous. He strongly apposed his being nnfastened; 
this however was done on board of the steamer, and he was 
eondneted to a eab, iriiidi he entered without any opposltiaa 
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or reluotuoe. He anawared to the nune of Jtequn, but could 
giva no MMOunt of himMlf whatArer. He hftd been picked 
np in the wood* on the River St. MMirice, with his feet IroHO, 
Mid h*d been ctmfined in tiie cells at ^niree Rivers during % 
period of seven jesis. A few ds;* sftar his removal to 
BeAUport, observing a man sawing wood, he pushed him 
Mide, took the saw and used it himself; this seemed to afford 
him great pleaanre. When not so emplojed out of doors, his 
constant amusement was in Ashing. He vould stand for 
faoUTB together as if tuing a rod and line, and sometimes as 
if flshing UiTQUf^ a hole in the ice. He was found to be quite 
Inoffensive and harmlees. He died of diseased lungs on tlie 
7th Mar^, 1B46. Boon after his death, his brother and son 
arrived from ttie nei^bourhood of Montreal in search of him, 
being attracted bj a notioe in the public prints, Utat an InaaiM 
man, «1)o could give no account of himself had beao found 
wandering In one of the parishes below Quebec, and sent to 
Uw Asflom at Beauport His friends stated that Jacques 
bad esci{>ed from their ohaTge several years before, and that 
not being able to trace him, or gain any tiding of him, 
they ecmclnded that he had perished in the woods. 

On the Sth October, 1S46, t^e wbole nnmber of patienU 
in the Asylum was 82. Since then the nnmber has been 
gradnaUf increasing, and additional rooms have been ttam. 
time to time fitted up as well to aoooDunodate this increasing 
number as to afford the means of thdr more complete separa- 
ticm and elaaai£eation. 

On the 1st October, 1S48, the period expired during wUdi 
the undersigned had engaged with the Government for the 
care, maintenance, and medical treatment ot the insane from 
the different districts in C. E. and ihej take the ocoaaion of 
their ent«rii4 into another engagement tor a further period, 
to lay before the Oonuuissioners a statement of what has 
been done during the past three years. In their endeavours to 
carry out the intentions of the Goremment to ameliorate 
the oondition of the insane. 

STATE OF PATIENTS ON ADMISSION. 

On the let ot October, 1S46, there were 88 paUenta in tbe 
Asylum. Of these more than 80 were considered as affording 
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TMy faint or no liopM of raooTwy. Ubat of theM had ntff«nd 
■o gTMtlf from Img cntiflMnnwit and iwtraint, m to pment 
body And mind equally brndcea down and diiMml Out died 
wibbin 24 Iwan after admlMinn, two non within IS day*, 
and «levHi within the enniing 12 ■»~'*f" 

From the l«t October, 184S, to lat Oetobv, IS4S, thva 
bare been admitted 1B2 eaaee: the gnater number of theea 
bad beat for jrean pieviotu to their admiMlon mbjeot to 
treattoMit wbidi tended to eonflrm their dieeaifc Vtm reont 
eaaee were brou^^t to the A^bun. or nntil they ooold be no 
longer taken oare of by thair friend*, in eonae^oence ot thdr 
dangeroua propanaltiea, ot tlOij habit*. Some had been eon- 
flned in Jail a* dangeroua, and had been allowed to remain 
there for montha before thdr removal to the A^lnm. Vtry 
many of the patients have arxlTed tied, ehalned and exooriated, 
furiouB and excited by restraint, and impaired in health by 
lonf oontinned eectuiton. 

Tbeee eaaee prMented almoat erary Tarlety of liiiaiiUj. 
hnniddal, tnrimu, eolddal, melasdwly, reU^one and gay. 
One waa admitted with hie windpipe diridedi eensral, aftar 
different auleldal attempt*. One, a powerful man, bad be^ 
tied for aome time to hia bed, before admiMlon, and the oorda 
on bl* wrlft* had be«ai ao tl^t«ned by hia furioaa aodeaToun 
to get looae, aa to indoee mortifleation o< both hia banda. We 
are eonrinoed frmn our obaerratioii and szperienea, that of 
the inonrable* now in the A*ylnm, three-fmirthe are »o from 
the want of proper treatment in an Asylum, at the ooamunoa- 
ment of their diseaae. Nothing is more strongly impressed 
oa oar minde than the faot, that on the tint attack of in- 
sanity, time lost in the treatmntt of the eomi^alnt is seldom 
reeovered. Of all those admitted during the past three years, 
43 only bav* been recant eaaea. Of these 21 have been die- 
diai^jed, cured, and only 2 hare bad a return o( mental dliaan. 
It 1* thus obriously a matter of aeoncmy, apart fran hnmane 
oonalderations, to seeore for the insane prompt and eOeiMt 
medical treatment at the early stsge erf their iHsnain 



In undertaking a diarge whieh Invotred so great an amount 
id lesponslbillty, we aTallad ouraalrea ot erery oUafnabla 
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tnfoniMUon from ■imilM' Inrtttutkni, u veil in Bnropa ■■ 
in the United 8t»tea. The nanlt of onr inqoirlM «M » 
tontidion tluit the gnfttett unount of good wu to be effeot«d 
bgr ftn nnlfonn uid unvaiying >7Stem of aonoUi«tion utd 
IdndncM. TUa wywima eaurled into full effect bf intellfgent 
and aetive leiTRnta, we hare found to antwer admirablf. At 
flnt » chair, made to eonflne th« arma, wu tued, but waa 
ahortly abandoned for the leather atiap and wriit banda or 
mitU; tbia baa b«en tha oaty reatralning apparatna naad Is 
the A17I1UI for npwarda of two yaara. It allowa the paticnta 
to take free ezerdse either in or out of doora, and prarenta 
anj Injury th^ might be diipoaed to inflict either on them- 
aelTea or <hi othen. Eren this apparatua ia verj rarely em* 
ployed; Ita nae haa been in a great measure a n peraeded bj 
Inonaaed eapadfy and watehfulneaa on the part of the a^ 
tendanta, and theee qoaUtiea in the attendanta hare, on 
the other band, been brought into more aetire exendae by the 
disuae of reatraining apparatua. 

Seoluaion, aa a meana of reatralnt, ia ooaasl«ially, but 
rery seldom reaorted to, and th«n only for a Tery abort period, 
during a paroxysm: and what long continued, we hare rea- 
son to bellera it to be injurious to the patient, and only to be 
sanctioned by axtmne neoeasity. Kestralnt, whether by meana 
of the body strap and mitta or by aeolnalon, are only per- 
mitted to be employed by tite order and under the immediate 
auperintendanm of the residoit Physician or Warden. 

All Tioboce, abnalTe language, or threats, on the part of 
tiie attendanta towmrds the patlenta, is punished by immediate 
dismissal; and we are happy to say that only on two oooasiooi 
haYB instancee of abuse be« brouf^t under onr notiee during 
the paat three yean. 

EUFLOTHENT. 

Among the means which we hare forond most useful la 

tranquiUidng the insane, and in enabling us to dlspenae ao 

fully with the use of restraint, ezerdse and wnployme n t in 

the open air may be leekoned aa th« most usefuL 

AISVSEMJSSTB. 

In semal easea we have found mnrio and dandng of g reat 
benefit aa nmedlal agenta. In one oaae they nntsed a patlott 
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rrom * ateto of the mart ftbj«et malandurij, and pre » 
■Unralna to hli mental fMolttea, whidi reniltad in parfeet 
mxynry. In uiDther cue th<7 rfeotod a change from a ■tata 
of meUncfaolf with rtrong miteMal pnpenaltiai, to a itate of 
elieerfnlnMt and aDjqrmmt, lAleh (till aontinnea, and ia Uka- 
tjr alao to r«aiilt In oar*. Whatwrer opinion mxy be fomwd 
of dancing by t}i« aan«, it Is nnqiMatianably a legitimate and 
fitting aonroe of amuMment tor iniane pcmona. 

[There cftn be do doubt as to the anthonhip of this 
last aeotence. M7 father though he may not have 
practiced all John Wesley's precepts had a horror of 
dancing.] 

By tti» Btatemant of admiwfcms, dlaAaigaa and deaths. It 
will be aeni that of eS4 eaaaa admitted dnring the past three 
yean, 109 wen eaiea of long standing, and in whan of 
oonsequenoe the duneea of owe wen reiy mndi lednoed. 
It is to lie expected that the majmlty of the caiea to be ad- 
mitted for lome time to eome, will alao be eaaat of eonaider- 
able standing and of coarse with a small average of re- 
coveries. Extrane rehiotance was manifested on the part 
of the friends of insane persmis to send them to snch re- 
ceptacles as existed sane years ago; this relnetanee still 
exists. The idea of an Asylum is still assodated with dart: 
oells, with furions madness, diains, straw, fllth, and naked- 
ness. Some time will yet elapse era the friends of insane 
persons in Oanada will send them to an Asylum tor the 
nten pnrpose of cure, with a full assurance that as mndi 
quiet, cleanliness, order and •nbardlnatlon odsti aa In any 
Hospital for the cnra of any other dliOMe. 

The building now occupied as an Asylnm, thoogh the best 
that could be obtained at the time, was not built for the 
purpose, and is manifestly inadequate. It does not afford us 
tlie means of carrying out our wishes and int«ntiaiis aa to 
the complete separatkm and classification (rf the patients, and 
fnnn thdr InereMing tnunber it baa become necessary to re- 
more several of tliem to anotiier building on the property of 
the lat« Judge De Bonne. These dronmstances, under an 
arrangement with Goreniinent for a farther period of seren 
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jMn, hftTC dedded ns to eraot an HpqriUl of nidi ui txtott 
and with such UTKngenunt* as will aombiiM erarj thing 
neosHai; to the core of penona afBietad with moital diaeaaa. 
Hie neoeiaar7 contraeta have been entered into, lor the eree- 
tlon of the Beapital od tlie plan herewitli lubmltted, and we 
eonfldentlf hope to be able to remore the patlentt from 
the preaent to the contemplated new Aaylnm. during th* 
month of September next. 

The Qorernment, reliered b^ the contract from 
taking immediate aoti(m, did noUiing, as is naoal with 
GoTemments. Bat Uieiy resorted to the easiest expe- 
dient, as told in the last paragraph of the first re- 
port—they renewed the contract for seven years on 
ccmdition that saitable boUdings be erected. These 
were built on the site of the present women's boild- 
ing. The original stmctore was architectnrally less 
hideons than the present, for the central building was 
Btirmoanted by a sht^dy dome. The women oeon- 
pied the west wing; the men the east. 

From the second rep(»i: issned in 1851 the follow- 
ing extracts are made: 

BBPOBT. 
GENTLEMEN,— 

Since the dat« of oar Uat r^ort, it bM pleaoed Almii^tj 
God to blese our endeaToura to restore health of mind to 
many of the patienta oommitted to onr care. 

Tn very many oaaea, where the dlmae of the brain was 
of long duration, or accompanied by ciroomatanfiea which 
rendered a reitoration to reawm nearly or utterly hopeless, 
we hare been enabled, at least, to render them hap^, cheer- 
ful, contented, and in many instances, usefuL 

In the wont and moat revolting oases, among the idiotio, 
the dangerous and Oie filthy, we have, by steady persera^nee 
In a i^stem of care and fcindnen, bro««:ht thdr minds to as 
hl^ a degree of enjoyment and oomfcKt as thslr merely 
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animal natsna an niecfitUilo of. In tbeae, and In the pn- 
oeding elaaa of oaaea, if we «mld sot hope to ratore them to 
reaaoD and to Hie world, we oonld at leaat do muob to mitigate 
the hOTTon trtiieh had hitherto aooompanied a d^riratiMi of 
reaaon, and bad rendered thcae unfortunatea the objeoU of 
ehaina, bare, out-hotwea, etarration and negleet 

At tha date of our last report thera ware in the Aeylum: — 

Malea TO 

FemalM W 

— 180 

^nicre have been admitted iinee:— 
Halea 101 



Tha total nnmber under traatment aittee October 

I, 1B48, up to the lit Mar, 1S61, baa been 111 

Of tbeae have been diaeharged: — 

Cured Malee 28 

Femalea 24 

— it 

Improrad Malea 3 



Not Improved Malta 1 

1 

— t 



Have died— Ualea *t 

Femalea 80 

— 78 
Konalning lit iSaj, 18S1: 

Hale* W 

Femalea 81 

— 178 

In OUT laat Beport, we adTert«d to the great numbera oi in- 
curable oasea In tha Allium, we obaerrod that — 
The opinitm ejqtreaaed hag been moat taUj borne out b; 
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OUT expericmoa ilnee tliat time. Of Uw 161 cmm admitted 
from October, 1S4S, to thie dftte, SI maj be ocnuidered M 
baving been reoent, uid as offering a reasonable hope of res- 
toration to reas<m. The remainder were old owee in whom 
body and mind were equally broken down. Bonte were Idiotic 
some paralytie, and many epileptic, nie majority of the 
oases were sent to the Asylum after having exhausted the 
sympathies and patience of their friends, and worn out even 
their hopes of tbetr death. One, tn aged man of 82, and 
paralytic, was brou^t a distanoe of ISO milea, to die with- 
in two honrs. Five others daring this period were admitted, 
vrhose agea were trom 70 to 80 years. 

Of the 161 cases admitted slnoe October, 1648, U hare 
recovered. 

The remainder as well as those brongbt forward to date 
of last Report remain In Hoepltal, and, with a few exseptlnks, 
will be only discharged 1^ death. 

This picture, melancholy as it undonbtedly is, yet affords 
matter for oonsolatlon. 

The whole number of patients now in the Asylum may 
be classified as follows, with tolerable oorreotnese: — 

Keasonable hopes of recovery 16 

Very doubtful 8 

Nearly or quite hopeless IS2— 176 

Tt is not t« be supposed that (Us olasaifieatlon la arbitrary. 
On the contrary, many In whom there appears now a reason- 
able hope of recovery will gradually sink Into CMiflrmed 
lunacy, while occasionally one whose case now appears b<qM- 
less will recover. Thb has occurred so frequently as to oaiise 
us to hesitate before condemning any Individual patient to the 
society of idiots and Incurables, and thus eztlngnishing all 
hope; for the same laws which r^ulate the mind in Uls 
healthy, equally regulate It in the diseased state. In soeie^ 
we find that assodations with the virtuous and intelligent 
tend to exalt and ennoble the mind, while associations with 
the depraved and worthleM equally tend to lower aud de- 
base it. 

From the forgoing table it will be observed that the 
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patknta now In the A^rtnnt ara noMj InooraUa cum, and 
we wlilt purUenUrly to direct attentiiin to the fast, that the 
time will very ehoitlx anire when theee will oeonpy tlte ea- 
tlra Aeylnm, to the exehnfaw of reeent and eoiable oaeea. 

With Kffud to reatrafatiDC appa rat na. the mitti have 
been abaadcoied, and Ike only leetnint novued lathe iMlhcc 
bodr atrap, and tUa tor the pntpoee of prennting the pattest 
injnring UmaeU,— nerer for the porpoee of preventing him 
fnai iBjnriog others. The tea* nttnlning aj^aratna are 
need, the more tigUant and watchful do the attendanta be- 
etmc. 

In the almoat Mitire dlanae of rMtmlat, w« may ofaeerve, 
that ao ■noeeMfnl tnidde haa taken place, and no aerlona 
Injury haa at any time been ^''^^^'*^^ t^ any patient, either on 
himaelf or on othera. 

nie building referred to in our laat report haa been fully 
occupied alnee April, 1860. It ia eonatmeted of grey lime- 
atme, hammer-draaaed and laid In oonreea. It la oorared 
with alatea, and inrmonnted by a dome and lantern. The 
fn»t, inoluding the win^ ia 4IB feet^ — Tii» building eonaiat* 
of two atorica, with baaamenta and attlea. The baatment ia 
derotcd to kitdien, offloee, eeltan and fumaee rooma. nte 
flnt atory eontaina Phyaielan'a and Superintendent's offloee, 
a dining room on each aide, 40 x 40, ooiridon or day-rooms, 
130 X 20, with bed-rocHna, bath and waah-rooma. The aeeond 
atory emitaina a dining-room on eadi aide, eorridore 80x20. 
The remainder of thia atory li divided Into bed-romna and 
dormitoriea; the attica are divided Into large work-rooma in 
front, and bed-roonia In eadi wing. The lodgee are attuated 
at the extremity of eadi wing, and eonriat of four day-rooma 
and thirty-two bed-rooma. 

The whole, aa now flniahed, is capable of affording ample 
aceommodatjon for 27S patlenta, 

Beferring to eertain arfihiteetural details of tbt 
new baildingB the contracton say: 

"Of the minor areliiteotuTal arraagemenla, and the intenal 
', of the Aaylnm, your frequent riaita leave us 
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little to rraurk. We nut; merely obaerve that the laada and 
building!, as now completed, have eanaed ns an expeoditnre 
In money of upwards of £12,000, and that lomething yet 
remains to be expended in out-houeea «id work-ohopa. We 
have hitherto been guided by a desfre to adopt every arehiteo- 
tural arrangement, and every modem Improvement which 
eonld in any way conduce to the comfort, enjoyment, welfare 
and eafe-keeping of the insane, and we have done ao without 
r^jard to merely economical considerations, and on a scale 
which leaves us little hope of being remnnerated for our out- 
lay and exertions. It must be apparent to every one that an 
Asylum cannot be conducted «t the Mune amount of expen- 
diture as an ordinary hospital or poor-house; the general 
arrangements are much more costly; the wear and tear of 
bedding and clothing; the number of attendants and servants; 
the qoality and cost of diet, ar« all mneh gmter." 

The next report pabliBhed vas issued in 1855. The 
foorth in 1858. It reverts to a Bnbjeot whicli always 
worried the Management, viz., crowding tlie wards 
with inottrableH, most of whom were harmless bat 
too bt^elessly deficient in mind to be cared. They 
could not be made useful at home and therefore were 
foisted on the public. The proportion of this class 
of the insane in Quebec is large, and that of the 
maniacal class very small. TTie report for 1858 
recalls the attention of the authorities to the crowd- 
ing out of recent cases by the chronic insane and 
by old men and women suffering from other diseases 
as well as mental, which were discussed in previous 
reports apparently to no purpose. It continues: 

We regret that the nport now mbmitted to yen, shvTC 
no improvement whatever in this reapect. 

From the tables of admissions, discharges and deaths it 
will be seen that of the U3 admitted during the past 
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jamr, BS oalj wan nont eaaai, or whld) afforded maj 
rMMHtabla hope of reeonrjr; of the rem^ndor, (M were <dd 
penone, or demented, or idloU, to whom the AJjrhun ftfforda 
onij % comfortable home until dfth 

Nineteen were fatally 111 witk organlo tllnrair on their 
admlnlon; of theee 14 hare alreadjr died, — one within fl 
weeki; 4 wltUn fi weeki; 1 within 12 iAjt; and 1 wfthin 
8 daya; and. In all hnman probability, 6 Buwe of thoae ad- 
mitted daring the paat year will be. In a rery tew a mil, 
eonalgned to the grave. 

Of the 14S eaaea admitted dnrtng the paat year, 4 wen 
upwarde of 70 years old; B were npwarda of 07] and S wera 
upward* of BO yeara. 

Of the 148 eases admitted dnring the paat year, 17 hare 
died; their pathological oondlljon waai B exhanatton; 8 eon- 
nunpUon; 4 chronic bowel complaint; 1 dlaeaae of heart; I 
dropey; 2 palsy; 1 inflammation of hingi. 

By r«femi«e to the tablea. It will be observed that the 
number of patients la the Aaylnm U steadily Inereaslng. — 
The steady Increaae of the popnistion of the province will 
more than aaeoant for the increased dMnand for admission; 
and the very liberal anm which the benevolence of the Gk>v- 
emment has granted for the can and matntenanoe of the In- 
sane, has, no doubt, been the eanse of Inducing many penons 
to sa>d old and chronle oasea to the Asylum — eaeea which 
would and onght to have r«nalned under the oare of their 
friends. 

As we very properly an relieved from any responsibility 
oonnected with the admission of the patients, we are not 
prepared to say that the admission of these aged and Inflrm 
peiacns has been to the exclusion of reeent and enrable 
eases. 

Having emstantly felt the want of eorreet Infonnatlon 
on the «tat« and condition of the paUoits, preWona to their 
admlaalon into the A^him, the GorenuiMnt, on the requisi- 
tion of yonr Board, directed that e«di application for admia- 
aioffl should be accompanied by aniwen to certain queries; 
among which the principal were on the form in whidi ths 
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iiuuiil^ manUeBted lUeU; iU Icnomi or mppoaed wiuai tha 
duration of the diiaM o ; uid It* pnAable hendituy taint. 

The knowledgB of thcM (acta U of extreme bnportaiwa to 
UB, aa well in the trcatmeiit of the dtefnan aa in ai*^^ii»*g ua 
to aniTe at ai^ reliable atatiatioal reault. We regret to aay 
that the intentions of the Government and of ;four Board have 
been very imperfectly earried out; as during the past year, 
out of the 143 patient* admitted, answers to these queries 
have only been furnished In 3S cases. 

like canaes of insani^, aa given In the ordinary statisti- 
oal tables of asylums, are very numerous. Many of these 
causes, however, may fairly be ooiuudered rather as efleeta. 

The rural population of this province is partieularly ex- 
empt from most of the cauaea which are supposed to Indnoe 
inaani^; th^ are not only free from want, or fn»n a atmggla 
for the means of existenc«s but they are mostly proprietors. — 
Ih^ are free from those disturbing religious feelingi whieh, 
in the United States, are stated to be a proliflo cause of in- 
ssniQ'. They are an extremely moral people, and tree from 
that secret vtoe which is so prevalent in other countries; 
which, without doub^ weakens and dwtroys the mind, and 
of which we have so many deplorable cases in the Asylum. 
Intemperance, one of the most eommm causes, and one which 
existed in great force a few years ago, is now happily ban- 
ished in a great degree fimn the country, and confined prin- 
dpalfy to the cities and their neighborhood. We have rea- 
son to believe Intemperance to be a fruitful source of in- 
sanity: in stating this to be our opinion, we feel compelled, 
a* medical men, to state broadly and unequivocally our 
reascms t(» It 

It is a well-known law of the n-Trima.! eotmomy, that any 
or^n or organs unduly excited, snSer, in consequence, a pro- 
portiffliate degree of del>llity or exhansticm. 

It is well known that the due performance of the func- 
tions (d the brain depend on the healthy state and oonditlon 
erf the digeatlve organs. It is well known that the efleet of 
intoxicating drinin is to disturb the digestive functions, and 
eausa disease of the orpns. Independently of ibis refiex 
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Mtion npoD the brain, the efleet of intoxioatbig diinki In 
InunedUtolf disturbing the (nuetiona of Um Imun itMlf, ia too 
obrion* to r«quin mnj lUtcnMnt of oun to give It fore*. Aa 
this nniutural and nnhcalthy ■timuliia acts bo mrely and ao 
injurioiuly on the digestive organa, it acta more anrelf, more 
■peedilf, and more Injurioiulf, en tbe brain and nervona 

There Is one cause, and one vhldL we hare reaaon to 
believe, la on the inereaae in this province; ric, hereditai; 
taint. In the absenoe of reliable returns, we are not pro- 
pared to aay in what proportion of oases thia oauae operates. 
We have ample proof that it does operate, and to a veij con- 
aiderable extent. We have alreadj Stated that, during th« 
past year, we have received answers in 36 oMe* onlyt to the 
quoation "whether inaanity was known to exist in (fee fam- 
ily T" In twelve of theae it la oertlfled that inaanity had 
manlfeated itaeU In the parenta or in the immediate blood re- 
lations. — Nothing ia more certain Uian that the physical and 
mental qualities of parents are tranamltted to their ebildroi; 
this is equally true with reepect to the transmission of their 
tendencies to specific and well-deflned diseaaes. Thia fact la 
well known to agriculturlats, and is acted upon by them in 
the selection or rearing of their stodt; although th^ them- 
selves, like the community in general, form matrimonial tiea 
without any reference to Hit purity of blood or tendcoicy to 
diarnae in their tamiliea. 

There are now in the Asylum: — ^Mother and dao^ters; 
brothera; siatera; brothera and alatera. 

With respect to thia hereditary taint, it ia remained by 
Dr. Ray, one of the most acute observers In the United States, 
that, "of all the physical causea of inaanltj, none should be 
more carefully heeded than this, because it is, at the sama 
time, the moat proMe and the moat eaaily avoided. 

Patients, however, were forced on tlie contractOTB 
in excess of tlie accommodaticoia. A board of Afiylom 
and Prison Inspection was created and their K^rts 
frmn the first complained of overcrowding. Nor was 



Digitized .yGOO^IC 



CABE OF THE INSANE 213 

the oomplaint easy to rraned; nnder the eootraot eya- 
tem, eqiecially as the QoTemment never obl^^ated 
itself to bay the real estate of the contractor at the 
teiminaticHi of a contract. The seotHid contract for 
seven years was renewed for ten. The qnotati(»is 
from the managers* early reports refer to the on- 
profitable tenns of the contract, which I think al- 
lowed 37% coits per day for feeding, clothing and 
housing each patient, and providing medical and 
nursing attendance. The buildings erected were nse- 
less for any other purpose. To relieve the over- 
crowding the Richardson residence, where the present 
men's building now stands, to the east of the orig- 
inal property, was converted into very incommodious 
overflow qnarters for men. The central building in 
1862-63 was torn down and rebuilt with two addi- 
tional stories: and two square three-story structures 
flanked the front of the building, conuntmicating 
with it and the old wings. Bat these were palpably 
insufficient and the overcrowding, as the jails were 
emptied into the A^lnm, became insufferable. Mat- 
ters became more and more intolerable whraL Con- 
federation happened to be under discussion. The 
two provinces of Upper and Lower Canada were still 
under one government. John Macdonald and Etienne 
Cartier were virtually joint premiers. My father 
sad Dr. Landry met them, and they promised a re- 
newal of the contract for ten years, if another large 
building to aocommodate the men were erected. They 
were about starting for England on their Gonfedera. 
tion mission and oould not discuss details. Bat npon 
their assurance of a renewal of the contotct the men's 
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bailding ma commenced. The A^ylnm came un- 
der the control of Hod. Wm. McDongfalL He was 
an able man, but <»ily too glad if anyone would re- 
liere him from -work. This the Hon. Hector Loogeoin 
waa only too willing to do, and therefore the details 
of the contract were tamed over to him. He imme- 
diately BOggested certain modifleatifms. One was 
Ukat the resident phytdeian should be appointed by 
Qovemment. This my father objected to, as it wOTild 
introdace divided aathority into the household. The 
proposal waa modifled to the appointment by Govern- 
ment of the medical iiiq>ector to be paid by Uie 
eontractor. The Qovemment however did not accept 
OF reject the dietary nor the general rules of the 
establishment, but left all these qoesticHis on whidi 
loss or profit depended, considering the scanty mar- 
gin avulable, open to tiie decision of the Inspector. 
It waa evident, thereftwe, that the medical contrac- 
tors, committed to an expenditure of about $120,000 
CD t^ new building, ooold be placed at any mo- 
ment in a very precarious financial pontion. Mac- 
donald and Cartier, when appealed to, were too 
bu^y with imperial ctmcema to interest themselves in so 
trivial a matter. There was nothing left but to sign 
the contract under protett, though it was perfectly 
well understood that the protest was not worth the 
paper it waa written on. Dr. B<7, a great friend of 
Father Bolduc, the Chaplain to the A^lom, and of 
M. Cauchon, then in both the Federal and Provininal 
PariiamentB, was appointed government visiting 
pl^eian. 
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Tbe new ecmtrset worked withont fricti<ni; but we 
perfectly undentood that to the local goveniment and 
the Church wj father was not a persona grata, and 
that from some qoarter or other overtnres of par- 
chase would be made. On Mba eve of my fatiier's de- 
partnre fw Europe in the fall of 1865, Mr. 
Joseph Cancbon came to an AHylmn ball with the in- 
tention of broaching the snbject to him, but they did 
not meet. Soon after he had sailed, M. Canchon 
approached me. Knowing that retirement from the 
oontract was inevitable, and that nnleas we retired 
gracefully we would be compelled to retreat with 
loss, I in my father's absence agreed with M. Caucfaon 
to sell one-half at what the lauded property, the 
buildings and the stores on hand originally eost, the 
valuation to be determined by Mr. Vineellette, the 
Superintendent and Treasurer of the A^lum, There 
was no concealm»[it during the negotiations as to H. 
Oauehon being the porchaser, but the deed vas made 
in Dr. Roy's favor and he signed it. My father's 
other quarter was bought by Dr. Landry at $10,000, 
lees than ita equivalent value, because of an option 
to repurchase which my father in hig generosity had 
^ven to the widow of bis old partner. Dr. Fremont, 
in favor of any one of his sons who might be quali- 
fied to fill his father's place. That ultimately Dr. Boy 
claimed to own M. Canchon 's interest and that M. Cau- 
ehon was obliged to reedgn his seat in the local legis- 
lature for illegally holding a contract under govern- 
ment, were matters of public record. To myself per- 
sonally retirement from the Asylum was a great grief. 
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I bad been tmofflmally for mmtal yean enga^ted in 
its management and waa studying medicine to qualify 
myself to be my father'a partner and aneceesor. I 
had been bronght up among the insane and was fcoid 
of them and bad acquired that tact which is ao es- 
sential to their management. 

Dr. Soy and after Dr. Landry's death, his aoa, 
though not a physician, carried on the contract till 
1893, when the property and the contract were tran*- 
ferred to the Siatera of Charity. Thus the insane 
returned to the oare of a religioua order after the 
l^se of more than half a century. During that half 
century the treatment of mental diseases had kept 
pace with the progress of medicine and surgery, and 
none were better qualified than the good sisters to 
avail themselTes of the homanitarian method which 
had displaced the older barbarous practices.* 

For some years before my father's inT(duntary re- 
tirement from the Asylum the contract had been 
profitable. The increase in the number of patients 
had coincided with the great drop in the price of all 
provisiuis due to the War of Secession and the hij^ 

The Dailjf TeUgnph of April S, 18B8, In Its Moount of the 
negotiation* between the Sietera of Clufi^ and tbe Pn>- 
prietort pat the priee paid for the Aj^lim at S42B,000, a enm 
greatly In exeeae of what Ur. Canehon and Di. Landij paid 
for it, thongh in tlie interral they had not ereeted vtj large 
addJtiona. The Teltgrapk give* the eontraot priee per head 
aa only tlOO per aanntn. The Gorenunent appointa the med- 
ical (taff and the medical treatment la taken oat of tlw 
eootrol of the eontradwa, who have merely to feed, elothe 
and lodge tlM Inmatee. 
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price of gold. If I recollect aright, onr calenlstitHU 
had heen based on floor at $7.00, and it dropped to 
$1.00, and of pork at $20.00 or $21.00, and it dropped 
to $7.00 or $8.00 a barrel. Bnt except during that 
limited period of time, the profttB were not eom- 
mensorate to the risk and the labor. 

This whole etovy of the buyii^ and selling of a 
sacred public trust, and the calculation of profits 
from the treatment of the most helpless of all af- 
flicted creatnres, is in itself an unanswerable argvL- 
ment against farming out the insane. 

In their report for 1873 the Proprietora discuss in 
great detail the economy of the farming out system 
as compared with that of State control. Tbey aaj; 
"In virtue of a contract between the Provincial Gov- 
ernment and the Proprietors of the Asylum of Que- 
bec, the insane are treated in this establishment." 
"Under the arrangement the Oovemment engages to 
supply 650 patients to the asylum, and in case more 
than tliat number have to be provided for, up to any 
reasonable number, they must be received at a lower 
price." 

"The Asylum contains at present nearly 800 par 
tients, for each of which the Qovemment pays $143.00 
per year. Under tiie new contract there will be 
<mly 650 patients for which the Government will pay 
$143.00; the surplus will cost the Government only 
$132.00 per head." 

The proprietors then proceed to compare the price 
paid by the Quebec Government with the cost ot 
maintenance per patient in the United States and 
Europe. Tbey arrived at the following ^nres: 
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England — — ^122.20 per year per patient. 
France — — ♦ISe.SS " *' " " 
United States - ♦257.40 
Canada— Toronto Axyixnn. — $131.75 

London " — 129.24 

Bockwood " — 143.00 

St Johns, New Bmnswick — 111.76 

Halifax, Nora Scotia — 186.64 

St. John, Quebec — 265.85 

Quebec — — 108.00 

Tbe figure named, $108.00, does not eorrespond 
with the old ccmtraot price, nor with what is under- 
stood to be die contract price of today, $116.00. If 
it represents the actaal cost to the contractors, it 
shows too small a mai^n on a contract price of 
$116.00, and too lat^ a mai^n on a contract of 
$132.00. In comparing prices the fact must be taken 
into consideratim that the cmtractors have to provide 
buildings, which are not incladed in the maintenance 
cost of institations supported by QoTWumait. 

The table however illnstratea the weakness of the 
contract system from any other point of view than 
economy. If the insane are farmed oat, every econ- 
omy has to be exercised by the contractor, and he 
has to calculate how cheaply he can support his es- 
tablishment in order to make as much money as he 
conscientiously can, instead of oonsidering what im- 
provements in constniction or internal economy he 
can introduce which would add to the comfort or the 
sanitary wellbeing of his patients. That the Quebec 
Lunatic Asylum is run at less cost than any other 
is a damaging admission, even admitting that the 
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Btandard of living of the French Ganftdlan hdbitani 
is not high. It means that either there is nnneces- 
sary extravagance everywhere else, or nnjoBtifiable 
eecmomy at Beanport The other insane asylnms in 
the Province of Qnebec receive the same allowance 
per patient aa the Beanport ABylom, but the Verdnn 
Protestant Asylum is onder a board of managers, 
and no profit is made ont of the care of the inmates. 
In the ease of this Protestant Asylum, public sub- 
scriptions supplement the Government grant to an 
amount which enables the management to expend on 
the patients an amount approaching $200.00 per head. 
The more the Qovemment beats down the contractor, 
the more he is compelled to meet the cut by econo- 
mies which must be made ont of the wellbeing of 
the patients; and if additional buildings have to be 
erected, they must almost inevitably be planned and 
constructed with the view to cheapness rather than 
the highest hygienic principles and perfect safety 
from fire. Dr. Tuke in 1884 visited the Asylums of 
Ontario and Quebec. The State conducted Asylum 
of Ontario received his commendatory notice; the 
Asylums at Longue Pointe and Beanport he consid- 
ered a disgrace. He ends his criticism as follows: 
"The Proprietors only receive $11.00 per head per 
month for maintenance and clothing.* The system 
involves the probability of their being sacrificed to 
the interests of the Proprietors. It has the disas- 
trous tendency to keep the dietary as low as possible, 
to lead to a deficiency in the supply of clothing and 

*The amonnt now paid to only tB.U, 
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to a minimani of attmcUnti, thiu ludooiDg a want 
of proper attention to the patienti and an exoeaDTe 
resort to meehanioal reatrainti, isstead of the indi- 
vidoal peisonal oare vhioli ia ao needful for their 
happineM and the prcnnotion of tiior reooTeiy< I 
oonaider that the uomber of attendants in gooh. an 
aajrlom should not be leas than one to seven instead 
of one to fifteen; and that a higher elav should be 
obtained b; giving higher wages." 

In 1887 a Boyal OKnmiaaion was ^pointed to in- 
vestigate the lunatio aatrlnms of the Ftorinoe. It 
reported in the following year. The following ez- 
traot is made from the Morning ChronicU't eon- 
densation of the Beport : 

Tha Wooisn's Hoqiltal ma Inapeetad bj tlw CommiMloii- 
•n, and tliajr. It miut be oonfMiad, foimd muoh to erltieiie. 
"In tha tnBrmarj Uiare ware man; dalaota to noUoa. Tha 
light and vantiUtion w«t» fonod U> ba defeetiTa, and aren 
patianU aoffaring maralf from tamporaij illnaaa remain in 
the infinuu]' sU the time. All the ward*, with the fs- 
Mption of Noa. 18 and 14, wUdi are rimpljr deplonbl^ an 
fairljr veU kept. Ward* IS and U an in the tt^ atoiT, 
and the roof ma^ ba tonehed with the hand. The patlanta 
are aimplr in pena. The dormltoriee reeerred for tbe better 
daaa of patiente are in a eatiefactory eondition and are kept 
olaan. The mattrBeeta are made <rf ;atra.w. Putting it 
mildly, tha CommlMionera Mf that much la left to be wished 
for In the oella, eapeoiaJlj in tboae erf tha uncleanly patiente. 
The bedetead* are of wood or Iron. Many of the dormitoriea 
are orercrowded, and there ia not eufiSdent apaoe In thun 
to eneore the comfort of the patient*. The hatha and priviM 
are badly kept and in gsneral are dirty. The paticnta are 
permitted to etay In them an unaeeeeaarUy long tlma. n« 
ordinary rafeotoriea are large, airy and well lifted. Tha 
patiente are allowed apofma only *t their niaala, and of 
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eontM, 11UU17 (rf tbem eat with their flngera. The patlenta 
•fe bmried too much «t their meali, and eomplaiikts are in- 
dioat«d of the Inattention of ke^Mn. The food anppUed 
aeeroa to be atrocloua. It ia Indifferent in qnalily, lacking in 
quantity and not •offlelentlj raried. A dedded improre- 
ment in the food aupplled to the unfortunate inmatM i* 
nrgmtly dsnuuided. Thoogh the dotblng of the female pa* 
tienU ie prettj good aa a rule, the ConunlMlonera found that 
in certain wards, there waa modh to be dceired in tjila re- 
apect. The oella are too nnmerona, and are back to bade 
Thej have no windowa. Light oalj eomea in trcmi the eor- 
rldora by email openinga made in the doora or from above. 
Again eomplaint ie made of the inenfBdenoy of li^t and 
vratltation. All the warda are orererowded, and the cur- 
able and Incurable patienta, are mixed np together, with the 
patlenta euffering from chronic mania, and those affected 
with dementia and other einular diseaaea. This system, the 
Comraisatoners rightly condemn as serious obstaelea in the 
waj of curing those snseeptible of enre. During their visit, 
the Comtnlssionera saw many paticnia nuder meana of i*- 
attalnt, and this rMtralnt appeared to be In exoeeslve use. 
Profaabljt on this point the keepers could be interrogated with 
advant^e. On visiting tbe men's hospital at the Beanport 
Aayhun, the Commissioners found matters very mudt as th«j 
found them In the female department. Bad Tentilation, im- 
perfect light, itith, infections amells, absolutely bad hygienic 
condition of the rooraa, poor food, scanty appliances, over- 
crowding of the cells, dirty and Ill-clothed patients, Ae., 
proved the rule rather than the eioeptlon. As a rule the 
kMpen can neither read nor writ«. They are not properly 
dremed, and the pay they receive Is InadeqnatSL Tba 
ni|^t service ia bad and Inadequat«. Uany of the pa- 
tienla have no winter clothing and thia compela the 
keepers to force them to remain indoors durlngs the eold 
weather. Many of the patienta never go out at all, aolely 
because they have no clothes to wear. In summer, the pa- 
tients go out in an enclosed courtyard every day, ^le court- 
yard for the men, however, is unsuitable, because, after a 
rain storm, it takes two days before it gets dry moa^ for 
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the patients to tue it. Then »Te too tew keepen to iook 
■fter ftU the patient*. Though i^iatnitloR ot aU oww (tf 
rwtraint to *1ippo»ed to be kept, the Coauniisianen have ivm- 
■on to believe that the regutere are not regulkrly kept. 
Tba enbfo tpace allowed c««h patient Id the donnitoriM and 
oelli to below the aTen^fe." Thli feaTfnl cochitdt of the waf 
things are managed at the Beanport Aaflnni, wiU awaken 
in the brcaata of all men and women, feellngi (rf the greateat 
Indignation. We will return to this report again. In the 
meantime, there is food for refleetlMi in what we publish 

to^r- 

Prenunably manj ot these Bhortcomings eompluned 
of have been remedied. Bat the boildmgs vonld 
have to be rebuilt to bring them up to the level of 
modem reqnimnents. And no matter what die con- 
ditions are today, the defects mentioned are inci- 
dental to the viciooa system of fanning ont, and 
will continae in a more or leas a^ravated degree aa 
long 88 the system continues to be adopted. 

No stronger argoment againat the farming ont 
system could be used than the plea of Sister M. da 
Bedemptear, Superioress of the Sisters of Charily, 
who own the Longue Pointe Asylum. She says in 
the Report for 1907 to the Impectors of Prisons and 
Insane Asylums of the Province of Quebec : 

The year IMT has made ns feel, yet more than in preflons 
years, the Insnfflcieney of the indenmitj we meelTe fmn the 
gorenmient. 

All things neeeasary to life have attained prices almost 
prohibltiTe for as. We had to retrench on all side* in spit« 
of our .wish to do otherwise. We had even to disoontinne the 
regular use of the eleotrio tramway, connecting our main - 
establishment with the Tillsge of Longus Fointo, neat iri>kh 
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JB Ste Th^rtae residence and dependendea, St. Isidore Resi- 
dence and the wharves. 

nie need of enlarging is more and more felt. We bAve 
now temporarj dispels which occupy space that might be 
devoted to the patients. 

For that, we would have to build; but the enormous debt 
weiring on our sbonldeis prevents us. Not a cent have we 
been able to pay jet on the million dollars borrowed for the 
oonstruotion of our present building. 

We are sailed to follow the progresses made in the care of 
the insane even to anticipate them. Nothing pleases us more 
than to improve and improve crastantly; but we must have 
the means and that is what we laek. We have a petiti<Hi be- 
fore the government setting forth these things and we are 
trusting always that this petition will have the effect In 
the meantime we enffer. 

The Gorenunent seems to flatter itself that the 
cost of board per head per annum is only $112.00. 
It should be ashamed of admitting that its onfor- 
tmiate insane are supported and treated at such an 
insufficient sum, and that as a consequence the di- 
rectors of asylunu have to admit that they cannot 
"follow the progresses made in the care of the in- 
sane" by reason that they "must have the means, 
and that ia what they lack." The Sisters of C!harity 
may be the most efficient managers of insane asy- 
lums, but the hospital should be supported by Gov- 
ernment, and kept up to the standard of the highest 
therapeutic efficiency. Under the present contract 
system, whose highest rectHmnendatioo is that the 
cost to the Province per head is less than ia expended 
on the insane by any other civilized c<»mnnnity in 
the world, the only conclusion to be drawn is that 
either the contractors or the patients are being 
starved. Which is itt Perhaps both! II 
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CHAPTER IX 
iiT »thbb'b raxta»—BkSK ahd inbaki 
M7 father had frienda among the Boman Catholio 
olei^. He folly appreciated their herouan, aa 011I7 
those can, who, like him, aee their devotion to duty, 
especially in seascoia of pestilence. When the typhoi 
fever epidemic, which followed the Irish famine, 
filled the Marine Hospital, and it« tanporary sheds 
to overfiowing, with dying emigrants and aeamoi, he 
could not hat admire the spirit of martyrdom, which 
nerved the priest to hreathe the very breath of 
death, when receiving the last confession, before ad- 
ministering eztrone nnction. Bat he did diaapprove 
of and reprobate in most nnambigoons temia the 
endeavors made by the same priests to gather into the 
fold, at the last moment, when conBcioasaeas, or at 
least volition, had departed, Protestants who woold 
have died rather than wittingly renounce their faith. 
Enveigling moribond Protestants into the Choroh 
was after all as mnch an act of duty, on the part of 
the priests, and, considering the risk they ran, eqoalty 
heroic, as the mach vaunted courage of the renowned 
Jesnit Fathers Joqnee and Goapil in jeopardizing 
their Uvea to save the aonls of bvqiida babies. Bat 
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though die ut of the Qaebeo priests, committed 
within the stone walls of the Hospital, may not have 
differed in kind from that of the Jesnit mifisionsrieB, 
when they watched their opportonit? to b^tize nn- 
obserred the Mohawk babies, my father's views of 
fair play made him oppose the (me even though he 
may have regarded with admiration the otiier. He 
of course believed that the priests' performance was 
supremely innocnons to the individual operated on; 
but he had witnessed once the horror with which a 
Scotch Presbyterian, cm wakening to the last short 
glimpse of cffliscioua life, which is sometimes vouch- 
safed to the dying, learnt that he had become a 
Roman. And he knew how harrowing it was to the 
feelings of sDrvivors to hear that their lost ones had 
forsaken the faith of their fathers. 

The priest above all others whom he most en- 
joyed was Father MacMahon of St. Patrick's Church, 
probably because they both possessed to a high de- 
gree the faculty of telling and appreciating a. good 
story. Father MacMahon was one of the Lever type 
of Irish priests, who ruled the boisterous elements 
of his congr^ation witli blows, when words could no 
longer be heard. He was a great favorite with the 
men to whom his skill in handling the stick and his 
ready wit aideared him ; while the women wonhipped 
him for his great charity, his kindly interest in 
everyOTie's joys and sorrowB, and his homely elo- 
quence. He always spoke to the point, but of course 
reserved his greatest oratorical efforts for St Pat- 
rick's Day, when he preached a political sermon, full 
of allusions, that stirred Hie suse^tible hearts of 
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hia countrymen and drew a Strong of the hated 
Saxons, all his e:ood friends, who came to hear their 
villainotu deeds deacribed in sach harsh warm 
terms by the warmhearted priest. We had a cook, 
"Old Norah." She was always "Old Norah," for 
afae never knew her own age. She was "Old Norah" 
v4ien she came to ns in 1842, and was "Old Norah" 
when we left her in Canada in 1875. She monmed 
for Father MacMahon when he died, with a pathetio 
grief. She held any priest, even a French priest, in 
reverence, bat her devotion to Fatiier MacMahon was 
as far removed from mere saperstitioas reverence as 
from that sickly sentimentality with which Protes- 
tants sometimes regard a popniar divine. It was a 
tender personal attachment, etherialized by the vener- 
ation in which she held him for his spiritaal office, 
and his supposed exaltation, by reason of that office, 
above the weaknesses of hnnumily. In conne of 
time the French Archbishop saw fit, perhaps wisely, 
to place St. Patrick's congregation onder the Be- 
demptorist Fathers. The St Patrick's parsonage 
under their austere mie was no longer the house of 
genial hearty wdcome it had been under Father 
MacMahon and his succeasor; and its kitchen ceased 
to be the place of adjournment for as many of the 
congregation ss could crowd into it frmu the c^nin^ 
after mass. Old Norah reverenced the monks, but 
file never loved them like her old Father. By tiieir 
strict discipline and temperance the Redemptorists 
did good work, bnt by methods less tangible tban 
those of the jovial yet iirascible parish priest. 
"Father MaeMahoo'a poet»eript" is to this day s 
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well nudentood armament One of Ma psriBhioima 
Tent to bim with a grierance which the good father 
waa not inclined to admit Failing to pemiade him, 
the angry man threatened to reaort to the Bidu^, 
and if the Bidiop woold not right hia wrong*, to 
appeal to the Pope. Father MacMahon liatened to 
the tirade, wiaeh wai fanned into violoioe by the 
priest's apparently oool indifFerence. When it had 
exhatuted iti^, he led the angry member of hia 
flock, whiefa never contained many lambs, to tiie door, 
kieked him with one bound into the street and bade 
him pnt that into the postaoript of hia letter to the 
Pcqw. 

Another figure of those long gone by d^s pre- 
sents itself, whom my father hdd in highest este^n. 
It vtm Bishop Mountain of the Ohoroh of England. He 
was in pcntm like a geometrical line — ^length withont 
breadth, and his lean figure, its leannesB eza^erated 
by hia ecclesiastical oostome, swiped and waved, as 
he walked, like a willow sapling in tiie breeze. His 
life in its sample piety, and extended labors, recalled 
that of sach medieval misBionaries as St. Bonifaee. 
His diocese covered the whole American Ctmtinent^ 
north of the TTnited States Boondaiy. Few if any 
even of the Hndson Bay Agents have travded by 
eanoe a greater nmnber of miles than he on hia 
episo^Mil visitationB to &» wilds of Ae North West 

The Cathedral in those good old times was presided 
over by Dr. Madd^ the very beau ideal, in com- 
fortable corpolence, dignity of bearing, and general 
enltnre, of an English Beetor before Posyiam en- 
tered between the old order of things and the new. 
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He also has gems to hii rest But as impcotant • 
personage in the Cathedral as the Bisht^ or the Bee- 
tor, was the orgaiuBt, dear <dd Mr. Codman. He was 
built np of nerres. He might have served for Ho- 
garth's enraged murici&n. I have been mOi. him 
in the oi^an loft when his exertions at the foot 
pedals diook down the railings and cortauis about 
onr ean. This added anger to ecstasy, and in 
the fury that followed he wrecked the loft, and dam- 
aged the organ, till pedal after pedal and k^ after 
hey refused to respond to his kicks and his blows. 
I was dismayed but the charity childroi safe in the 
gallery above ns, enjc^ed the fan. He was beard- 
less, almost hairless, the veins coursing red across 
his cheeks. When angry he stamped, and strode 
among his papils and the dnmb pianos, storming at his 
piq)ils, and threatening corporal violence. When 
plessed his delight was almost aa nnboonded, and 
his sheer artistic frenzy so carried him aws^ that 
once be kissed before his olass a pretty pupil. When 
be laaghed eveiy limb and mosole joined in the mer- 
riment, and a joke always tamed the tide of his 
anger into laoghter; I am ashamed to say that we 
went to class prepared to take advantage of this 
weakness. Whenever we anticipated a stonn of onr 
own raifflng, we could always calm the tempest 1^ 
recalling a hon-^not of my father, who passing him 
once when working in his garden, commended him 
for enjoying his "otium own digging potatiei." He 
died in 1851, suddenly, without any symptom of 
disease, glad to escape what he dreaded more than 
death, lunacy. He knew that he stood on that mi- 
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d^ned line, between unify and innnify, a line no 
alienist hai been able to draw. 

One oon^>iouona flipire remains of my father's (dd 
foienda, and he was hig eloaeat and tmest for man 
than half a oentoiy. He was the only man my faths 
looked to for advioe and hia adviee waa oftoi fol- 
lowed. I refer of ooiuae to Dr. Cook of St Andrews. 



From the date of his retirement from general 
practice in 1851 till 1866, when he sold the Asylum, 
iti management and extension claimed moat of hia 
time and thought 

There never was a medical saperintendent more 
beloved by his patienta than waa he. They called 
him in all sincerity their father. When he watt 
through tiie warda they clostered roond him lilu 
children. He hod a kind word for all. He poa- 
seased that rare tact ao esaential to all who would 
control the insane, of throwing them off the aoent 
of their false fancies, without contradicting and ir^ 
ritating them. However irritable he himself might 
be with people accounted sane, he never lost his tem- 
per with those admittedly insane. In his medical 
treatment he put little faith in drugs aa apecifically 
curative agenta in mmtal disease. His rdiance waa 
on the vw mgdicatrix naturat. Strengthened by his 
anrgioal experience of her marvelous regenoratiTe 
powers in repairing injured organs, he was perhaps 
too akeptical as to the efflcaciea of drugs in restoring 
disturbed functicms. "Whether rightly or wrongly, 
he was exposed to their admioistration when intended 
to act directly on the nervoos ^stem. He confined 
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hia treatment to maintaining his patients in as per- 
fect a state ot health as possible, osd directing their 
thoaghts Irom their diseased channels by woi^ and 
amnBements. The Thnrsday evening ball began with 
tlie opening of the Asylum, and be never failed to 
attoid it himself. The ball was sapplemented latterly 
by an additional weekly entertainment, consisting of 
a concert, a magic lantern exhibition or of theatricals, 
in which some of the patients took part 

And like all who have had to do with those help- 
less, ovei^^wn children of God's afflicted family, 
he was not only keenly interested in their treatment, 
but deeply attached to many of them. The insane 
often reciprocate ardently kindness and sympathy; 
and by a peculiar perversion of instinct, transfer to 
the guardian, intrusted with their care, the affections 
which they lose for those whom they once loved, snd 
who by family ties should claim their attachment. 

But of course, as among the men and women who 
are by general consent assigned a place on the ra- 
tional side of that ambigaons boundary, which divides 
society into sane and insane, most are uninterest- 
ing and commonplace, so, among the inmates of on 
asylum, those who display marked characteristics are 
in the great minority. On the other hand not a few, 
especially of the gentler s^ who ore subject to attacks 
of periodical mania, rise during the paroxysm to a 
plane of intellectual brilliancy, as well as magniflc«it 
facial expreasiveaiess, which transf <»ms them into more 
exalted beings than when in their normal conditiMi. 
Th^ do not quite forget the ecOtssy, when restored to 
placidity. They even seem stnaetames to remember 
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it with ngret One is reminded by thew euet of 
the temporary elevatioD to whieh passioii raiMi or- 
dinary folk, who are not inmates of an aaylnm. 

Bat while eommoDplaoe ia the rule, the eeoen- 
tridty of thon^t among the clever insane ia often 
startling. One of onr patienta had been a preacher, 
tboogh not of any reoognized denomination, and be 
called bimsdf the Prophet of the North. He had 
in hia satchel a nomber of newt^aper dippings, de- 
scribing his adTcntnres. He had girt himself with a 
sword to ^ify the Sword of the Spirit, and this 
had gotten him occasionally into tronble, thon^ it 
was a rery rusty, harmless implement Then he 
had more than onoe acoq;>ted the call to diseoss eer" 
tain religioTu aabjects, at pablio assemblies, and bad 
actually in hia innocence taken the invitationa lit- 
erally ; and been roughly handled, becanse he innsted 
on propounding hia views— all of which departures 
fnmi conventional usagea had landed him in Ward 
No. 1. He did not resent the ctrnflnement, but ac- 
cepted it aa philoaophioally aa another of hie fdlow 
patients, who, believing in the mle of the majority, 
recognized that the world thonght one way and he 
another, and that nnmbera being decidedly against 
him, the world very properly used its power to put 
bim, where he could not, by ai^ poasibilityf pnt the 
world. The Prophet had in his face all the shrewd- 
ness of a Yankee, accentuated by the animation of 
a fanatic; and his sayings were sometimes clever. 
Diaconing the history of Abraham, he insisted that 
circnmstanoee altered cases; for Abraham once, con- 
sidering himself nnder a divine command to C(BU- 
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mit murder, was about to kill hia boh when bis hand 
waa atay ed. The act waa accormted to him for right- 
eonmeaB; bnt if he had lived in these days, what 
wonld have happened T Sarah woold h&ve sworn 
out ft warrant, would have had him adjudged insane 
and incarcerated him in an aiylam. The intention 
would have been accoonted anything but righteousness. 
The eonmient was made in no irrerfflrent spirit, and it 
conTeyed ft truth. Again animadverting on the am- 
biguity of philosophical and theological language, I 
recollect his s^ing that people talked of latent truth 
in the Bible and physioista talked of latent heat in 
a snowball— but how many snowballs would it tahe 
to heat an orent 

Another patient, whoae great burly figure and 
good-natured, smiling face made him a conspicuous 
personality in our little communis, woiled in l^e 
blacksmith shop. He was one of that large class of 
inoapables who are neither feeble in mind nor in 
body, and yet lack the initiatiTe which enables them 
to care for themselves in this busy, pushing world. 
There are many of them out of, who would be hap- 
pier and cost the world less were they in, an asylum. 
Poor Carry one Inckleaa iay attracted the attentimi 
of the CcnnniiBaioners, who considered that if he were 
able to do good blackamithing for the institution he 
could support himself by bis trade, and so he was 
discharged. Ere long the medical superintendent 
of the aiQrlum was called upcm to sit on a lunai^ 
case. Curry had enlisted in the army, and was 
found so irTe^)onsible to military rule that the army 
<^cers came to the correct oonduaon that the refras- 
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tory reemit was innne. So he Tetamed, jubilant aa 
s Bchool-boy releaaed for his vaoatioD, to the asyltun. 
Some time afterwards he disappeared ; no trace could 
be found of him ; bat after the lapse of about three 
weeks he reiq)peared, very thin and very tired and 
veiy hnngry, but very hs^py. He had had a dream 
that Hiere was a certain old lady in New England 
who could tell him aomething greatly to his advan- 
tage. So ofiF he tramped on foot some me hnndred 
and fifty miles into New England. Faiiiy arrived, 
he met on the publie road the very old lady who 
had appeared to him in bis dream. He told her 
who he was and of his visionB. She listened, pon- 
dered, gave bim a good dinner and advised him to 
retom by the way he had coma. I would have made 
a pilgrimage myself of one hnndred and fifty miles 
afoot to have met snch a dear, wise old lady I Carry's 
delusions by day or by night never again tempted 
him away from his refnge. 

Criminal lunacy has always been and alwaj^s will 
be a perplexing brandi of the science. There are 
cases which ctmunon sense can easily settle— others 
which no sense can satisfactorily solve. There was 
a girl in the aaylom, a qoiet, very intelligent, mod- 
est crestnre, cmunitted for drownii^ her sister's 
child in a well. She had lived till wcnnanbood in 
the world; seen the temptatifais which beset her sex; 
witnessed the baptism of her sister's child; believed 
it, by falsely interpreting the teaching of her ehnrch, 
to be sore of translation at once if sent to heavoi 
speedily before it omnmitted actoal sin; and there- 
fore she decided to act as intermediary between the 



Digitized .yGOOgle 



IfT FATHER'S FBIENDS 237 

priest tcai Paradise hy killing it withont dday. The 
courts eoold entertain no doubt as to her meroifnl 
motive; nevertbelen, thongh she reas(»ed and acted 
logically from her own premises, she was very prop- 
erly prevented from doing so again. 

A more donbtful acquittal, and yet perhaps as 
righteous a one, was that of old Corrig&n. He was 
in a tavern; bad drunk, but not to excess. He was 
refused more liquor by his friend, the saloonkeeper, 
and without further provocation he felled him with 
an ax. At all times subsequently to the murder he 
denied the faintest recollection of the act, and by 
no examination or croB-questioning could he be 
brought to commit himself to any admission which 
would imply memory of ttie occurrence. He was 
tamed over to our care, and a more harmless, benevo- 
lent old man never breathed. Hia affections were di- 
vided between flowers and children. He tended witli 
skill and care the former in the asylum windows, and 
as the only children on whtHn he could expend his 
more than paternal devotion were idiots, he devoted 
his life to the repulsive task of nursing them and re- 
lieving their wants. He knew why he was in durance 
and accepted the terrible inevitableneas of lifelong 
imprisonment among the insane without a murmnr, 
nor did he ever take advantage of any opportunity 
of esc^e. 

The great majority of our patients belonged to &e 
BtHnan Catholic Church, which may be one reason 
why the disease so seldom assumed the type of re- 
ligious mania. Pure religion never turned a human 
mind from the paths of sobriety, bat those paroj^sms 
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of morbid exeitcanen^ falsely culled rdigions rerrr- 
«lay which are nippowd to be most moocMfnl and 
gratefol to the Deit?, the greater the nranber of 
hyiterical pec^le Trho tall down in fiti, do indoee 
innni^. Thia form of ezeitation ia not pntetiaed 
hy the Boman Cathtdio Cihnreh.* But now and thea 
we had patienta who aet an example to their nner 
brethren. There was tme staoneh old Chmtian, who, 
■oandaliied by hia fellow-patienta gobbling down their 
food withoat aiking a bleaaing, alw^n atood in hia 
plaoe and said a Icmg graee. He aa invariably paid 
the penalty of hia religion, for tlie oeenpanta of ad> 
jaoent aeata, while he woa at hia derotiona, purloined 
BtRue of hia dinner. 

I go baok evety year to see my oH frienda. Of 
the 800 only two remain, bat of tlie fate of the de- 
parted I feel no anxiety, for the notions entertuned 
by peoples whom we oonnt leas oivilized than omv 
■elves, t^t the insane are the special objeets of 
God 'a kind providence, ia aaanredly true. 

The asylum is now owned and under die ohaige 
of the Sisters of Ohaiity. One of onr old patients 
was, when we resigned the managemttLt, sabject to 
fits of periodical mania, which with advancing age 
disappeared. "When I called to see my old friends, 
after a parting of nearly twenty years, dear old 
Ellen Cleary fell up«i my neck and kissed me. The 
lady superior most have been touched, bat the roles 
of her order evidently obliged her to tarn her back; 

'Ajnong the gnat hum* of wonUppen, tbough the «ortur 
of iU ulntJ te only another form of this abnurnud menUl 
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Hwu^ mf father lield hinwelf aloof from pcdi- 
tioa, he took an aotive part in the temperanoe moT»- 
meat. 

Earlr in hia profeosionBl career he warn horrifled 
by the examples he saw among hia friends of tiie 
degradinff effects of intemperance. He was in tlie 
habit of taking a glass of gin and water every even- 
ii^, bnt, returning frtaa a case of deliritun tremens, 
be ree^stered a silent tow to abstain from all alco- 
boUo stimulants. Daring the ^hos fever epidemic, 
wheu bia digesti<Hi became seriously impiured, he iook 
a glass of wine for his dinner, bat, barring this one 
exception, he adhered rigidly to hia self-imposed 
promise till after hia retirement from professional 
life. He was one of the most ardent iidTooates of 
teetotalism in Father Matthew's day, and innsted 
on laying down for othras strict temperanoe regnl&- 
tioiiB. 

"During many years," he said, "I had charge of 
the Smipcal wards of the Marine and Emigrants 
Hoapital. For oi^ent reasons I had obtained the 
passage of a mle prohibiting the nse of any intoxi- 
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flstii^ drink in the Hospital, ex(sept under the writ- 
ten prewription of the viaiting phyraciui. Instant 
discharge was the penalty of its infraction. M7 reg- 
ular visiting faonr during the week was at 10 A. M., 
and cm Snnday at 4 P. M. When however a ease 
occurred reqairin? partieular attention, I Tinted it 
at indifferent times. On one snch occasion, on enter- 
ing my private room for the purpose of leaving my 
hat and whip, I found the Steward and a Roman 
Catholic clet^yman drinking brandy and water. I 
addressed the priest in very plain terms. I dilated 
on the fact that he, the outto$ morum of the eom- 
mnnity, gave by his example, a sanction to a habit 
which he wdl knew had demwalized the Ho^ital 
and wae bringing hnndreda in the city to misery 
and to an untimely grave. He looked excessively 
indignant; he made no reply, bat snatching up his 
bat, be borriedly left the iq>artmcnt 

"Some years afterwards, after having given a lec- 
ture on temperance and an an&lyas of the intoxicat- 
ing drinks in common nse, I was waited apon by a 
very intelligent looking priest, who introduced him- 
self to me as Mr. Chiniqoy, the Car6 of Beanport 
He said that he believed his parish to be the most 
dmnken one in lower Canada, and that I would con- 
fer an obligation on him and do good, hy giving the 
same lecture and experiments to bis people. He re- 
marked to me that be thought I bad forgotten the 
occasion of my first interview with him, in the con- 
snlting room of the Marine Hospital. I was sor- 
prised and amnsed when he told me that he was the 
yoong priest to whom I had ^ven his first lecture on 
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total abstmemfie. He said that at the m«nent he had 
the greatest difflcoltf in restrammg MmBelf from a 
reply to wbat he ctmeidered an ontrageoTU attack npOD 
himself personally, and npon hia sacred character 
aa a prieet On going np Crown Street, hoverer, he 
said to himself, "The man is disrespectfnl, — he is 
however right, and I will never taste intoxicating 
drinks again.' He religiously k^t his word from 
tiiat mcment. I am satisfied that Mr. Chiniqny's ex- 
ertions in the canse of temperance have been the 
means of saving a moltitade of souls from perdition, 
and some thousands of bodies from an early grave. * 
"I have had occasion to admire Mr. Cbiniqny'a 
plnck and perseverance in the face of difflcnlties and 
obstacles, which to ordinary men would have been 
insnrmonntable. After my lecture and experiments 
at the Fresbyt^re, Mr. Chiniqny went to work among 
his parishioners with a will. He preached and ex- 
horted and threatened to bury the bodies of the in- 
temperate in nnctmsecrated ground among the sui- 
cides and those dying in mortal sin. He did effeet 
great and most salutary changea. Among others, he 
rendered travelling on the turnpike safe and pleas* 
ant, which previously, from the recklessness of 
drunken habitants was extremely dangerous. At one 
time I noticed people in their carts pasing along my 

* Titb«r Chiniqiir «as regvdsd u the Apoitle of Temper- 
UMS in IfOirar OMoadk, while Cnrfi of KinnrMfca (KamowMko) 
in ISM he pabliahed a very penua^ve plea in favor of ton- 
peiuiee and the organintioii of local Temperanee Soeietaea — 
under tbe title of Mannel da BAgUment de la 8oei«t< da 
Tamperanea. 
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beach from the town. I oonld not aeooimt for thnr 
doing MO, aa there was no traek and sometimes very 
great diCScnltr and danger fnnn the OTerflowing of 
the tide. Oo inqnirr I waa told that Mr. Chiniqny 
had eonverted all his parishioners to total abatinenoe, 
excepting a very few individuals who oonld not re- 
frain, whenever tbey went to town. Finding all his 
ezbortatioas, hia prayers and hia snpplicatiCHiB in 
their behalf of no avail, he had oome to the conoln- 
fion that they were nnder the direct dominim of the 
Devil, and that all that could be done for them was 
to pray for them. He therefore directed his parisb- 
itmert, whenever they met one of them on the road, 
to offer up a short pn^er in their behalf. This 
drove the onfortonate individuals off the road, and 
waa the means, or was said to be the means, of their 
ultimate conversion. Soon afterwards Canada was 
favored by a visit of the Roman Catholic Bishop of 
Kaney fn»a Franoe. He was a prelate of tush rank 
in the Church, a philosopher, a man of letters and a 
atannch advocate of total abstinence principles. Vtr. 
Chiniqny improved the occasion of his visit to 
Canada by inviting him to be preaent at the erectiwi 
of a monument in Beanport to commeminrate the fact 
that Ihere waa not one individoal in the parish 
known to nae intozieattng drinks. The monument 
was inaagnrated with great pomp and religions cere- 
monies. It is however a cnriona psychological fact 
that now, occanonally, a Tidbiiant, on his return from 
market, sees two mmnments, instead of a single <»ie. 
"Some time afterwards Father Ohiniqny left Can- 
ada to take the charge of a French colony in one of 
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the 'Western States. Since then hu conduct, his 
changes of opinicoi on religions matten and on othen^ 
are sabjects of local history. I have merely to state 
that since my first aeqoaintance with Mr. Chiniquy I 
have never known him to commit any act or deed, or 
titter anything inconsistent with his character as 
a minister o£ a Christian Church, and a sincere 
servant of God. It is rather significant that I never 
heard of his having oommitted any such act or deed, 
nntil after his change of opinion on religions matters 
and doctrines. 

"In recording these facts and recollecticBis I think 
it is quite proper to subjoin my last correspondence 
mib Mr. Chiniquy, and to say that it is interpo- 
lated in this journal and notes, which were written 
while I was confined to bed, with a broken leg. 

"Glenalla, May 1875. 
"My dear Siri — 

"Since my accident I have filled up an oecasioual 
hour in jotting down recollectionfi of my life and of 
the principal persona whom I have met, and been in- 
tereeted in. A late copy of the Witness has ro- 
minded me to send you those of my acquaintance 
and corresp<mdence with yon. If you have time and 
patience to read it, return it to me, with any notes 
or corrections yon may think it necessary to make. 
'Tempua edax rerum'; It hag eaten away my clear 
and distinct memories of the past I will be glad 
to have them refreshed by you. 

"TOOTB very truly, 

"(Sd) J. Douglas. 
"Bev. C. Chiniquy." 
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"McKitreal, 22iid May, 187S. 
"I>r. DoQfi^: 

"Yoar kind letter, witli your monoirs liave been 
handed to me by the Bev. Mr. Campbell, only two 
days ago, on my return h^e frcna lUincHa. 

"Eveiytbing corresponds well with my own memo- 
lies of that tim^ with the exception that I find in 
my daily memorandama that yoa had had the kind< 
neas to invite me a good many times to attend the 
aut^^aies of dead bodies of men and women, in the 
brain, Innga, nerves, etc, etc., of whom you made 
me observe the ravages of alkohol in the human 
frame. Ton ahw very Idndly put into my hands 
a good number of excellent boo^ written by the 
most learned men of England, France Qenoany and 
America, which entirely upset my former views 
about the use of wine, beer, etc I find in these me- 
moirs that after God it is to you that I owe the 
principIeB and science and lif^t which the good prov- 
idence of God has allowed me to scatter and sow all 
over Canada. 

"May the great Ghxl who has <dioaeu you as the in- 
strument of his mercies towards me and my dear 
countrymen, keep you still many years full of life 
and strength; and may be pour upon you and your 
family most abundant blessings in time and in eba- 
ni^. 

"Believe me, 

"My Dear Mr. Doi^Ias, 

"Tour forevw grateful friend, 

"(8d) 0. Ohiniquy." 
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Father Chiniqnr wrote m; faUier again in 1880 as 
follows: 

"Ste. Anne, Kankakee Co., niinois 
"Dr. Doof^ 15th October, 1880. 

"Very dear (Jd friend — 

"On my arrival here I have foand yoar kind letter 
of the 36th, inviting me to go to yimt yon at Phoe- 
nixriUe. Unfortunately when it came to Philadel- 
phia I was jnst gone to New York. I am bo sorry 
that I have misaed the pleasnre of seeing yon again. 
For, my dear Mr. Douglas, you do not know how 
yon are dear to me. After God it is to yon that'll 
owe the success of my life. It is from yon tltat I 
got the £i8t notion and principles of that temper- 
ance, with the glorious and blessed banners of which 
I have marched in triumph from one end to the other 
of Canada. Never will I forget the learned lessons 
on the injuries dcme by alcohol in the human frame 
yon gave me when dissecting some corpses of drunk- 
ards at the hospital of Marine nor the admirable and 
■eientifle experiences yon made, during nearly s 
whole week, in the parsonage of Beanport, to show 
to my pet^Ie that alcohol is a poiscm. 

"Nor will I ever forget the tender care yon gave 
me when very sick at St Boche fn»n ^hoid fever. 
Nor the friendly rebnke yon gave me when yon tried 
to show me that my cnre was not a miraenlons one. 
Ton may have forgotten all these things, if yon did 
not pat them in your daily records, as I have done. 
Bat I will never forget them— they are written in 
my memory, in my heart and in my daily records of 
tliat tima" 
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CHAPTER XI 

OONOLUSIOK 

In his business tranaaetions my father displi^ed 
a Btxange mixture of distroHt and credolity. He re- 
fused to invest his aavings in the ordinary reposito- 
ries, becaose he had intnessed a few instances of 
breach of trost ; bnt he onhesitatingly invested tliem 
in enterprises of which he nnderatood abaolately noth> 
iag, on the advice of men whose experi^ce and in- 
teUigenee did not entitle them to be accepted as 
aafegtiidea 

A cashier of the Qnebee Branch of the City Bank 
had defan1t«d when my father firBt had money to 
invest, and this decided Mm to distrust all banks and 
bank cashiers. In those days the rents of Qaebec 
city proper^ paid more than the taxes, and be boogbt 
houses; but as time passed he remarked the declin- 
ing importance of the city and disposed of them in 
time. He thenceforward invested exdosiTely in min- 
ii^ and wild lands. His land apecolationi^ though 
not brilliant, were furly profitable. He owned the 
whole Township of Dorset, on the Chandiere, and 
land aroottd Black Lake, which is now the scene of 
active asbestos and cbromie iron mininif. Bnt his 
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mining operationi were without exoeptum dinstroni. 
He prosecated tiusm, nerettheleis, with the ume de- 
termined eneisr uid fatAlistic relianoe in hig luck 
which charsctemed all be nndertoc^ As his t^- 
tuns were all badly made, th^ engulfed his whole 
e«tate and left him without proper^ or reaonroe at 
an age when he could not possibly retrieve his for- 
tunes. He bore bis reverses, however, without a 
groan, and, what still more bespoke his manliness, 
without reflection on others. He hi^ed and believed 
as long as he remained in Canada, bnt whm his 
hi^es were finally shattered and his bdiefs proved 
themselves groundless, he gave up his property, and, 
what was harder still, his reputatim for shrewdness, 
wiUumt a mnrmur. In his later years he bemoaned 
the gradual decline of his mental powers, but never 
the loss of his money. 

He commenced his fatal experiences in mining by 
searching for gold on the Chaudi^. A nugget bad 
been really discovered s(Bne years before. A woman 
taking a horse to water found another nugget in one 
of the Mbntariss of the Chandi^re, in the Seigniory 
of St. Francis. This, coming to the notice of Lieut 
Badderly, of the Royal Engineets, in 1834, be pub- 
lished a descriptum of it in SUUman't Journal. But 
gold mining did not appeal to even the most q>ecula- 
tive till the California gold fever had spread over 
the world like an epidemic and reached Canada. In 
1846 Mr. de Ln? obtained a patent, giving him the 
exclusive right to mine for gold within the limits of 
the seigniwy. He sold his rights to the Cbandi^ 
Mining Company, of which my father was one of the 
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principal ahareholdets, for a royalty, afterwarda com- 
muted into a fixed sum. The company, under the 
management of a Mr. Connii^cham, spent coosideoraMe 
money and recovered some gold at a considerable 
Ion on the Biver QilberL My father, instead of 
giving up the enterprise, bought out his fellow ahare- 
holders. Be continued doing some work qtasmodic- 
ally, or permitting the kabttantt to wash the gravelfl 
on a royalty, till he sold his rights, in 1863, for 
$1,000. No remnneratiTe systematic mining was 
erer done, nor were the plaeer deposits lai^ enough 
to warrant a large outlay for their economical treat- 
ment. But the gravd in the beds of the two streams, 
the La Plante and the Tof de Pin, or Gilbert, were in 
places, where the rock ledges dammed the atreams, 
extraordinarily rich. I onoe received, as a 25 per 
eent. royalty, two and a half pounds of gold dust 
from four men who, with no other sppliances than 
tin pans, had washed at least ten pounds of the 
precious metal out of the bed of the La Flante. 

But copper mining bad toug before that date sup- 
planted gdd mining in my father's estimation. Cop- 
per ore was found on Lot 4 of the Second Bange in 
the Township of Inverness, County of Megantic, aome 
six years before mining was commenced in 1860. 
Ilie ore was rich enough to tempt the most phl^- 
matic. The Megantic Mining Ctnnpany was oi^an- 
ized to acquire those lots and others in the adjacent 
township of New Ireland, and active work was car- 
ried on for some years in both townships. My father 
was the most aotive member of the company. But 
the masM* of rich ore were small and the extennve 
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beda ol lean ore mre too Imh to pay. The Megutw 
Mining Company, however, still exists, and may yet 
be revived. Tlie diaooveries sabaeqaenUy made of 
oopper in Leeds were so mnoh more ftnti<ttng thtX 
tbey tranpted him on to his flTi mmin i rain. The dia* 
eovary of theae depomts was mada in the forties. 
The Lower Canada Mining Company aeqoired the 
land and did some exploratoiy -work. In the q>ring 
of 1863 the famoos John Arthor Phill^js was sent 
by John T^lor & Son to examine the prc^erty, and 
my father and I aoecmipanied him to the mines. His 
report waa not favorable enough to indnoe that oaa- 
tiooa firm to leoommeDd their clients to buy, thongh 
Phillips waa very mneh impreased with the sorfaee 
indications. TheVLower Canada Mining Company 
worked on till 1866, with ever more pnnnising pm- 
peotB, shipping small parods ol very rich ore from 
saperfioial lenaee of CMnparativ^ imall sia^ 
at which date it waa ^)parently reoi^aniied aa 
the Qnebeo and St. Franoia Mining Company. This 
oompany aold the property in 1868 to the English 
and Canadian M'n'ng Company oa the following 
tenna: "The original capital of the coiiq>any ia to 
be i40,000. Sterling. The aharea in one-half of the 
capital are to be iasued to the ahardioldera of the 
Canadian Conqtany, aa fnlly paid tip Aarea Oat 
of the money raised by the shares in tiua other half 
of the Capital ;£4,000. is to be paid to the Directors 
of the Canadian CMnpany, the remaining £16,000. ia 
to be the wiping o^iital of the Ccmpany." This 
inaignificont woridng capital waa exhansted in a very 
few yeara^ but the rcanlt of wo^ was the opening of 
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ft large bed of ore, supposed to average three per 
eent., and a lode, sappoaed to be exceeding^ rieli— 
tlie Fanny Eliza Lode. The report of 1862 says: 
"The fnnds at the disposal of your Directors being 
so neariy exhausted, it has been their stndy to sos- 
pend, aa far as posmble, all work not tending towards 
immediate profit" But the results, if not rfflnnnera- 
Hve, were sofficiently promising to indaee a Boston 
firm to attempt to float the Harvey Hill Mining and 
Smelting Company in 1863. The attempt failed, as 
did also tiie endeavor of the old shareholders to re- 
organize as the hcmica & Qaebec Cc^per Ifinii^c 
Cnnpany, with a capital of £100,000. Meanwhile 
Uie company had commenced to eccmnnlate a debt, 
and the English shareholders, like wise business men^ 
had decided to pocket their IcBses and close the mine, 
wben my father paased throngb London on his wt^ 
to Egypt in the winter of 1863-64. Satisfied that 
file mine was all that his fancy and that of Mr. Wil- 
liams, tiie gaperintendcsit, pictured it as being, and 
eonfident, as nsnal, in his luck and his jndgmmt, he 
offered the English ahareluJders to bny all their stock 
at a ridiculous Sgrm and to pay all their debts. 

Up to that date he had put into tlie enterprise 
more mon^ than was prudent, bat not more than he 
could afford to lose. To meet these heavy obliga- 
tions he had to mortgage all his pn^erty. Having 
become a majority stockholder, the minority allowed 
him to find the working capital, so t^t in the course 
of a few years, for the erection of works and aa 
loaaes on operations, he had a claim against the con- 
paoy of over a hundred thousand dollars, which 
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daim, of ooxawi, the wmpaitj oonld not pay. Tlie 

mine wu worked oontiniioiuly, and for BcrvBral ^ears 
the prooeeda, deq)ite the unfavorable tranq>Mi»tdoD 
oonditioDa, covered all woiUng ezpenaea; but they 
never did more. The sitaatioa waa beocHiung deQ>er- 
ate when the botm in eopper q>eealation of 1872 
nearly aaved him. A firm of brokera bonded the 
property at ;£60,000 and made a small forfeitable 
p^ment The aame firm of brokers, nnf ortnnatdy, 
had also bmded the Ivee eopper mine in the Province 
of Qnebee. Inatead of offering the Harvey Hill at 
a fair advance, they ecHuolidated the two and put 
them on the market at £300,000. Jnst then the fa^ 
mooa Mr. Huntington, who onearChed the Canadian 
Pacifio aeaadal, was offering hia copper mine, near 
the Ives mine, to the British public. He wrote to the 
piq>erB, throwing doubt on the value of the ocHuoli- 
dated proper^. The stoek had been sabeeribed, bat 
the board wisely decided to send an independent min- 
ing engineer to Canada to examine and report tm the 
Harvey Hill and Ivea mines. He reported favorably 
on the Harvey Hill, bnt as emphatioally ocmdemiied 
the Ivea, and therefore the shareholders received back 
their mbsoriptiani. The directtna therenpon at- 
tai4>ted to float a ocmipany to pnreham Harr^ HUl 
alone, bat the boom had brnst They, howevw, got 
np a company wbidh provided a small working oapi- 
tal—the Harvey Hill Copper Company, Ltd. Bnt 
the mon^ waa very injndicionaly ^>ent, and the c<Hn- 
pany fn oonrse of time went ont of existence. Mean- 
while my father had tamed over his entire interest 
in the mine to his creditors, and had saooeeded in 
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selling hii township of Donet and other lands at a 
£gnre whiob enabled him to liquidate the mortgages 
upon them. That done, he oonaented to aoeompan; 
me, in 1876, to the States, wha% I had secured a 
gitoation as saperintendent of a small metallorgioal 
compaD7 in Pennsylvania. He had spent half a 
century in Quebec He lived for eleven years longer 
in Phoenixville, Pa., and New York. 

We took with ua a carload of our (dd bdongings 
from Qlenalla— a few pictores, two statnes by Ban- 
dolph Rt^^ers, which eonld not have been sold in 
Quebec, and my father's Egyptian collection.* The 
old stone house which we occupied in Phoenixville 
had a glazed veranda, in wbidt the mummies and 
other curiosities were exposed, and where my father 
made and painted plaster casts from Uie squeeses 
we had taken for scolptures on the temple walls of 
Egypt The mummies were popularly supposed to be 
the bodies of our ancestors, which we religiously car- 
ried about with us. They inspired such awe that, 
though bu^Iaries were ccmimou, our house was never 
broken into. 

My father was the most popular man in the little 
town. He contributed recollections of his travels to 
the local newspaper; ^nn travelers* tales by the 
yard, and was everybody's friend. His powers of 
narrative never failed him. Though Us memory 
became defective, he could always fill the gaps by 
drawing iq>on his imagination. He left all care with 
bis shattered fortune behind him in Canada, and the 

"The atatuea uid tbe Egyptlu oolleetkMi ftn In the Uetro- 
polibut MnMum, New YoA City. 
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last jitiH of hii Iif« were peaceful and h^>p7. He 
waa prortrated by a stroke of paralyms on ^ril 
10th, 1886, and died on April 14tli, without leoorer- 
isg conacionsnen. He re«ta in the oemeter7 at Moont 
Heimon, Quebec, which be was instroinental in 
creating. 
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